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St Ishmael Community Council

Draft Minutes of the Meeting held in Ferryside Village Hall on 14th April 2026.
PRESENT: 


Cllr P Stephens, Cllr Batte, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Siddall, Cllr King, Cllr Dalton, Cllr Afzal, Cllr Gibbon, Cllr Holliday, Cllr Harding, County Cllr LE Davies, and J Rees (Clerk). 
In the Chair: Cllr P Stephens
1. Apologies for Absence

RESOLVED that apologies for absence be accepted from Cllr Wyld and Cllr George. 
2. Declaration of Interests
Cllr Thomas, Cllr King and County Cllr Davies declared an interest in item 5.11
Cllr Harding declared an interest in item 5.8
3. Public Participation
Mr Pope, Mr Aveline and Ms Yan were in attendance to speak to the Community Council about the proposition by the Rugby Club to restore the rugby posts on the Pale Field. It was agreed that a full proposition would be sent to the CC for consideration. 
4. Minutes RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the meeting held on the 3rd March 2026 – proposed by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Dalton. 
5. Matters Arising
5.1 Update on Llansaint planters – The Clerk informed the Council that the new planter in Llansaint had been filled with topsoil at a cost of £60.00 (handyman expenses). Cllr Afzal asked if the planter might need to be stained to preserve it and it was noted that bulbs were needed for the planter. 
5.2 Update on Salem Cemetery – The Clerk updated the Council that one of the gates at Salem Cemetery had been painted, the other gate would be done in due course. The gloss paint costing £55.20 had been purchased and was part of the handyman’s expenses claim. 
5.3 Update on gritting concerns – The Clerk updated the Council that subject to further concerns, a request for a grit box for the Llys Holcwm area had been requested but had been denied. It was noted that the nearest grit box would be on the corner of the coastal road leading to St Ishmael. A check would be carried out to ensure this was in place and full of grit. 
5.4 Update on St Ishmael fly-tipping – the Clerk informed the Council that Network Rail had confirmed that the fly-tipping on the St Ishmael embankment would be addressed within the next 6 months. 
5.5 Update on CKs crates – County Cllr Davies updated the Council that County Council officers would be attending the site in the coming days. 
5.6 Update on play area equipment – the Clerk had received a phone call from Joanna Leeson, Kompan, to say that the advice was that play equipment was of a robust standard for everyone to enjoy. The Clerk was awaiting written confirmation. 
5.7 Update on the Queens Road – Cllr Holliday and Cllr Thomas updated the Council on a meeting with Mr D Evans, it had been confirmed that the section of carriageway was included in 2026-27 financial year resurfacing program, however the final program and dates had not yet been confirmed.
5.8 Update on RTYC barriers – The Clerk read the response from the RTYC to the members. It was agreed that the response from the RTYC was satisfactory and that no further action was necessary at this time. All in agreement. The Clerk was asked to respond to Ms Annett on this basis. Cllr Harding declared an interest and left the room during the discussion on RTYC. 
5.9 Update on the Fisheries meeting – the Clerk confirmed that Fisheries had confirmed that a stock survey would be carried out in April with a stakeholders meeting being held in May. The Clerk also confirmed that the Chair and Clerk had been invited to a meeting with other Community Councils to discuss the common issues of concern.  
5.10  Update on Internal Audit – the Clerk confirmed that the internal audit engagement letter had been issued to Mr Jones. The cost of the internal audit had been set at £150 plus VAT with the cost of any additional work being agreed with the Council prior to the work being carried out. Cllr Batte proposed that the Clerk be paid additional hours to carry out the work for the full Audit, this was seconded by Cllr Dalton. 
5.11  Update on Rugby posts – Cllr Harding and Cllr Holliday reported on a meeting held with representatives of the Rugby Club regarding the reinstating of the rugby posts. It was proposed by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Afzal that the Council was minded to agree in principle, subject to the submission of a full written proposal including a map, and to satisfactory terms being agreed. Cllrs Thomas and King, and County Cllr Davies, withdrew from the meeting during the discussion.
6. To receive items of correspondence
	No
	Subject
	From
	Action

	1
	Full Audit Notice 2025-26 - Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion, Pembrokeshire
	D Evans
	The Clerk had shared the details of the Full Audit with the Council via email and encouraged members to familiarise themselves with the documentation. 

	2
	CLERKS & CHAIRS - ACCOUNTS CLOSURE AND PREPARATION OF THE ANNUAL RETURN FOR SUBMISSION TO AUDIT WALES 
	OVW
	The Clerk confirmed attendance at the training on the 7th April.

	3
	Tree on the Pale Field
	J Winters
	The Clerk shared the advice from Mr Winters on managing the health of the hawthorn tree and it was agreed that Cllr Batte would monitor. 

	4
	Diversion of footpath 62/11
	K Stiles
	The details had been shared with the Council prior to the meeting – no concerns or objections were raised.

	5
	Rugby Posts
	E Thomas
	The Clerk made the Council aware of the letter in support of the Rugby Posts which had been discussed at 5.11.

	6
	Cost of Living Crisis Project - Information and Resources
	OVW
	Shared

	7
	Llansaint Welfare Hall Newsletter
	Llansaint Welfare Hall
	Shared

	8
	Planning Applications 23/02/2026 - 27/02/2026
	CCC
	Shared

	9
	Salem Ferryside
	G Prideaux
	Noted

	10
	One Voice Wales Manifesto
	OVW
	Shared

	11
	Ferryside Car Park Recycling Bins and Cages
	J Bannister
	Noted

	12
	E-Bulletin Issue 19
	OVW
	Noted

	13
	The Ferryside Spring Clean
	G Austin
	Noted

	14
	Fisheries Enquiry
	E Mills
	Shared

	15
	St Ishmael Fly tipping
	Network Rail
	Shared

	16
	Planning Applications 02/03/2026 - 06/03/2026
	CCC
	Noted

	17
	Rugby Posts
	Y Jan
	Noted

	18
	St Ishmael CC Internal Audit
	S Jones
	Noted

	19
	Financial Assistance Request
	Llansaint Welfare Hall
	Noted

	20
	Churches and Chapels Funding Fair - the afternoon of the 25/03/2026
	OVW
	Noted

	21
	PL/10627 - Planning application consultation
	CCC
	Shared

	22
	Use of Ferryside Playing Field
	S Brown
	Noted

	23
	Planning Applications 09/03/2026 - 13/03/2026
	CCC
	Shared

	24
	One Voice Wales Funding Newsletter March 2026
	OVW
	Noted

	25
	FS-CASE-Number 802311870 TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE FERRY ROAD KIDWELLY
	CCC
	Noted

	26
	Gritting, Ferryside
	R Bamforth
	Shared

	27
	One Voice Wales E Bulletin issue 20
	OVW
	Shared

	28
	Planning Applications 16/03/2026 - 20/03/2026
	CCC
	Shared

	29
	PL/10671 - Planning application consultation
	CCC
	Noted

	30
	One Voice Wales National Awards 2026
	OVW
	Shared

	31
	Gritting Concerns
	N Griffiths
	Noted

	32
	Appeal for assistance from Local Authorities & Community Councils
	Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod
	Noted

	33
	Planning Applications 23/03/2026 - 27/03/2026
	CCC
	Shared

	34
	RTYC barriers response
	D Gravelle
	shared


7. Planning Applications for consideration
  PL/10627 - Drop the curb 4 low and two angled in order to create an off road dedicated car parking space, between the house and the garden North of the house, to remove the vehicle from the road side - Ty Hapus, 23 Heol Llansaint, Ferryside, SA17 5YP  - no objections raised.
PL/10671 - Removal of conservatory, addition of veranda, glazed ground floor extension with first floor balcony above. Changes to window openings and window arrangements. Vehicular entrance relocated - Roylan, Ferryside, SA17 5SP – no objections raised. 
8. To Approve the following Accounts for payment 
FSEG – MUGA monthly standing charge - £10.00

Julie Rees – Clerks salary – £707.52
Julie Rees – Travelling expenses - £10.32
Julie Rees – General expenses - £15.22
HM Revenue and Customs - £43.58
Mr M Leefe – Handyman hours plus materials (breakdown provided for approval) - £740.20
CCC – License for playing field - £2.00

CCC – Lease for playing field - £590.00

CCC – Footway energy charges – NET £821.88 VAT £164.38 GROSS £986.26

One Voice Wales – Annual Membership - £417.00

It was also noted that a direct debit payment of £13.60 would be taken by British Gas on the 7th April 2026.  
All payments were proposed for payment including the list of handyman expenses by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Dalton. All in agreement.

RESOLVED that the cheques be duly signed. 
9. Biodiversity Group Terms of Reference
The Clerk presented the Biodiversity Terms of Reference for review.

Cllr Harding proposed the Terms of Reference be accepted, this was seconded by Cllr Dalton. 
10. Quarterly Budget Review

The Clerk presented the quarterly budget to the Council for review. 

It was noted that donations totalling £300 has been made to the upkeep of Salem Cemetery during the quarter. It was also noted that interest payments totalling £125.15 had been received during the quarter.

Cllr Batte proposed that the budget be accepted, this was seconded by Cllr Afzal.   RESOLVED that the return be accepted and published. 
11. Fly-tipping concerns

The Council expressed its concern and frustration at fly-tipping in the area. It was agreed that closing the gate opposite Salem Cemetery may lessen the risk. Cllr Thomas agreed to contact the landowner.

The Clerk was asked to issue reporting information on social media / website. 

12. Any Other Business
12.1  Cllr Afzal asked the Clerk to follow up on the new Llansaint sign for the Broadway junction. 
12.2   Cllr Afzal asked the Clerk to follow up on the cleaning of the road and street signs throughout St Ishmael.
12.3  Cllr Afzal reported that the Llansaint sign on Ferry Road was pointing the wrong way. 

12.4  Cllr Holliday raised concerns of residents about the building works at Ty Mawr which did not appear to have planning permission.
12.5  Cllr Gibbon raised concerns about the turning onto the Portway (uphill) from Llansaint was dangerous and wondered if the embankment could be cut back to improve the visibility on the junction. 
12.6  Cllr Batte again raised concern that the road from Salem Cemetery towards Trecor and on to Cwm Mill needed cleaning. 
12.7  Cllr Batte informed the Council that the decision had been taken to delay the burial authority meeting until after the BA members had met with Mr G Williams from Llanelli Rural Burial Authority.  
12.8  Cllr Thomas raised concerns regarding large dips in the road filling with water in the road near Blossom Farm. 
12.9  Cllr Thomas again raised concerns regarding dogs running on the field and was concerned regarding the implications of this. It was agreed this would be placed on the Agenda in the May meeting. 
12.10 Cllr Dalton asked the Clerk to inform the handyman that the door of the Llansaint electric box was not closing again. 
12.11 Cllr Stephens informed the members that a meeting was being held at Ferryside Village Hall on the 16th April in a last attempt to save the Village Hall from sale. 
12.12 Cllr Stephens reminded the members that the next meeting on the 12th May would be preceded by the Annual meeting and attendance was encouraged. 

The Community Council agreed that the next meeting would be held on the 12th May 2026 at Llansaint Welfare Hall.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 21:00.
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