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St Ishmael Community Council

Draft  Minutes of the Meeting held in Llansaint Village Hall on 6th October 2026.
PRESENT: 


Cllr Holliday, Cllr Siddall, Cllr King, Cllr Batte, Cllr Dalton, Cllr Afzal, Cllr Harding, Cllr Stephens, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Gibbon and J Rees (Clerk). 
In the Chair: Cllr J Holliday
The Chair opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and reminding members that the Code of Conduct must be followed at all times. The Chair also noted that the Clerk’s agendas, minutes, letters and other documents were approved by the Chair and/or Vice-Chair before issue.
1. Apologies for Absence

RESOLVED that apologies for absence be accepted from Cllr George, Cllr Wyld and County Cllr LE Davies.
2. Declaration of Interests
Cllr Thomas and Cllr King declared an interest in item 10. 
Cllr Thomas and Cllr Dalton declared an interest in item 7.2.
3. Public Participation
V Evans, P Lilly, C Lilly, M Pope and B Kelly were also in attendance. Mr P Thomas also entered the public gallery to make representations to the Council.
The Chair invited each party to comment in turn:

Mr Pope expressed frustration at the repeated delays and suggested allowing rugby posts alongside mobile football posts would be the best solution. He strongly believed that village children would play rugby if given the opportunity. Mr Thomas was disappointed that permission for rugby posts had not be granted, noting that his granddaughter was keen to use them for practice. He found the ongoing delays personally frustrating and disappointing. Mr Kelly, who had emailed the Council, explained that he was seeking rugby pitches for Carmarthen District and considered the Pale Field a suitable location. It was noted that he had spoken to Cllr Batte before the meeting.

Mr Lilly stated that Ferryside AFC had an operating committee and that a fixture had been booked for the following July. He suggested that Llansaint Village field might be a better location for rugby, as the Pale Field’s condition made it unsuitable for competitive football or rugby. Mrs Lilly said that village children used the existing football posts daily and reminded Council members that they represented the community, where football was the preferred sport. She did not consider the pitch suitable for competitive sport. Ms Evans said that the previously agreed dual posts were clearly the best option because they would accommodate both sports. She again reminded the Community Council that the community’s concern over this matter demonstrated support for football posts.
Ms Evans reminded the Council of her earlier request for a recorded vote. This was noted.

The Chair thanked the public participants for their contributions.

4. Minutes RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the meeting held on the 8th September 2026 – proposed by Cllr Dalton and seconded by Cllr Harding. 
5. Minutes RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the Christmas Committee meeting held on the 8th September 2026 – proposed by Cllr Siddall and seconded by Cllr King. 

6. Matters Arising
6.1 Update on Handyman Works – The Clerk gave a summary of the handyman’s work and standard hours over the month with no additional charges for materials. The handyman had met with Cllr Afzal to discuss new planters for the Square in Llansaint. A quote had been provided for 1 x 1m planter, 2 x ½m platers, topsoil, flowers and compost of £640. Cllr Dalton proposed that the quote be accepted and the work be carried out, Cllr Holliday seconded the proposal. RESOLVED the Clerk should contact the handyman to accept the quote for the work to proceed. 
Cllr Dalton reminded the Clerk that the planter in Broadway was also in need of attention. Cllr Batte asked if consideration could be given to weeding and improving the area near the Remembrance Corner which was currently overgrown. 
6.2 Update on the Visitors Signage – The Clerk presented information/ a quote on a previous sign which had been commissioned. Cllr Harding proposed that the if the sign was inclusive of the whole parish, the Community Council would fund up to a value of £550, this was seconded by Cllr Batte. All in favour. RESOLVED that the Clerk inform County Cllr Davies of the result. 
6.3 Update on the Third Corner of the Car Park – Cllr Batte updated the Council of the on site meeting with Cllrs Wyld and Afzal and the work required. The Clerk informed the Council that a 1m clearance would be required between the outer most branch of the planted tree and the barrier. Cllr Batte proposed that quotes on the work be sought following advice from Gower Christmas trees, this was seconded by Cllr Siddall. RESOLVED Cllr Thomas would seek advice from Gower Christmas trees on the variety of Christmas tree etc before quotes were sought.    
6.4 Update on Autumn Winter Events:
Remembrance Wreaths – the Clerk reported that two wreaths had been ordered via Mrs Squires as per instructions. Cllr Dalton proposed that a donation of £80 be made to the British Legion in lieu of the wreaths, this was seconded by Cllr King. 
RESOLVED £80.00 cheque be paid to the British Legion. With Cllr Holliday placing the wreath in Ferryside and Cllr Dalton placing the wreath in Llansaint on behalf of the Council.

Christmas Lights – the Clerk informed the Council that three quotes had been requested from local qualified electricians but only 1 had been received from RT Electrics who quoted a total of £1,057.68 plus VAT. A 5% increase on last year. Cllr Harding proposed that the quote be accepted, this was seconded by Cllr Afzal.
RESOLVED the Clerk should accept the quote from RT Electrics and inform them that some of the lights around the Car Park appeared to have moved out of place.   
Christmas Trees – the Clerk presented two quotes for Christmas Trees:
Gower Christmas Trees - £304.00 plus VAT for 16ft tree (£608 plus VAT in total. An increase of 10.5%)

Cymru Pet Supplies - £250.00 plus VAT for 16ft tree / trees with an additional stump for planting would be £300 plus VAT (totalling £600)
Cllr Batte proposed that the quote from Gower Christmas Trees be accepted, this was seconded by Cllr Afzal.  

RESOLVED Gower Christmas Trees be asked to provide the trees and that a cheque be approved for payment with Cllr Thomas collecting the trees from Gower Christmas trees and providing barriers prior to the lights being placed on the trees by RT Electrics. 

Christmas Event  - The Clerk, Cllr King and Cllr Siddall updated the Council on the arrangements. 
Cllr Batte proposed that if Father Christmas was in attendance, the Council should not fund gifts, this was seconded by Cllr Siddall. 

Cllr Afzal proposed that Father Christmas should not attend if the Council did not intend to provide gifts, as this could cause disappointment. 
Another Christmas Committee meeting would be arranged soon.

6.5  Update on the Audit Process – The Clerk informed the Council that the Audit results for 2025-26 had not yet been received therefore a Delayed Approval Notice had been published on the 30th September. 
7. To receive items of correspondence
	No
	Subject
	From
	Action

	1
	Concerns regarding Ferryside beach safety 
	Flood Défense and Coastal Protection Team
	The Clerk informed the Council that the County Council had offered five signs warning of soft sand hazards, following a resident’s concern. RESOLVED that the signs be installed at Ferryside Foreshore, St Ishmael Railway Crossing, the Arch, Poachers Rest Crossing and the Lookout. 

	2
	Fireworks Event
	P Dalton
	The Clerk read Mr Dalton’s correspondence. Cllr Harding proposed informing Ferryside Rugby, Sports and Social Club of the resident’s concern and asking it to post a social media reminder that blocking private driveways was an offence and that offenders would be reported.

Cllrs Thomas and Dalton declared interests and left the room.

	3
	Padel Court
	Jordan Rice, Bocs Padel
	The Clerk informed the Council of a proposal by Bocs Padel, a local not-for-profit company, to install a padel court. Cllr Dalton proposed inviting Mr Rice and his business partner to the January Community Council meeting to provide further information. Cllr Harding seconded the proposal.

	4
	Ferryside Playing Field
	B Kelly
	The Clerk was asked to read Mr Kelly’s letter. The contents of the letter were noted. Mr Kelly left the meeting. 

	5
	Community Council Sign
	A Dyer
	Noted

	6
	Circular Woodland Walk programme 
	P Davies
	Shared

	7
	One Voice Wales Funding Newsletter August 2026
	OVW
	Noted

	8
	Period Dignity Sir Gar
	CCC
	Noted

	9
	Issue 4 of 'Y Llais - The Voice'
	OVW
	Noted

	10
	Circular Woodland Walk Project
	D Martin
	Noted

	11
	ONE VOICE WALES E BULLETIN ISSUE 29
	OVW
	Noted

	12
	Dydd Glyndŵr 2026
	G Jones
	Noted

	13
	Planning Applications 24/08/2026 - 28/08/2026
	CCC
	Noted

	14
	Share your view on the adult mental health place of safety
	Hywel Dda Engagement 
	Noted

	15
	Innovative Practice Conference – Wednesday 30 September 2026
	OVW
	Noted

	16
	Litter information (Fly-tipping)
	M Roberts
	Noted

	17
	PL/11215 - Cais cynllunio ymgynghori - Planning application consultation
	CCC
	Shared

	18
	Model Standing Orders 
	OVW
	Shared

	19
	IMPORTANT Letter to Member Councils - Community Boundary Reviews
	OVW
	Noted

	20
	Planning Applications 31/08/2026 - 04/09/2026
	CCC
	Noted

	21
	Financial Assistance Request
	L Williams
	Noted

	22
	Bureau Newsletter
	CCC
	Noted

	23
	Join the Council Data Group
	OVW
	Shared

	24
	Quotation for visitor information panel - Ferryside
	County Cllr L Davies
	Shared

	25
	EMERGENCY ROAD CLOSURE: C2120 Ferryside SA17 5UB
	CCC
	Noted 

	26
	Update on PEDW case – DNS CAS-03952-H9R8G4 – Heolddu Solar Farm
	PEDW
	Shared

	27
	2030 Review
	BCW
	Shared 

	28
	Planning Applications 07/09/2026 - 11/09/2026
	CCC
	Noted

	29
	Carmarthenshire Area Committee 5.10.26
	OVW
	Noted 

	30
	PL/11397 - Planning application consultation
	CCC
	Noted

	31
	Funding Opportunities for Environment
	OVW
	Noted

	32
	Bridleway Maintenance 
	A Warner
	Noted

	33
	S106 Funding
	C Owen
	Noted

	34
	Perthyn Grants for Communities
	Police and Crime Commissioner
	Shared

	35
	Use of football pitch granted
	P Lilly
	Noted

	36
	Planning Applications 14/09/2026 - 18/09/2026
	CCC
	Noted

	37
	Publication of the Draft Annual Remuneration Report 2026–27
	Via OVW
	Noted


8. Planning Applications for consideration

The Clerk presented one planning application:  
PL/11397 - Retrospective planning application for the siting of two shepherds huts, sauna and changing rooms - Penlan Isaf Farm, Portway, Ferryside, Kidwelly, SA17 5JR  

RESOLVED no objections raised. 
9. To Approve the following Accounts for payment 
FSEG – MUGA monthly standing charge - £10.00
Julie Rees – Clerks salary – £730.84
Julie Rees – Travelling expenses - £10.13
Julie Rees – General expenses - £31.68
HM Revenue and Customs – Employers NIC - £47.08
Mr M Leefe – Handyman hours - £625.00
Mr M Leefe – Periphery of Pale Field grass cutting - £150.00
Wenallt Spraying –  Bridleways – NET £280.00 VAT £56.00 GROSS £336.00
Wenallt Spraying – Pale Field Grass Cutting - NET £389.00 VAT £77.80 GROSS £466.80
British Legion – Remembrance Wreaths - £80.00

Robert Morgan & sons Ltd – Christmas trees – NET £608.00 VAT £121.60 GROSS £729.60

It was also noted that a direct debit payment of £15.62 was taken by British Gas on the 08/10/2026.  

All payments were proposed for payment by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Dalton. All in agreement.

RESOLVED that the cheques be duly signed. 
10. Use of Sports Pitch to be considered
Cllr Thomas and Cllr King declared an interest and left the room. 

The Chair introduced the item reminding the members that a clear resolution must be found. The Chair also reminded the Council that no adaptations to equipment would be permitted. 
Cllr Batte proposed that standing orders were suspended during item 10 to allow the discussion, this was seconded by Cllr Dalton.
The Chair asked all Cllrs to speak and share their opinions on the sports pitch and the proposal from the Ferryside Rugby, Sports and Social Club. 
Following a lengthy discussion, Cllr Batte proposed that Ferryside, Rugby Sports and Social Club got the go ahead for the erection of brand-new dual posts on the Pale Field pitch. The Club will fund the purchase and works. When ready the Community Council will instruct the football group to remove the football goal posts giving them 28 days’ notice. The Clerk of the Council should prepare a full Agreement together with the Chair and Vice Chair ensuring that any sports association / group within the parish be given access to the pitch and should not be unfairly denied, hindered or stopped from its use, including non-sports use agreed by the Council. The Agreement can then be presented to the Ferryside, Rugby Sports and Social Club for signature and then returned to the Clerk for the football club to remove their goal posts. This was seconded by Cllr Dalton.
Cllr Batte asked for a recorded vote on the matter. 

Following further discussion, Cllr Siddall proposed an amendment to the original proposal, in which bodies interested in playing football or rugby fund the posts. This amendment to the proposal was seconded by Cllr Afzal. 

In a recorded vote, Cllr Batte and Cllr Dalton voted in favour of the original proposal. Cllr Holliday, Cllr Afzal, Cllr Harding and Cllr Siddall voted in favour of the amendment to the original proposal. With Cllrs Stephens and Gibbon abstaining. 
RESOLVED, that permission be given to Ferryside Rugby, Sports and Social Club to erect dual posts as per the proposal with the posts being funded by those interested in playing football or rugby. 
Cllr Harding proposed that standing orders were reintroduced, this was seconded by Cllr Siddall.

The Chair stated that the resolution meant that the issue could not be discussed again for 6 months, as per the Standing Orders. 

11. Quarterly Budget Return
The Clerk presented the Quarterly Budget Return to members (which had been provided prior to the meeting). 
Cllr Dalton proposed that the Quarterly return was accepted and published on the CC website, this was seconded by Cllr King. 
RESOLVED that the Clerk publish the quarterly budget on the website. 
12. Tender(s) submitted in respect of Hedge cutting 
The Clerk presented two Tenders to the Council:
Wenallt Spraying - £350 per cut (cuts being twice a year)

Ty Gwyn - £480 per cut (cuts being twice a year) 

Cllr Thomas proposed that Wenallt Spraying be awarded the contract, this was seconded by Cllr Harding.

It was noted this would result in an annual cost of £700 plus VAT. 

RESOLVED the Clerk write to Wenallt Spraying setting out the terms of the three-year contract. 
13. S106 projects to be agreed

The Clerk updated the Council on the advice sought from Planning Contributions.
The Clerk presented a summary of the funding ideas submitted by Community Councillors in advance of the meeting:
Idea 1: Pale Field Facilities including benches and shelter (Cllr Siddall)
Idea 2: MUGA drainage ditch, pathways and boundary improvements (Cllr Batte)
Idea 3: Car Park Design and Village-Centre Improvements (Cllr George)
Idea 4: Playing Field Drainage of area nearest the Rugby Club to aid events (Cllr Thomas)
Following discussion, Cllr Thomas proposed that Idea 3 (Car Park Design) should be discounted as it was not Council owned land, this was seconded by Cllr Harding.
Cllr Afzal proposed that Idea 4: Playing Field Drainage be the focus of S106 funds, this was originally seconded by Cllr Harding who later retracted his support.

Cllr Batte proposed Idea 2: MUGA, pathways and boundary improvements. 

Cllr Dalton proposed that Ideas 1 (Pale Field Facilities) and Idea 2 (MUGA, pathways and boundary improvements) be combined for the S106 funds, this was seconded by Cllr King.
Cllr Thomas proposed that Idea 2 ( MUGA, pathways and boundary improvements) and Idea 4 (Playing Field Drainage) be combined for the S106 funds, this was seconded by Cllr Harding (after withdrawing his support for Cllr Afzal’s proposal). 

In a vote, 4 Cllrs voted in favour of Cllr Dalton’s proposal, with 4 Cllrs voting in favour of Cllr Thomas’ proposal. Due to the tie in the vote, Cllr Holliday used a casting vote to allow Cllr Thomas’ proposal to proceed for S106 funding.

RESOLVED Idea 2 (MUGA, pathways and boundary improvements) & Idea 4 (Playing Field Drainage) would be combined to seek S106 funding. 

The meeting closed at 21:58
Next meeting would be held on the 3rd November in Ferryside Village Hall.
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