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St Ishmael Community Council

Draft Minutes of the Meeting held in Llansaint Welfare Hall on 3rd March 2026.
PRESENT: 


Cllr P Stephens, Cllr Batte, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Siddall, Cllr King, Cllr Dalton, Cllr George, Cllr Gibbon, County Cllr LE Davies, and J Rees (Clerk). 
In the Chair: Cllr P Stephens
1. Apologies for Absence

RESOLVED that apologies for absence be accepted from Cllr Holliday, Cllr Harding, Cllr Wyld and Cllr Afzal. 
The Clerk informed the Council that Cllr Afzal had asked for the members to be informed that Cllr Afzal was not in good health currently and was undergoing tests with results pending. 
2. Declaration of Interests
Cllr Thomas and Cllr King declared an interest in item 5.4. 
3. Public Participation
It was noted that no members of the public were in attendance. 
4. Minutes RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the meeting held on the 3rd February 2026 – proposed by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Gibbon. 
5. Matters Arising
5.1 Update on Llansaint planters – The Clerk confirmed that the new Llansaint planter had been made and will be in place in the next week.
5.2 Update on Hanging Baskets – The Clerk reported that three quotes had been requested for hanging baskets but only one had been received from Wrenvale: £30 plus VAT per hanging basket (6 x £30 = £180 plus VAT). The Clerk had investigated artificial hanging basket flowers; larger baskets would cost between £30 - £40 to fill. The Clerk had consulted with the handyman who advised that artificial flowers would be prone to breakage. Cllr Batte proposed ordering 6 x hanging baskets from Wrenvale and finding a water source on the Village Square, Cllr George seconded this. Cllr Siddall agreed to ask the Vicar regarding a water source, the Clerk would investigate alternatives.  
5.3 Update on gritting concerns – the Clerk read the response from CCC regarding the concerns raised in relation to the C2120 through Broadlay. The members were not happy with the response and asked the Clerk to write again. 
5.4 Update on Rugby post request – The Clerk reported that a further letter had been received from the Rugby Club Committee requesting a site meeting to discuss the proposed location of the rugby posts. It was agreed that such a meeting would be arranged by writing to the Chairman of the Rugby Club. The Clerk was also instructed to request additional written details outlining the Committee’s intentions. It was noted that no final decision could be made without consultation with the full Council. Cllr Thomas and Cllr King declared an interest and withdrew from the room.
5.5 Update on Public Toilets – The Clerk reported a phone call from CCC after writing to DANFO. The County Council officer confirmed that the plumbing issues had been resolved. A DANFO supervisor had been asked to carry out a cleanliness survey which may lead to a deep clean of the facilities. 
5.6 Update on Ferryside Foreshore – The Clerk had received an update from M Fairclough regarding the flood defences at the foreshore to say that Crown Estate were considering the issue internally. 
5.7 Update on the Queens Road – The Clerk reported that a Highways officer had confirmed that arrangements for a gang to attend and fill potholes and depressions with hot tarmac had been agreed. The road had been nominated for the resurfacing programme, but no final decision had been made. The Clerk had arranged for the Chair and Cllr Thomas to meet D Evans, Highways Inspector, on the 10th March to discuss the matter further. 
5.8 Update on the Llansaint sign – The Clerk reported that further to the request for a sign on the Broadway junction to indicate the way to Llansaint, CCC had confirmed that the investigation was complete, the sign had been designed and would be forwarded to the contractor once all the paperwork was completed. Cllr Thomas reminded the Clerk about the missing sign on Heol Hir. 
5.9 Update on the cleaning of the signs – The Clerk had spoken to Highways regarding the cleaning of road and street signs in the St Ishamel parish. CCC had confirmed that a work order had been issued and the work would be done in the next few weeks. 
5.10  Update on the end of the financial year – The Clerk reminded the Council that the 2025-26 accounts would be subject to a full Audit, and it was agreed that the Clerk contact S Jones to secure his services to conduct the internal audit in May. 
5.11  Update on the Multi Play Junior – The Clerk reported that P Buckley’s Risk Assessments had identified broken caps at the top of the Multi Play Jnr (a low risk). It was agreed that this work would be addressed once the full inspection report was received. 
6. To receive items of correspondence
	No
	Subject
	From
	Action

	1
	RTYC Barrier
	S Annett
	The Clerk read Ms Annetts letter. It was noted that Planning Enforcement had investigated the placement of the bollards in December 2022 and found that there was no breach. It was agreed that the Clerk write to RTYC and ask them to comment in writing on the issues raised in the letter.  It was also felt that it would be beneficial if RTYC issued a Public Notice of their plans. 

	2
	Use of Playing Field
	S Brown
	The Clerk read the letter from Mr Brown, Cllr Siddall proposed that the team should be given permission with a contact being drawn up, this was seconded by Cllr Dalton. 

	3
	Public Footpath 62/19 - collapsed wall to rear of White Lion, Ferryside - TRO extension application to Welsh Government Ministers
	K Stiles
	The Clerk read the information from K Stiles and this was noted.

	4
	The Ferryside Spring Clean (Beach and Marsh)
	Rev Austin
	The Clerk read the email and the contents were noted. 

	5
	Public Footpath 62/11 – Briardale (hedge cutting)
	K Stiles
	The Clerk read the information from K Stiles and this was noted.

	6
	Brush Clearance on the bank of Briardale, Ferryside
	N Tideswell 
	The Clerk read an email from Ms. Tideswell regarding the recent clearance of the embankment in front of three properties. Councillors visited the site on Thursday, 26 February on an unrelated matter and observed that the entire embankment had been cut, including areas owned by the County Council and leased to the Community Council. The Clerk was instructed to inform Ms. Tideswell that any work carried out on land leased by the Community Council requires prior permission. It was also noted that the gulley had been obstructed by branches and a suitcase, which must be cleared urgently to prevent blockage of the drainage pipe.

	7
	Town & Community Councils update
	CCC
	Shared

	8
	Carmarthenshire - Review of Electoral Arrangements - Notice of Final Recommendations Publication
	BDCC
	Shared

	9
	Glan Tywi grit bin
	CCC
	Shared

	10
	Advice on 3-year contract
	OVW
	Noted

	11
	Gritting of C2120 Broadlay – Response 
	CCC
	Noted

	12
	Planning Applications 26/01/2026 - 30/01/2026
	CCC
	Noted

	13
	IMPACT - Llais monthly newsletter
	Llais
	Shared

	14
	FS-CASE-NUMBER 789812830 TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE NEAR PARC Y GWENYN FERRYSIDE SA17 5YJ 09/03/2026
	CCC
	Shared

	15
	One Voice Wales National Awards 2026
	OVW
	Noted

	16
	The Financial Impact of Hate Crime (Pilot session)
	CCC
	Noted

	17
	Join EYST Wales: Why Should I Vote? – An Ethnic Minority Perspective
	CCC
	Noted

	18
	Digital Divide Research Project
	CCC
	Noted

	19
	PCC Bulletin
	Via OVW
	Noted

	20
	PL/10472 - Cais cynllunio ymgynghori - Planning application consultation
	CCC
	Shared 

	21
	Salem Cemetery
	M Smith
	Shared

	22
	Fly tipping report
	CCC
	Noted

	23
	Have your say on local community pharmacy services
	HDHB
	Shared

	24
	Planning Applications 02/02/2026 - 06/02/2026
	CCC
	Noted

	25
	Ferryside Village Hall Invoice
	W Andrews
	Noted

	26
	Big Belly Smart Bins - Fantastic introductory offer in partnership with Keep Wales Tidy
	OVW
	Shared

	27
	Last chance to apply
	Biodiversity
	Shared

	28
	Ferryside Public Toilets
	C Pugh
	Shared

	29
	Queens Road
	CCC
	Shared

	30
	Commissioner’s Newsletter: February 2026
	Via OVW
	Noted

	31
	REMINDER - Joint event One Voice Wales and Planning Aid Wales
	OVW
	Shared

	32
	Planning Applications 09/02/2026 - 13/02/2026
	CCC
	Noted

	33
	Hanging Baskets 2026
	Wrenvale
	Noted

	34
	Invitation - Honouring the Past, Shaping the Future: A community conversation about reopening Kidwelly’s Tinplate Museum
	O Williams
	Shared

	35
	Publication of the Annual Remuneration Report 2026–27
	Via OVW
	shared


7. Planning Applications for consideration
PL/10472 - Erection of agricultural building to cover existing yard, slurry channel and associated works - Manor Farm, Portway, Ferryside, SA17 5UE – no objections raised.
8. To Approve the following Accounts for payment 
FSEG – MUGA monthly standing charge - £10.00

Julie Rees – Clerks salary – £707.52
Julie Rees – Travelling expenses - £20.26
Julie Rees – General expenses - £39.75 (inc £22 combination lock for the Cemetery gate)
HM Revenue and Customs - £43.58
Mr M Leefe – Handyman hours plus materials (breakdown provided for approval) - £846.50
Peter Buckley – Play Area Risk Assessments - £75.00 
Ferryside Social & Welfare Association – Hall hire and storage room hire - £240.00

It was also noted that a direct debit payment of £15.12 would be taken by British Gas on the 9th March 2026.  
All payments were proposed for payment by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Dalton. All in agreement.

RESOLVED that the cheques be duly signed. 
9. Working Group Recommendations for Biodiversity Plan
The Clerk presented the recommendations of the Working Group based on the Biodiversity Plan provided by R Carter.
Cllr Batte proposed that the old cricket mats were lifted for inspection, if suitable, wildflower seeds could be applied for and sown in April, this was seconded by Cllr King. 

It was also agreed that the Working Group would report back in more detail in May on the recommendations, costs and timeframe. 
10. Review of Financial Assistance Policy
The Clerk presented the amended Financial Assistance Policy to reflect the motion in the February meeting to review Financial Assistance Requests quarterly in March, June, September and December. 
Cllr Dalton proposed that the Policy with amendment be accepted, this was seconded by Cllr Batte. 
The Clerk asked all members to ensure that organisations were informed of the change, an email would also be sent by the Clerk.  
11. Any Other Business
11.1  County Cllr Davies informed the Council that a celebration would take place on the 19th March to commemorate 170 years of Ysgol Glan y Fferi. 
11.2   Cllr Gibbon was pleased to see the work being undertaken at Panteg to improve the visibility at the junction. 
11.3   Cllr Dalton informed that Clerk that there was a problem with the lock on the Noticeboard in Llansaint.
11.4   Cllr Dalton informed the Council that recycling bins and cages were being stored in the Ferryside Car Park and infringing on parking spaces.
11.5   County Cllr Davies informed the members about the consultation taking place in relation to the potential closure of Meddygfa’r Sarn GP Surgery. Closure of the surgery would increase the number of patients at Meddygfa Minafon in Kidwelly.  
11.6   Cllr Stephens informed the Council that a County Council crew had been seen cleaning moss and weeds from the Ferryside Car Park.
11.7   Cllr Gibbon raised concerns that the pothole in Tir Bach had not been repaired. There was also an issue with the stream overflowing and water running down the road. 
The Community Council agreed that the next meeting would be held on the 14th of April 2026 at Ferryside Village Hall.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 20:55.
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