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St Ishmael Community Council

 Draft Minutes of the Meeting held in Ferryside Village Hall on 8th September 2026.
PRESENT: 


Cllr Holliday, Cllr Siddall, Cllr King, Cllr Batte, Cllr Dalton, Cllr Afzal, Cllr Harding, Cllr Wyld, Cllr George, County Councillor L Davies and J Rees (Clerk). 
In the Chair: Cllr J Holliday
1. Apologies for Absence

RESOLVED that apologies for absence be accepted from Cllr Stephens, Cllr Thomas and Cllr Gibbon.
2. Declaration of Interests
There were no declarations of interest. 
3. Public Participation
It was noted that V Evans and C Lilly were also in attendance
4. Minutes RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the meeting held on the 14th of July 2026 – proposed by Cllr Holliday and seconded by Cllr Afzal. Council members agreed the accuracy and clarity of the minutes. 
Cllr Wyld asked that it could be noted that in reference to the July minutes 5.4 that “permission” would not be required from Ferryside AFC prior to dual posts being placed on the field. Cllr George proposed that this be request be granted, this was seconded by Cllr Afzal.

5. Matters Arising
5.1 Update on Handyman Works – The Clerk updated the Council on the handyman’s work during the summer recess, including the hanging baskets. The Council continued to face difficulties finding a practical, cost-effective way to water the baskets. Cllr Batte stated that the project should not continue unless a suitable solution could be found. Further discussion was deferred until January. Cllr Afzal asked whether the three smaller planters in Llansaint could be removed and replaced. The Clerk would ask the handyman to take action and obtain quotes.
5.2 Update on the Level Crossing – The Clerk updated the Council on an email from Network Rail setting out the latest position on the level crossing. 

5.3 Update on the Visitors Signage – County Cllr L Davies updated the Council on the Visitors Signage Board informing the Council that quotes would be sent for the cost soon and a contribution from the Community Council would be required.  
5.4 Update on Salem Cemetery – The Clerk reported a July interment and receipt of £600. Cllr Batte would assess whether an October cut was needed and report back. 
5.5 Update on the Canine Educational Programme – The Clerk informed the Council that an email had been sent to the school in July but had not yet received a response.  
5.6 Update on Circular Woodland Walk – the Clerk informed the Council that an application had been submitted for the One Voice Wales Biodiversity packages and stated that the packages may vary depending on what they were awarded. Additional information including at least one letter of support would need to be submitted before the 30th September. 
5.7 Update on the Third Corner of the Car Park – Following agreement to plant a Christmas tree, Cllr Batte proposed that the area be cleared by tender; Cllr Wyld seconded. Cllrs Batte, Afzal and Wyld would inspect the site and advise the Clerk on the tender requirements. The tree would be planted in time to establish for Christmas 2027.
5.8  Update on the Audit Process – The Clerk updated the Council that the Audit documentation had been posted on the 31st July at a cost of £22.95 after a considerable amount of work resulting in an additional 19 hours of work. It had been agreed with the Chair that the Clerk would work reduced hours in August to take account of this. The Clerk informed the Council that additional questions had been posed by the Auditor and had been responded to with the agreement of the Chair.  Cllr Afzal thanked the Clerk for all the work carried out. 

6. To receive items of correspondence
	No
	Subject
	From
	Action

	1
	Thank you and request
	C Brown, Classic Cars
	Mr Brown thanked the Council for the use of the field and asked if the Classic Car Show could be held on the Pale field again on the 25th July 2027. This would be permitted subject to suitable weather conditions and approval of full risk assessment. All in agreement. 

	2
	Request
	P Lilly
	Mr Lilly asked if Ferryside AFC could host another charity match on the Pale Field pitch in 2027, with a provisional date of the 17th July 2027. Permission was granted subject to the state of the pitch and the usual insurance / safety considerations being in place. All in agreement. 

	3
	Defibrillators
	G Jones
	Mr Jones wrote to inform the Council that he was unable to carry out the monthly checks of the defibrillators in September. The Clerk would arrange for the handyman to do so and report back to the Clerk. 

	4
	Remittance Advice
	CCC
	The Clerk informed the Council that the 2/3 of the precept of £14,282.67 had been received. This was noted.

	5
	Planning Applications 06/07/2026 - 10/07/2026
	CCC
	Noted

	6
	The Cliff verges
	A Davies
	Shared

	7
	TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE C2057 FERRYSIDE TO TANYLAN SA17 5ST 05.08.26 CAUSEWAY ONE NETWORK REF 151209620
	CCC
	Noted

	8
	Welsh Government - Three Rivers Closure Update
	Fisheries
	Noted

	9
	Bridleway - Ferryside Foreshore
	PRoW
	Noted

	10
	REMINDER - NEW TRAINING DATES - JULY - SEPTEMBER 2026
	OVW
	Noted

	11
	Carmarthen Area Committee 14.7.26
	OVW
	Noted

	12
	RTYC
	C Stanley
	Noted

	13
	Innovative Practice Conference – Wednesday 30 September 2026
	OVW
	Noted

	14
	NEW TRAINING MODULE - INTRODUCTION TO CULTURAL CHANGE - MODULE 31
	OVW
	Noted

	15
	Planning Applications 13/07/2026 - 17/07/2026
	CCC
	Noted

	16
	PL/10916 - Planning application consultation
	CCC
	Noted

	17
	Gwynt Glas Offshore Wind Farm
	Gwynt Glas
	Shared

	18
	Councillor enquiry response ref Bin Capacity - Ferryside Foreshore (in front of the Yacht Club) CE858445541
	County Cllr L Davies
	Shared

	19
	Carmarthenshire Civil Contingencies Volunteer Seminar Pentre Awel Llanelli 22nd of October
	CCC
	Noted

	20
	REF: CAS-03952-H9R8G4 Heolddu Solar Farm Receipt
	PEDW
	Noted

	21
	EN0110036 - Gwynt Glas Offshore Wind Farm - EIA Scoping and Consultation and Regulation 11 Notification
	Gwynt Glas
	Noted

	22
	Cerebral Palsy Cymru's Annual Council Appeal 2026-2027
	Celebral Palsy Cymru
	Noted

	23
	Democracy and Boundary Commission Research
	Democracy and Boundary Commission 
	Shared

	24
	PL/11030 - Planning application consultation
	A Davies, CCC
	Shared

	25
	IMPACT - Llais monthly newsletter
	Llais
	Noted

	26
	Invoice
	N Sheldon, Wrenvale
	Noted 

	27
	Thank you
	C Brown, Ferryside Classic Club
	Noted

	28
	Our quarterly newsletter: May - June
	Public Service Ombudsman
	Noted 

	29
	Information Update – Free Places Scheme
	OVW
	Noted

	30
	Update on PEDW case – DNS CAS-03952-H9R8G4 – Heolddu Solar Farm
	PEDW
	Noted 

	31
	NR Correspondence- Concern over Ferryside level crossing barriers [Incident: 260721-000522]
	Network Rail
	Shared

	32
	Carnival Dates
	Llansaint Welfare Hall
	Noted

	33
	Pride in your patch
	M Roberts
	Noted

	34
	New model contract
	OVW
	Noted

	35
	Planning Applications 20/07/2026 - 24/07/2026
	CCC
	Noted

	36
	Drain cleaning
	S Yeo
	Noted

	37
	AMENDMENT model contract
	OVW
	Noted

	38
	One Voice Wales Funding Newsletter July 2026
	OVW
	Noted

	39
	Town and Community Councils update
	CCC
	Noted

	40
	Funding Update
	OVW
	Shared

	41
	Fallen tree on Network Rail Land leaning on fence - opposite Calon Y Fferi Community Centre, Ferryside, SA17 5TE [Incident: 260710-000310]
	Network Rail
	Noted

	42
	Planning Applications 27/07/2026 - 31/07/2026
	CCC
	Noted

	43
	Welsh Government - Llanybri update
	Fisheries
	Noted

	44
	Help Us Spread the Word About Public Appointments in Wales
	Via OVW
	Noted

	45
	DPSC-246 Code of Conduct Training - FAO Clerks to Town and Community Councils
	R Edgecombe
	Noted

	46
	Change of date of the Carmarthenshire Area Committee
	OVW
	Shared

	47
	Report Fly Tipping Email - Reference:FS-Case-863273600
	CCC
	Noted

	48
	Christmas Lights, Ferryside
	Rev G Austin
	Noted

	49
	Planning Applications 03/08/2026 - 07/08/2026
	CCC
	Noted

	50
	Annual Verge Cutting
	D M Evans
	Noted

	51
	Section 106 Funding
	CCC
	Noted

	52
	Annual Playground Inspection Report
	L Cole
	Noted

	53
	TRAINING DATES - AUGUST - SEPTEMBER 2026
	OVW
	Noted 

	54
	Sport Funding
	CCC
	Noted

	55
	Environment Funding
	CCC
	Noted

	56
	CCB 2025/2026 - Cylch Meithrin Glan y Fferi - AGM 2025/2026
	K Hayhurst
	Shared

	57
	FS-CASE-REF 863360565 U2212 PENGAU ROAD, FERRYSIDE SA17 5UB 17.09.26 CAUSEWAY ONE NETWORK REF 151845145
	CCC
	Noted

	58
	Commonwealth War Grave
	D Johnston
	Noted

	59
	Planning Applications 10/08/2026 - 14/08/2026
	CCC
	Noted

	60
	Large Banner
	Pro Print
	Noted

	61
	IMPACT Llais monthly newletter
	Llais
	Shared

	62
	The Role of the Chair during meetings
	OVW
	Shared

	63
	TRAINING DATES - AUGUST - DECEMBER 2026
	OVW
	Shared

	64
	Funding opportunities
	CCC
	Shared

	65
	ADDITIONAL DATES FOR INTROCUTION TO CULTURAL CHANGE - TRAINING DATES - AUGUST - DECEMBER 2026
	OVW
	Shared

	66
	Notification of Wales Audit Office participation in the National Fraud Initiative
	WAO
	Shared

	67
	The Electrical Safety Fund is now open for new applications
	Electrical Safety First
	Shared

	68
	Planning Applications 17/08/2026 - 21/08/2026
	CCC
	Noted

	69
	PL/11140 - Cais cynllunio ymgynghori - Planning application consultation
	CCC
	Shared

	70
	Annual Pay Settlement 2026/27
	OVW
	Noted

	71
	Keep Wales Tidy - Dynamic Purchasing System - delivery partners wanted
	Via OVW
	Noted


7. Planning Applications for consideration

The Clerk presented two planning applications:  
PL/11140 - Erect a 10 x 8 glass greenhouse in the side garden - Maes Yr Haf, Vicarage    Close, Ferryside, SA17 5SU – no objections
PL/11302 – Conversion of existing garage and rear room – 15 Eva Terrace, Ferryside SA17 5TD – no objections
8. Financial Assistance Requests

The Clerk presented two Financial Assistance request to the Council:

Cerebral Palsy Cymru's Annual Council Appeal 2026-2027 - noted

Ferryside Rugby, Sports and Social Club (Fireworks) – Cllr Batte proposed a £500 donation with a letter being sent to request that the fireworks be held in the middle of the field away from the houses on Carmarthen road, this was seconded by Cllr Afzal.
Cllr Wyld asked that a letter also include a request for information on the costs to be submitted with next years donation request. 
9. 2026-27 National Salary Award

The Clerk presented the details of the National Salary Award received via OVW from nalc, the information had been provided to members in advance of the meeting. The Clerk set out the changes for pay point 17, hourly rate increasing from £16.08 to £16.61. The Annual Salary would increase from £8,490.24 to £8,770.08 at 44 hours per month (this did not take into account any additional hours required).   
Cllr Batte proposed that the new pay award be accepted and the Clerk receive backpay in accordance with the new pay award, this was seconded by Cllr Siddall. 
10. To Approve the following Accounts for payment 
FSEG – MUGA monthly standing charge (August) - £10.00
FSEG – MUGA monthly standing charge (September) - £10.00
Julie Rees – Clerks salary – £730.84
Julie Rees – Travelling expenses - £10.32
Julie Rees – General expenses (July) - £10.00
Julie Rees – General expenses (August) - £52.05

Julie Rees – Clerks backpay - £98.58
HM Revenue and Customs – Employers NIC (July and August) - £105.44
Mr M Leefe – Handyman hours - £625.00
Mr M Leefe – Periphery of Pale Field grass cutting (July) - £150.00
Mr M Leefe – Periphery of the Pale Field grass cutting (August) - £150.00

Wenallt Spraying –  Bridleways – NET £280.00 VAT £56.00 GROSS £336.00
Wenallt Spraying – Pale Field Grass Cutting - NET £389.00 VAT £77.80 GROSS £466.80
Mr G Pugh – Salem Cemetery Grass cutting 5th - £195.00
Mr G Pugh – Salem Cemetery Grass cutting 6th - £195.00

N & L Limited – hanging baskets – NET £180.00 VAT £36.00 GROSS £216.00
Trustmark Design and Print Ltd – Pro Print Banner – NET £34.00 VAT £6.80 GROSS £40.80

Ferryside RFC – Donation - £500.00

It was noted that two payments had been made in August to the Clerk and Handyman following an agreement in the July meeting:

Julie Rees – Clerks Salary - £707.52
Michael Leefe – Handyman’s hours - £625.00

It was also noted that a direct debit payment of £16.12 and £15.62 was taken by British Gas on the 07/08/2026 and 08/09/26.  
All payments were proposed for payment by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Siddall. All in agreement.
RESOLVED that the cheques be duly signed. 
11. Autumn / Winter Events
The Chair asked the Council to consider the arrangements for the Remembrance Day and Christmas Events:
It was agreed that the Clerk contact Mrs Squires to arrange 2 x wreaths for a donation of up to £40 per wreath.

Cllr King, the newly appointed Chair of the Christmas committee, updated the Council on the recommendations of the Christmas Event. Cllr King was asked to investigate the recommendations further including the costs for providing gifts for the children. 
The Clerk was asked to report back on the costs for the trees and the lighting. 
12. Tenders to be considered for 2027-28
     The Clerk set out the current Tenders and asked if any new Tenders were required. 
It was agreed that the following tenders would be issued:
	Tender
	Change to contracts
	Duration

	Bridleways
	4-5 cuts per year
	3 years - started Spring 2027.

	Pale Field
	No changes
	3 years - started Spring 2027.

	Periphery of Pale Field
	No changes
	3 years - started Spring 2027.

	Hedge cutting
	New Tender for the Carmarthen rd and Cemetery hedgerows. 

Carmarthen rd - Late Spring cut of roadside verge and Autumn cut of roadside, inside and top of Carmarthen rd hedge. 

Cemetery – Late spring cut of the roadside verge and Autumn cut of roadside verge and top of the hedgerow.  
	Costs for 1 year and 3 years should be requested. Starting Autumn 2026. 


It was agreed that the Clerk contact CCC about the additional work necessary at the Bridleways. 
13. Emergency Planning Procedures 
The Clerk referred to the Emergency planning information and Community Emergency Plan on the County Council’s website, which had been shared prior to the meeting, it was agreed that the Clerk, Chair and County Cllr Davies would meet to discuss the pyramid tree further. 
14. Annual Inspection Report (Ferryside Play Area)
The Clerk presented the report, which had been shared prior to the meeting. The Clerk had emailed the report to Mr P Buckley for monitoring purposes and to the handyman for some minor areas of repair required. The Clerk had also contacted Mr A Dyer for a new sign quote. The Council were satisfied with the report and the actions taken by the Clerk. 
Cllr Afzal proposed that a new litter bin be placed outside the park to cut down on the use of the bin in the play area being used for dog fouling bags, this was seconded by Cllr Batte. A floor standing bin was agreed to be best option, and the Clerk was given an initial budget of £100. It was also agreed that Council members would need to take responsibility for checking and emptying bins when the handyman was unavailable.   
15. S106 Funds
The Clerk informed the Council that the S106 Funds needed to be claimed as a matter of   priority. The Chair directed the Council to come back in October with clear ideas on what should be done with the monies, using the time to discuss with fellow members and the community. 
16. Clerks New Model Contract

The Clerk presented the New Model Contract from nalc and SLCC, which had been shared with the Council prior to the meeting, the Clerk pointed out the main changes relating to the probationary period and sickness clauses. It was proposed by Cllr Batte that a new contract be drawn up from 1st October 2026, this was seconded by Cllr Afzal.
17. River Tywi Pollution

The Council discussed concerns about the pollution. Cllr Batte proposed, and Cllr Holliday seconded, that letters expressing concern be sent to Natural Resources Wales (NRW), Welsh Water, and  Llyr Griffith (Welsh Government). The Council would also contact Achub Tywi and local resident L Gibson regarding the matter.
18. Any Other Business
18.1  Cllr Batte reported 2 tote bags of rubbish had been dumped between the crossroads and the village.
18.2  Cllr Batte reported a dead branch on the tree opposite the Vicarage and asked the Clerk to arrange for the handyman to address this asap.

18.3  Cllr Batte asked the Clerk to inform the handyman that overgrown trees / bushes needed to be cut back on the periphery of the Pale Field.

18.4  Cllr Batte reported that the bus shelter in Ferryside Square was in a poor state and needed to be cleaned.

18.5  County Cllr Davies made the Community Council aware of the Carmarthenshire Active Travel Network Map where issues in relation to Bridleways etc could be reported.

18.6  Cllr Afzal reported concerns relating to blocked drains around the White Lion.

18.7  Cllr Afzal reported that the heritage signs in the community were now very faded.

18.8  Cllr Dalton reported that the Llansaint Welfare Hall committee had largely remained the same and that a new trustee had been identified. 

18.9  Cllr Holliday asked if the Clerk could follow up on more street lighting in Broadlay. 

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 21:33

Next meeting would be held on the 6th October in Llansaint Welfare Hall.
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