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St Ishmael Community Council

Draft Minutes of the Meeting held in Ferryside Village Hall on 3rd February 2026.
PRESENT: 


Cllr P Stephens, Cllr Batte, Cllr Harding, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Holliday, Cllr Siddall, Cllr King, Cllr Dalton, Cllr Wyld, Cllr Gibbon, County Cllr LE Davies (late), and J Rees (Clerk). 
In the Chair: Cllr P Stephens
1. Apologies for Absence

RESOLVED that apologies for absence be accepted from and Cllr George and Cllr Afzal. 
2. Declaration of Interests
The Clerk reminded the Council that item 11 may involve a discussion on football and rugby on the Pale field and declarations of interest should be made accordingly.
Cllr Thomas, Cllr Dalton and County Cllr LE Davies all declared an interest in item 11. 
3. Public Participation
It was noted that no members of the public were in attendance. 
4. Minutes RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the meeting held on the 13th January 2026 – proposed by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Dalton. 
5. Matters Arising
5.1 Update on Hedge cutting – the Clerk informed the Council that the Pale Field Hedge had been cut. No quotes had been received in relation to the Cemetery hedge.
5.2 Update on the cutting of the playing field –The Clerk reminded that Council that due to Ferryside AFC disbanding, the Council would need to plan to cut the playing field. The Clerk presented two options for consideration. The first option was for the Council to designate a biodiversity area equivalent in size to the football pitch. This would require the selection of a suitable area and the procurement of a contractor to undertake a cut‑and‑collect regime three times during the growing season. Alternatively, the Clerk reported that the existing contractor, Wenallt, could cut the playing field at an additional cost of £89 per cut, resulting in a total additional annual cost of £1,068. Members were reminded that the current contract was in its final year and due for re‑tendering for the 2027 season. The Clerk had sought advice from One Voice Wales, who recommended that the contract be amended to reflect the unforeseen change in circumstances.

Cllr Wyld proposed that the quote of £1,068 from Wenallt be accepted and that the contract be amended accordingly. This proposal was seconded by Cllr Batte.
County Cllr Davies joined the meeting. 

5.3 Update on the Llansaint planters – the Clerk updated the Council that the Men’s Shed had failed to provide a quote for the new planter. The handyman had provided an estimate of £90.00. This was proposed for acceptance by Cllr Dalton and seconded by Cllr Batte. 
5.4 Update on the Hanging Baskets – the Clerk asked the members what they wished to do in relation to hanging baskets for 2026 as the hot summer of 2025 had not been so successful with their growth. The Members asked the Clerk to provide quotes for flowers (real and artificial) and to look into the prices for a water bowser. 
5.5 Update on gritting concerns – The Clerk informed the Council that a letter had been sent to CCC. County Cllr Davies updated the Council on the change to the route. 
5.6 Update on the Biodiversity Plan –The Clerk reminded Members of the previously agreed intention to conduct a site visit to further consider the Biodiversity Plan. It was agreed that a working group be established to formulate recommendations for the Council based on the plan submitted by R. Carter. The working group would comprise Cllr Stephens, Cllr Batte, Cllr Thomas, and Cllr Siddall. A site meeting would be arranged during the week commencing 23rd February.
5.7 Update on the AEDs – The Clerk informed the Council that the pads on one of the Zoll AEDs needed replacing due to expiry. Pads had been ordered to a cost of £81.59 (inc VAT and postage costs). Other prices online had been similar or higher, but the expiry date of Nov 2027 was the deciding factor.  
6. To receive items of correspondence
	No
	Subject
	From
	Action

	1
	Consultation on the Strategic Development Plan Draft Delivery Agreement
	Cooperate Joint Committee SW Wales
	Noted

	2
	Lifebelt at the Arch 
	NG Thomas
	

	3
	Work near you – Swansea
	Network Rail
	Noted

	4
	Changes to gritting route in Ferryside
	A & R Bamforth
	Shared

	5
	Non gritting of bus route
	P Johnes
	Shared

	6
	Copyright Practice Development Note - Amended
	OVW
	Shared

	7
	Network Rail case: 260109-000168 (fly-tipping)
	Network Rail
	Noted

	8
	Bag it and Bank it – Donate Unwanted Clothing this January
	MWWFS
	Noted

	9
	Ferryside Car Park : Christmas Tree
	MJ Jacobs
	Noted

	10
	Planning Applications 29/12/2025 - 09/01/2026
	CCC
	Shared

	11
	Carmarthen Area Committee - 27.1.26
	OVW
	Noted

	12
	IMPORTANT/PWYSIG One Voice Wales Annual General Meeting
	OVW
	Noted

	13
	FS-CASE-Number 772594575 TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE HEOL GWERMONT, LLANSAINT SA17 5JG 10.04.26
	CCC
	Shared

	14
	𝙍𝙎𝙋𝘽 𝘽𝙞𝙜 𝙂𝙖𝙧𝙙𝙚𝙣 𝘽𝙞𝙧𝙙 𝙒𝙖𝙩𝙘𝙝 2026 – 𝙍𝙚𝙜𝙞𝙨𝙩𝙧𝙖𝙩𝙞𝙤𝙣 𝙣𝙤𝙬 𝙤𝙥𝙚𝙣
	OVW
	Noted

	15
	Financial Support Letter
	Carmarthenshire YFC
	Noted

	16
	Marie Curie Great Daffodil Appeal 2026
	Marie Curie
	Noted

	17
	Invoice
	Wenallt Spraying
	Noted

	18
	CCC Budget Consultation
	OVW
	Shared

	19
	Your January & February Newsletter
	Llansaint Welfare Hall
	Shared

	20
	Praesept 2026-27 Precept (Receipt)
	CR Corporate Accountancy, CCCC


	Noted

	21
	Calling Welsh Towns: Could a Welsh town be crowned the first UK Town of Culture?
	OVW
	Noted

	22
	REMINDER - TRAINING DATES - JANUARY - MARCH 2026
	OVW
	Noted

	23
	Planning Applications 12/01/2026 - 16/01/2026
	CCC
	Noted

	24
	Councillor enquiry response ref Changes to gritting route in Ferryside CE783238554
	County Cllr L Davies
	Noted

	25
	PL/10412 - Planning application consultation
	CCC
	Noted

	26
	E Bulletin issue 16
	OVW
	Shared

	27
	Monthly meeting
	DPP
	Noted

	28
	FREE Ways into Work event - 4th February 2026
	CCC
	Noted

	29
	Health Board to decide on future model for nine clinical services
	CCC
	Shared


7. Planning Applications for consideration
PL/10412 - Erection of a replacement wind turbine - Penlan Isaf Farm, Portway, Ferryside, Kidwelly, SA17 5JR – no objections raised. 
8. Financial Assistance Requests

The Clerk presented two requests for Financial Assistance requests whilst reminding the Council that only £100 remained in the budget:

Carmarthenshire YFC – noted

Marie Curie Great Daffodil Appeal 2026 – Cllr Siddall proposed that no donation be made due to current budget constraints. This proposal was seconded by Cllr Dalton. A counter‑proposal was then submitted by Cllr Batte that a donation of £25.00 be made to Marie Curie in recognition of the important service provided by the organisation. This was seconded by Cllr Thomas. Following a vote, the proposal to donate £25.00 was carried by five votes to four, with one abstention.
It was therefore resolved that a donation of £25.00 be made to Marie Curie.

Cllr Wyld proposed that, in the next financial year, donations be considered on a quarterly basis to ensure a fairer and more consistent approach. This was seconded by Cllr Harding. It was agreed that financial assistance requests would be considered only in June, September, December, and March.
9. To Approve the following Accounts for payment 
FSEG – MUGA monthly standing charge - £10.00

Julie Rees – Clerks salary – £707.52
Julie Rees – Travelling expenses - £10.32
Julie Rees – General expenses - £31.84
Julie Rees – reimbursement of AED pads – NET £67.99 VAT £13.60 GROSS £81.59
HM Revenue and Customs - £43.58
Mr M Leefe – Handyman hours - £768.00
Wenallt Spraying - Hedge cutting – NET £250.00 VAT £50.00 GROSS £300.00
D King – remuneration payment re-issued - £156.00

Marie Curie Great Daffodil Appeal 2026 – Donation - £25.00
It was also noted that a direct debit payment of £57.48 would be taken by British Gas on the 6th February 2026.  
All payments were proposed for payment by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Dalton. All in agreement.

RESOLVED that the cheques be duly signed. 
10. Dignity at Work Policy
The Clerk presented the Dignity at Work Policy which had been shared with the members prior to the meeting.
Cllr Holliday proposed that the policy was adopted, this was seconded by Cllr Siddall. 

11. Placement of Rugby Posts
The Clerk reminded Members of the initial correspondence from Mrs. Jones requesting the installation of rugby posts on the Pale Field. The Clerk further reported that a subsequent letter had been received from the Ferryside Rugby, Sports and Social Club, seeking permission to install rugby posts on the field.
The Chair reported on the continued use of the football goals on the field and advised Members of the potential re‑establishment of Ferryside AFC. The Chair further informed the Council that a tag rugby team from Kidwelly had expressed possible interest in using the field; however, it was noted that rugby posts would not be required for this activity.
Cllr Harding proposed that the Council grant approval for the installation of posts, subject to agreement being reached regarding both the number of posts and their precise location, and provided that this would not adversely impact the existing football pitch or goals. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Siddall, and all Members agreed.
It was resolved that the Clerk write to the Rugby Club asking them to put in writing a plan as detailed in the proposal.  The Clerk advised the Council that a formal Contract would be required with the Rugby Club to ensure compliance with all stipulated conditions.
Cllr Thomas, Cllr Dalton and County Cllr LE Davies declared an interest and left the room during the discussion. 
12. Ferryside Public Toilets
The Clerk informed Members of concerns raised by residents regarding the deteriorating condition of the public toilets.
It was agreed that a notice be placed on the adjacent noticeboard providing contact details for DANFO, the organisation currently responsible for the management of the facilities. It was further agreed that the Clerk write to DANFO to relay the concerns of the community and request that a cleaning log be installed within the toilets to record the dates and times of cleaning.
13. Any Other Business
13.1  Cllr Harding asked that further discussion take place on the future of the telephone kiosk. It was agreed that this would be placed on the Agenda in March. 
13.2  Cllr Batte again raised concern that the road from the Cemetery to Cwm Mill was filthy. The Clerk had asked twice for the road to be cleaned, County Cllr Davies agreed to address the issue with CCC. Cllr Batte also raised concern that the verges were disintegrating and the condition of the road was poor.  
13.3  Cllr Batte asked County Cllr Davies why CCC and marine engineers appeared to be on the beach with machinery earlier in the day. County Cllr Davies agreed to investigate.  
13.4  Cllr Gibbon raised concern again regarding a pothole near Tir Bach. 
13.5  Cllr Thomas reported significant subsidence between Trosolwg and the Queens. 
13.6  Cllr Thomas reported that the hedges from Cwm Mill need to be cut as the overhanging branches were impacted on high sided vehicles including the school bus. 
13.7  Cllr Thomas raised concern regarding potholes around the village and the road near Bryn Eryl.
13.8  Cllr Holliday raised concern regarding fly-tipping in Broadlay near the property known as Plas. 
13.9  Cllr Dalton raised concern about the tiles that had fallen off the bus shelter in Llansaint. The Clerk reported that the handyman had assessed the work and was hoping to fix the issue in the coming days.
13.10 Cllr Harding raised concern about a homeless person living in a tent at Tommy Dodd. County Cllr Davies agreed to arrange a welfare check.
13.11 Cllr Thomas reported another pothole near Cwm Ffordd Goch. 
The Community Council agreed that the next meeting would be held on the 3rd of March 2026 in the side meeting room at Llansaint Village Hall.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 20:15.
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