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St Ishmael Community Council

Draft Minutes of the Meeting held in Ferryside Village Hall on 2nd June 2026.
PRESENT: 


Cllr Holliday, Cllr P Stephens, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Siddall, Cllr George, Cllr Batte, Cllr Afzal, Cllr Gibbon, Cllr Harding, Cllr Wyld and J Rees (Clerk). 
In the Chair: Cllr J Holliday
1. Apologies for Absence

RESOLVED that apologies for absence be accepted from Cllr King, Cllr Dalton and County Cllr L Davies. 
2. Declaration of Interests
Cllr Thomas declared an interest in item 5.4 and 6 (Ty Mawr)
Cllr Afzal declared an interest in item 7 (HWB Llansaint and Ferryside Social and Welfare Association)

Cllr Holliday declared an interest in item 6 (Ty Mawr)
3. Public Participation
It was noted that Mr Pope and Ms Evans were in attendance and in agreement with the Chair would be given the opportunity to address the Council at item 5.4. 
4. Minutes RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the meeting held on the 12th May 2026 – proposed by Cllr Harding and seconded by Cllr Gibbon. 
5. Matters Arising
5.1 Update on Handyman Works – the Clerk updated the Council on the work carried out by the handyman during the month. The Handyman had confirmed that the old noticeboard was still usable, and it was agreed that if suitable it could be donated to Ferryside Village Hall for use to advertise their events. 
5.2 Update on meeting with Laugharne Township Community Council and Llansteffan and Llanybri Community Council – Cllr Stephens updated the Council on the meeting to discuss common issues and concerns in relation to cockling. A spokesperson was agreed to represent all the three CC’s at the Fisheries meeting the following day. It was hoped more meetings to raise common issues would be arranged. 
5.3 Update on Fisheries Meeting – Cllr Stephens and Cllr Holliday updated the Council on the meeting with Fisheries prior to the Three Rivers Cockle Picking opening expected to be in July. The opening was likely to be shorter than in previous years. 
5.4 Update on the dual posts – The Clerk read a letter from Ferryside Rugby, Sports & Social Club stating that, following a committee meeting, dual posts were considered unacceptable and that permission should be granted for rugby posts to be installed within 7 days. A lengthy discussion followed on the option of moveable football posts, with Mr Pope and Ms Evans invited to comment. 
Concerns were raised by the Clerk and members about the practicality, safety and the insurance cover of this arrangement, as the pitch would need to remain available for football most of the time. 

Cllr Wyld proposed that rugby posts be installed and that movable football posts also be placed on the pitch in front of the rugby posts, subject to insurance cover. If insurance cover was not available, the Rugby Club would need to confirm whether its policy covered public liability on the moveable posts. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Gibbon.

Cllr Afzal proposed an amendment to Cllr Wyld’s proposal, adding that an agreement should be in place between the Ferryside Rugby, Sports & Social Club and Ferryside AFC to protect all parties. This was seconded by Cllr Batte.

Cllr Wyld’s proposal received five votes, while Cllr Afzal’s amendment received two. The original proposal was carried. 

Cllr Wyld clearly stated that the responsibility should rest with Ferryside Rugby Sports & Social Club to provide the rugby posts and either adapt the football posts with wheels or purchase new movable football posts. Mr Pope, Chair of the Ferryside Rugby, Sports & Social Club, said he would take the matter back to the committee. 
It was resolved that the Clerk investigate the insurance and report back to the Council. No changes were permitted until the Council were satisfied at the next meeting that everything had been agreed and verified. 
5.5 Update on the Portway Turning – The Clerk informed the Council that Mr D Evans, Highways was prepared to meet the Council for a site visit. It was agreed that the Clerk arrange a meeting with Cllr Gibbon and Cllr Thomas on the 9th May. 
5.6 Update on dog issues – The Clerk informed the Council that Mr M Roberts, CCC, was happy to meet with the Council to discuss their concerns. A meeting would be arranged with Cllr Afzal, Cllr Thomas and Cllr Gibbon. The Clerk informed the Council that a replacement banner (5ft x 3ft) would cost £40.80 (inc VAT). Cllr Wyld proposed the banner be purchased, this was seconded by Cllr Afzal. 
6. To receive items of correspondence
	1
	Ystrad Bridge (Ystrad Stream) pebble deposit restricting water flow / flooding risk NRW:00810158
	NRW
	Cllr Batte explained his concern regarding this matter. The Clerk was instructed to ask NRW for an update. 

	2
	Revised Carmarthenshire Local Development Plan (LDP) 2018 – 2033
	CCC
	The Clerk shared the information with the members, this was noted. 

	3
	Memorial Game for Mel Jones
	P Lilley
	The Clerk sought permission for the pitch to be used on the 18th July for a memorial game to raise money for local charities. Permission was granted.

All in favour. 

	4
	CONSULTATION - Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 – Byways Open to All Traffic 29/5, 28/15, 29/6 and 28/9, Cwmffrwd, Carmarthenshire
	K Stiles
	The Clerk shared the information with the members, this was noted. 

	5
	Football Pitch Enquiry
	Young Valley FC
	The Clerk explained the enquiry to the Council and was instructed to ask for further information. 

	6
	Ty Mawr
	R Collins
	The Clerk informed the Council that Mr Collins had been in touch raising concerns about an extension built without planning permission at Ty Mawr. The Clerk was asked to contact Planning Enforcement to make them aware of the matter.
Cllr Holliday and Cllr Thomas left the room during the discussion. Cllr Batte Chaired the meeting for this item. 

	7
	𝗕𝗶𝗼𝗱𝗶𝘃𝗲𝗿𝘀𝗶𝘁𝘆 𝗧𝗲𝗮𝗺 Webnar
	OVW
	Shared 

	8
	Upcoming Digital Skills Training from CloudyIT – Ready to Share
	OVW
	Shared

	9
	PCC Bulletin
	OPCC Communication
	Noted

	10
	One Voice Wales Funding Newsletter May 2026
	OVW
	Noted

	11
	Hanging Baskets 2026
	Wrenvale
	Noted

	12
	REMINDER - TRAINING DATES - MAY - JUNE 2026
	W Patience 
	Shared

	13
	May & June Newsletter
	Llansaint Welfare Hall
	Noted

	14
	Introducing Gwynt Glas
	Gwynt Glas
	Shared

	15
	Carmarthenshire YFC Rally 2026: Invitation
	E Thomas
	Noted

	16
	Community Concerns
	M Dickenson
	Noted

	17
	Health Board launches refreshed long-term strategy
	HDUHB
	Shared

	18
	Cost of Living Crisis Project - Information and Resources
	OVW
	Shared

	19
	Training Dates
	NFP Workshops
	Shared

	20
	Planning Applications 04/05/2026 - 08/05/2026
	CCC
	Noted

	21
	Carmarthenshire Area Committee 15.4.26
	OVW
	Noted

	22
	Community Cohesion Small Grants Fund - 2026/27
	CCC
	Shared

	23
	Community Renewable Energy Grant
	CCC
	Noted

	24
	𝗕𝗶𝗼𝗱𝗶𝘃𝗲𝗿𝘀𝗶𝘁𝘆 𝗣𝗮𝗰𝗸𝗮𝗴𝗲𝘀
	OVW
	Noted

	25
	Peoples Emergency Briefing-Caerfyrddin
	P Hughes
	Shared

	26
	Ferryside Classic Club Show
	C Brown
	Noted

	27
	One Voice Wales E bulletin Issue 24
	OVW
	Shared

	28
	Funding Opportunities
	CCC
	Noted

	29
	Find Your Volunteer Role Webinar
	OPCC Communications 
	Noted

	30
	TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE U2232 QUEENS LLANSAINT SA17 5HZ 09/06/26 CAUSEWAY ONE NETWORK REF 150017710
	CCC
	Noted

	31
	Forthcoming Courses
	NFP Workshops
	Shared

	32
	Planning Applications 11/05/2026 - 15/05/2026
	CCC
	Shared

	33
	One Voice Wales Anti- Racism Action Plan Webinar Follow up
	OVW
	Noted

	34
	Have your say on future pharmacy services
	HDUHB
	Shared

	35
	Turning onto the Portway
	D Evans
	Noted

	36
	FS-CASE-Number FS-Case-836646105 TO15 WORKS RHIWLON UCHAF, PORTWAY C2119 02.06.26 SA175EJ CAUSEWAY ONE REF 150131467
	CCC
	Noted

	37
	Join us for a record-breaking National Conference!
	OVW
	Shared

	38
	Bureau - Allotment Grant
	CCC
	Shared

	39
	RTYC Barriers
	S Annett
	Noted

	40
	Are you ready for Martyn’s Law? Join our expert webinar.
	Zurich Municipal
	Noted

	41
	Concerns re dogs
	M Roberts, CCC
	Noted

	42
	Young People
	CCC
	Noted

	43
	Health and Wellbeing
	CCC
	Shared

	44
	Glan Tywi Grass Verges
	D Evans
	Noted


7. Financial Assistance Requests
The Clerk presented three Financial Assistance requests to the Council: 

Llansaint Welfare Hall – Cllr Thomas proposed an amount of £1000 (£750 grant and £250 grass cutting donation). 

Cllr Gibbon proposed £750 grant with £500 contribution towards grass cutting, this was seconded by Cllr Batte. It was resolved that £1250 be donated.  
Ferryside Social and Welfare Association – Cllr Thomas proposed that £1500 be donated, this would include £750 from the current budget and £750 from the reserves in respect of the previous years unclaimed grant. This was seconded by Cllr Siddall. All in favour.
It was resolved that the Clerk send a letter to FS&WA to explain the reason for the increased grant amount. 

HWB Llansaint – unfortunately, HWB Llansaint had been unable to provide a Financial Statement in time for the meeting. Cllr Harding proposed that the application be considered at the July meeting if a financial information could be provided, Cllr Batte seconded the proposal.  
It was resolved that the Clerk inform HWB Llansaint of the decision. 

Cllr Afzal declared an interest in Ferryside Social and Welfare Association and HWB Llansaint and left the room during the discussion on these matters. 
8. To Approve the following Accounts for payment 
FSEG – MUGA monthly standing charge - £10.00

Julie Rees – Clerks salary – £707.52
Julie Rees – Travelling expenses - £19.88
Julie Rees – General expenses - £27.21
HM Revenue and Customs - £43.58
Mr M Leefe – Handyman hours - £625.00
Mr M Leefe – Periphery of Pale Field grass cutting - £150.00
Wenallt Spraying – Pale Field Grass Cutting 3rd - NET £389.00 VAT £77.80 GROSS £466.80
Wenallt Spraying – Pale Field Grass Cutting 4th - NET £389.00 VAT £77.80 GROSS £466.80
Wenallt Spraying – Bridleway Maintenance - NET £280 VAT £56.00 GROSS £336.00
Mr G Pugh – Salem Cemetery Grass cutting 3rd - £195.00
Llansaint Welfare Hall – Grant - £750.00

Llansaint Welfare Hall – Grass cutting contribution - £500.00

Ferryside Social & Welfare Association – Grant - £1500.00
It was also noted that a direct debit payment of £15.12 would be taken by British Gas on the 08/06/2026.  
All payments were proposed for payment including the list of handyman expenses by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Holliday. All in agreement.
RESOLVED that the cheques be duly signed. 
9. Internal Audit Results
The Clerk advised of the Internal Audit Findings. This was noted with no further action was necessary. 
Cllr Afzal offered the thanks to the Clerk for completing all the work involved.
10. Approval of Accounts 2025-26
The Clerk presented the annual return and governance statements within the Annual Return to the Council. Following further consideration, the Annual Return was proposed for approval by Cllr Wyld and seconded by Cllr Batte. The Annual Return was duly signed by the Chairman and Clerk.

It was resolved that the Clerk and the Chair should sign the Annual Return and it should be submitted in due course along with all the supporting information required for a full Audit. 
11. Review of Risk Assessment and Financial Management
The Clerk presented the Council Risk Assessment and Financial Management for approval. 
The document was proposed for approval by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Harding. 
12. St Ishmael Community Council Annual Report 2025-26

The Clerk presented the Annual Report to the Council, this was proposed for approval by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Holliday. 

13. Review of Code of Conduct

The Clerk presented the Council the Code of Conduct for review. 

The Code of Conduct was proposed for approval by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Afzal.
14. Review of Standing Orders

The Clerk presented the Council the Standing orders for review. 

The Standing Orders were proposed for approval by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Harding. 
15. Christmas Committee Terms of Reference

The Clerk presented the Christmas Committee Terms of Reference to the members of the CC. Cllr Batte proposed the Terms of Reference, this was seconded by Cllr Holliday. 
16. Pollution of the Towy

Cllr Siddall updated members on the current pollution of the Towy. It was noted that, for NRW to monitor pollution levels, Ferryside would need to be designated as a bathing site, which would require supporting evidence. Cllr Harding confirmed that RTYC was investigating the matter further.
17. Any Other Business
17.1  Cllr Holliday was very concerned about speeding through Ferryside especially near the school. It was agreed that this would be on the agenda in the next meeting. The Clerk reminded the Council that all speeding incidents witnessed should be reported to Go Safe. 
17.2  Cllr Holliday suggested an inventory of the Portacabin needed to take place. It was agreed that this would be carried out by Cllr Afzal, Cllr Holliday and Cllr Batte, along with representatives from Ferryside Rugby, Sports and Social Club, Ferryside AFC, Mr Greenwell from the former Tennis Club and a representative of the former Cricket Club (if they could be identified).  
17.3  Cllr Gibbon informed the Council that Panteg Square needed to be cut. Cllr Gibbon preceded to leave the meeting.
17.4  Cllr Batte informed the Council that the work done on the school corner last year had regrown and needed attention. 
17.5  Cllr Batte informed the Council that the tree on the corner nearest the Church was again overhanging the pavement. 
17.6  Cllr Batte expressed disappointment in two saplings on the Pale Field being vandalised. Any replacements would be reviewed in the Autumn. 
17.7  Cllr Stephens updated the Council on FSEG having new trustees and upgrading the building. 
17.8  Cllr Harding updated the Council that a new barrier had been installed at RTYC. He informed the Council that damage caused to the barrier had been caught on CCTV and the matter would be pursued. 
17.9  Cllr Thomas informed the Council that a Family Fun Day would be held on the 18th July. There would be live entertainment from 1pm.
17.10 Cllr Thomas informed the Council about a reoccurrence of a “sink hole” outside Maes Y Ffynnon. The Clerk would speak to Highways. 
17.11 Cllr Siddall asked that out of respect, the Clerk inform the organisers of the memorial game that the Family Fun Day would take place on the same day, 
17.12 Cllr Siddall informed the Council of the biodiversity grant opportunities were available from One Voice Wales. It was agreed that the Biodiversity Committee would meet to investigate this further. 
The Community Council agreed that the next meeting would be held on the 14th July 2026 at Llansaint Welfare Hall.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 21:45.
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