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St Ishmael Community Council

Draft Minutes of the Meeting held in Llansaint Welfare Hall on 14th July 2026.
PRESENT: 


Cllr Holliday, Cllr P Stephens, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Siddall, Cllr King, Cllr Batte, Cllr Dalton, Cllr Afzal, Cllr Gibbon, Cllr Harding, Cllr Wyld, County Councillor L Davies and J Rees (Clerk). 
In the Chair: Cllr J Holliday
1. Apologies for Absence

RESOLVED that apologies for absence be accepted from Cllr George.
2. Declaration of Interests
Cllr Thomas declared an interest and used dispensation to speak on item 7.2

Cllr Thomas and Cllr King declared an interest in item 7.4
Cllr Afzal declared an interest in item 10
Cllr Holliday declared an interest in item 8.5 (Chalk Board Advertising) 
Cllrs Holliday, Harding, Siddall, Stephens and Afzal all declared an interest item 3 (RTYC). 
Cllr Wyld declared an interest in item 9 (Heolddu Solar Farm). All other Cllrs used dispensation in place.
3. Public Participation
Cllr Batte was in the Chair during the Public Participation.

C Stanley, L Francis and two other members of the public attended the meeting to raise concerns about the RTYC barrier restricting vehicular access towards Tommy Dodd. They felt this unfairly discriminated against people with mobility issues. The Community Council advised the group to submit their concerns to RTYC in writing.
Cllrs Holliday, Harding, Siddall, Stephens and Afzal all declared an interest during the discussion and left the room. 
It was noted that P Lilly, V Evans and C Lilly were also in attendance
4. Minutes RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the meeting held on the 2nd June 2026 – proposed by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Afzal. 
5. Minutes RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the Annual meeting held on the 12th May 2026 – proposed by Cllr Dalton and seconded by Cllr Wyld.
6. Minutes RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the Burial Authority held on the 17th June 2026 – proposed by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Holliday. 
7. Matters Arising
7.1 Update on Handyman Works – The Clerk provided a summary of the Handyman’s work during the month. This month’s invoice totalled £639.64 included a salary of £625 and materials of £7.99 bin bags and £6.65 tree stake. This was proposed for payment by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Holliday
7.2 Update on Fisheries and cockling issues – The Clerk updated the Council on the work of the Three Rivers Community Group. Members were asked to consider whether to seek remuneration from cockling industry buyers, but no decision was reached. The Clerk also noted the recent Level Crossing incident and advised that investigations by the British Transport Police and DPP were ongoing.
Members raised ongoing concerns about the Level Crossing barrier and asked the Clerk to contact Network Rail.
County Cllr L Davies joined the meeting during the discussion.  

7.3 Update on the Visitors Signage – County Cllr L Davies updated the Council on the Visitors Signage Board. The Community Council felt it should focus on St Ishmael and not just Ferryside. 
7.4 Update on the Pitch The Clerk referred to correspondence on the matter, which had been circulated to members before the meeting. It was noted that any further decisions regarding the pitch had been requested to be taken by recorded vote.
The Clerk updated members on advice received from Zurich Insurance and other sources. Following a robust discussion, including comments from members of the public, it was agreed that anyone wishing to lease the pitch would require a contract. It was also noted that, due to the condition of the pitch, its use was likely to be by village children rather than for professional purposes. Cllr Harding proposed that the pitch remain unchanged for the time being. If a recognised local body wished to contact the football club about installing dual posts, the Community Council would permit this installation, with funding to be agreed by the parties seeking the installation. This was seconded by Cllr Wyld.

Cllr Batte requested a recorded vote. Cllrs Harding, Wyld, Batte, Siddall, Holliday and Dalton voted in favour. Cllr Afzal voted against, and Cllrs Gibbon and Stephens abstained.
RESOLVED that this motion represented the Council’s final decision on the matter.
Cllr Thomas and Cllr King declared an interest and left the room during the discussion. 

7.5 Update on the Portway Turning – The Clerk updated the Council to say that CCC had informed the Clerk that the budget was currently not available for the work to be undertaken. Cllr Gibbon asked the Clerk to go back to CCC. 
7.6 Update on Salem Cemetery – The Clerk updated the members that an internment had been carried out on the 3rd July. The Burial Authority wishes to purchase a noticeboard for 2 x A4 sheets. Cllr Wyld proposed that a budget of £400 be set for the purchase, this was seconded by Cllr King. 
7.7 Update on Dog-related issues – The Clerk reported that Cllrs Holliday, Batte, Siddall and Afzal, together with the Clerk, had met with M Roberts and two other CCC officers. They recommended addressing dog fouling, dog-related anti-social behaviour and littering through an educational campaign involving the school. The campaign would include newsletters, posters, school engagement and an audit with pupils. Members agreed to adopt this approach, with work to begin in September. The Clerk also advised that the “Fix My Street” app should be used by Cllrs and members of public when reporting any matter to CCC. 
7.8 Update on the Hanging Baskets – The Clerk updated the that 6 hanging baskets had been placed on Ferryside Square. Help would be needed to water the baskets during the hot weather and during 2 weeks in August when the handyman was away. Cllr Siddall and Cllr Holliday offered to assist.
7.9 Update on the third corner of the Car Park – The Clerk confirmed that CCC officer M Jacobs had given permission for a Christmas tree to be planted on the third corner of the CP (opposite the school). Cllr Thomas would seek advice from Gower Christmas Trees. 
7.10  Update on the Audit Process – The Clerk updated the Council on the work remaining for the full Audit and also explained that the box file would need to be posted with full insurance or delivered to the offices in Cardiff. 
7.11  Update on Wenallt Works – The Clerk updated the Council that the pitch was currently too dry to slit and would be done later in the year. The grass was being cut fortnightly, and the bridleways were cut monthly. Cllr Dalton and Cllr Thomas agreed to meet Mr Evett to discuss additional work that may be required on the Bridleways. 
8. To receive items of correspondence
Cllr Gibbon left the meeting.

	No
	Subject
	From
	Action

	1
	Ferryside Football Goals
	Various x 13
	All comments were noted. Items had been shared with the Council prior to the meeting.

	2
	Process Queries
	V Evans
	Process Queries were noted for future discussions. Email had been shared with the Council prior to the meeting.

	3
	Pale Field Pitch
	P Lilly
	The letter was noted. Letter had been shared with the Council prior to the meeting.

	4
	Request to install a wedding marquee
	DG Dark and E Ouldred
	The Clerk read the letter of request to install a wedding marquee on the Pale Field in June 2027. All in favour of permission being granted.

	5
	Permission of erect Chalk Board advertising
	L Warren
	Following a discussion, Cllr Afzal proposed permission not be granted, this was seconded by Cllr Dalton. Ms Warren would be informed about the Visitors Signage for Ferryside Village Square. Cllr Batte was in the Chair during item 8.5 as Cllr Holliday declared an interest and left the room. 

	6
	Poasts on the Pale Field
	V Evans
	The letter was noted. Letter had been shared with the Council prior to the meeting. 

	7
	Closure of access to vehicles (RTYC barrier)
	C Standley
	The email was noted. Discussion had taken place in Public Participation.  

	8
	Rugby Update
	E Thomas
	Noted as part of item 7.4.

	9
	Reminder Join us for a record-breaking National Conference!
	OVW
	Noted

	10
	Welsh Government - Three Rivers Cockle Fishery meeting notes
	E Mills
	Shared

	11
	Turning on to the Portway
	D Evans
	Noted as part of 7.5

	12
	Section 6 Reports
	Biodiversity, OVW
	Noted

	13
	ONE VOICE WALES E BULLETIN ISSUE 25
	OVW
	Noted

	14
	COMMUNITY ASSET TRAINING SESSION
	OVW
	Noted

	15
	One Voice Wales Funding Newsletter June 2026
	OVW
	Noted

	16
	Sports Equipment
	Zurich Municipal
	Noted

	17
	What Could Your Council Do?
	OVW
	Noted

	18
	Ferryside football goals
	S Maceachen
	See item 1

	19
	Football posts Saving of
	L Evans
	See item 1

	20
	FS-CASE-Number 838069198 TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE C2119 08.07.26 PORTWAY FERRYSIDE SA17 5UD CAUSEWAY ONE NETWORK REF 150497101
	CCC
	Shared

	21
	Goal Posts
	P Morgan
	See item 1

	22
	Goal posts Ferryside
	K Jones
	See item 1.

	23
	Ferryside Football Posts
	S Cresser
	See item 1

	24
	Goal Posts
	M Hammond
	See item 1

	25
	Bureau Funding Opportunities
	CCC
	Noted

	26
	Ferryside football goal posts
	A Morgan
	See item 1

	27
	Football posts in Ferryside
	R Hammond
	See item 1

	28
	Ferryside playing field (football goals)
	K Jones
	See item 1

	29
	Ferryside goal posts
	A Hammond
	See item 1

	30
	Temporary Road Closure C2119 Water Street and Portway, Ferryside
	CCC
	Shared

	31
	Young people 
	CCC
	Noted

	32
	TRAINING DATES - JUNE - SEPTEMBER 202
	OVW
	Noted 

	33
	Planning Applications 01/06/2026 - 05/06/2026
	CCC
	Noted

	34
	Ferryside goal posts
	T Maceachon
	See item 1

	35
	Grant Award FSWA – thank you
	Ferryside Village Hall
	Noted

	36
	Tree Ferryside Car Park
	D Evans
	Noted

	37
	Councillor enquiry ref CE832967717 Road Cleansing - Tripenhad road towards Cwm Mill, Ferryside
	Cllr LE Davies
	Noted

	38
	Sports Day
	H Williams
	Noted

	39
	Environment 
	CCC
	Noted

	40
	Garden section of the car park Ferryside
	J Owen
	Noted

	41
	Welsh Government - Three Rivers cockle fishery
	Clerk of Laugharne Township CC
	Noted

	42
	Football posts
	A Rollason
	See item 1

	43
	Football posts
	S Jones
	See item 1

	44
	Posters
	Llandyfaelog Show
	Shared

	45
	Invitation to Community Flood Volunteer Events 2026
	OVW
	Noted

	46
	Planning Applications 08/06/2026 - 12/06/2026
	CCC
	Noted

	47
	Internment 
	Autumn Leaf
	Noted

	48
	Hanging Baskets
	Wrenvale
	Noted

	49
	Community Dog Safety & Wellbeing Project – Request for Local Feedback from Town and Community Councils during July
	A Steanson
	Noted

	50
	PL/11019 - Cais cynllunio ymgynghori - Planning application consultation
	CCC
	Noted

	51
	Dispensation Enquiry
	Cllr LE Davies
	Noted

	52
	Ty Mawr
	EED Planning Enforcement
	Noted

	53
	Consultation of Draft Supplementary Planning Guidance
	CCC
	Noted

	54
	Turning onto the Portway (C2119/C2074 Junction Improvement request)
	NJ Smith
	See item 7.5

	55
	Now Open: £500 grants for councils taking a first step
	OVW
	Noted

	56
	Concerns re dogs and dog fouling on the Pale Field
	M Roberts
	See item 7.7

	57
	One Voice Wales E Bulletin issue 26
	OVW
	Noted 

	58
	Request for Code of Conduct data
	R Edgecombe
	Noted

	59
	Welsh Government - Three Rivers Cockle Fishery
	Fisheries
	Noted

	60
	Wales Nature Week 2026

	OVW
	Noted

	61
	Three Rivers Community Group
	Clerk of Laugharne Township CC
	Noted

	62
	Planning Applications 15/06/2026 - 19/06/2026
	CCC
	Noted

	63
	National Conference & Awards Ceremony 1.7.26
	OVW
	Noted

	64
	02.07.2026 Community & Town Council Liaison Forum
	OVW
	Noted

	65
	We received your claim for a VAT refund
	HMRC
	Noted

	66
	Temporary Road Closure C2119 Portway, Ferryside - One.Network ID 150834831
	CCC
	Noted

	67
	Verges Llansaint
	D Evans
	Noted

	68
	PL/11048 - Cais cynllunio ymgynghori - Planning application consultation
	CCC
	Noted

	69
	Commercial Banner Enquiry
	P Lilly
	Noted

	70
	Invitation – Church Service
	G Squires
	Shared

	71
	Carmarthen Area Committee Meeting 14.7.26
	OVW
	Noted

	72
	Practice Development Note 28
	OVW
	Noted

	73
	Christmas Tree in Car Park
	M Jacobs
	See item 7.9

	74
	PL/11030 - Cais cynllunio ymgynghori - Planning application consultation
	CCC
	Noted

	75
	PL/11089 - Cais cynllunio ymgynghori - Planning application consultation
	CCC
	Noted

	76
	Planning Applications 22/06/2026 - 26/06/2026
	CCC
	Noted

	77
	Incomplete information being provided for audit
	D Evans
	Noted

	78
	Town and Community Councils update
	CCC
	Noted

	79
	Councillor enquiry ref CE853115988 | Visitor Information Signage for Ferryside
	Cllr LE Davies
	See item 7.3

	80
	Planning Applications 29/06/2026 - 03/07/2026
	CCC
	Noted


9. Planning Applications for consideration

  
PL/11048  - Eva Terrace, Ferryside, SA17 5TD – no objections raised.
PL/11030 - Blossom Farm, Portway, Ferryside, Kidwelly, SA17 5JP – The Clerk was asked to email Planning to establish if this was a permanent residence by Cllr Stephens, this was seconded by Cllr Batte.  

    PL/11089 - Y Siop, Portway, Ferryside, SA17 5RR  - no objections raised.
DNS CAS-03952-H9R8G4 – Heolddu Solar Farm – Following discussion, the Clerk was asked to submit an objection on the grounds of flood risk from water run-off and drainage concerns, noting that Ferryside is the lowest point in Carmarthenshire and had seen a concerning increase in flooding in the last two years. Additional concerns included the loss of productive farmland and habitat, and the industrialisation of the countryside. This was proposed by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Afzal.

Cllr Wyld declared an interest and left the room during the discussion. 

EN0110036 – Gwynt Glas Offshore Wind Farm (pre-application) – Members asked the Clerk to request further information on how the project may connect to the Llandyfaelog sub-station via land within St Ishmael parish.
10. Financial Assistance Requests
The Clerk presented one Financial Assistance request to the Council, it had been agreed in the June meeting that this could be presented again in July if HWB Llansaint CIC could provide the necessary information: 

HWB Llansaint CIC – Cllr Batte proposed that a donation of £460 be made, this was seconded by Cllr Harding. 
Cllr Afzal declared an interest in HWB Llansaint and left the room during the discussion on these matters. 
11. Clerks additional work and hours

The Clerk explained to the Council that additional hours had been required in June due to the volume of work currently being undertaken, the Chair was fully aware of this. Ten additional hours had been worked making the salary for June 2026 £868.32 (up from £707.52) and consequently the Employers NIC contribution would also be higher at £67.70 (up from £43.58). This would result in a total increased cost of £184.92. 
The payment of the additional hours was proposed by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Siddall.
12. To Approve the following Accounts for payment 
FSEG – MUGA monthly standing charge - £10.00

Julie Rees – Clerks salary – £868.32
Julie Rees – Travelling expenses - £30.39
Julie Rees – General expenses - £32.63
HM Revenue and Customs - £67.70
Mr M Leefe – Handyman hours and materials - £639.64
Mr M Leefe – Periphery of Pale Field grass cutting - £150.00
Wenallt Spraying – Pale Field Grass Cutting and Bridleways – NET £1,058 VAT £211.60 GROSS £1,269.60
Wenallt Spraying – Pale Field Grass Cutting - NET £389.00 VAT £77.80 GROSS £466.80
Wenallt Spraying – Pale Field Grass Cutting - NET £389.00 VAT £77.80 GROSS £466.80
Mr G Pugh – Salem Cemetery Grass cutting 4th - £195.00
SC Jones – Internal Audit – NET £150.00 VAT £30.00 GROSS £180.00

Audit Wales office – 2024/25 Audit - £200.00

It was also noted that a direct debit payment of £15.12 was taken by British Gas on the 06/07/2026.  
All payments were proposed for payment by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Holliday. All in agreement.
The Clerk went on to explain the advice from One Voice Wales regarding the payment of salaries to the Clerk and Handyman in August. It was agreed that the withholding of salaries was not good practice. 

Cllr Batte proposed that the August salaries be made as normal in August and that the Financial Regulations would be amended to reflect this, this was seconded by Cllr Holliday. All in agreement.  

RESOLVED that the cheques be duly signed. 
13. Review of Quarterly Budget
The Clerk presented the Quarterly Budget Return.  

The Clerk also presented a breakdown of the payments received during the quarter:

	From:
	Payment Type 
	Value (£) 

	CCC
	1/3 of precept payment
	14,282.66

	Barclays
	 Interest 
	                         102.62 

	HMRC VAT
	 VAT 
	                      1,694.05 

	Barclays
	 Interest 
	                           43.57 


The Quarterly Budget was proposed for acceptance and publication by Cllr Dalton and seconded by Cllr Stephens. 
14. Review of Training Plan
The Council reviewed the document and agreed on the training courses needing to be attended. The Training Plan was agreed and would be amended and published by the Clerk in due course. 
15. Review of Investment Strategy
The Clerk presented the Investment Strategy for 2026-27. Cllr Afzal proposed the Investment Strategy be accepted; this was seconded by Cllr Holliday. 
16. Review of Biodiversity Plan
The Clerk presented the Biodiversity Plan and informed the Council that the biodiversity committee would like to recommend adopting Area A of Rachel Carters plan to develop the woodland area near the MUGA. This would include improving the drainage, plug planting, habitat boxes and adding paths through the woodland. Funding would be sought from One Voice Wales for the project. 
Cllr Harding proposed that the recommendation be accepted the biodiversity plan be amended accordingly, this was seconded by Cllr King.
Cllr Afzal left the meeting.
17. Concerns regarding speeding
The Chair raised concerns regarding the speeding along Eva Terrace near the school. The Clerk had filed a report with Go Safe who had confirmed they would attend when duties allowed. The Clerk encouraged everyone to report all instances of speeding to Go Safe. Cllr Thomas raised concern that the speeding metric was often not working. 
18. Any Other Business
18.1  Cllr Batte raised concern regarding the hedgerow alongside Carmarthen road needed to be cut. Calon Y Fferi hedges also needed to be cut. 

18.2 Cllr Harding wished to remind the members that anyone wishing to correspond with RTYC regarding the barriers should write to the RTYC secretary. 
18.3  Cllr Thomas asked if the verges could be cut earlier in the year to prevent areas like the Coast Road becoming very overgrown.
18.4  Cllr Thomas noted that work had begun on the Queens Road. 
18.5  Cllr Dalton was concerned that bags of rubbish were being left next to CCC litter bins in Llansaint.   
18.6  Cllr Thomas informed the Council that a family fun day would be held on the 29th August by Ferryside Rugby, Sports and Social Club. 
18.7  County Cllr Davies informed the Council that changes to waste services would be introduced in the Autumn. Any questions or concerns should be directed to County Cllr Davies. 
18.8  County Cllr Davies informed the Council that due to an issue at Nimpwll Reservoir, low water pressure may affect the area. 

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 21:43.
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