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St Ishmael Community Council

Draft Minutes of the Meeting held in Llansaint Welfare Hall on 13th January 2026.
It was noted that the meeting had been postponed on the 6th January due to the poor weather conditions. 
PRESENT: 


Cllr P Stephens, Cllr Batte, Cllr Harding, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Holliday, Cllr Siddall, Cllr King, Cllr Dalton, Cllr Wyld, Cllr George, County Cllr LE Davies (late), and J Rees (Clerk). 
In the Chair: Cllr P Stephens
1. Apologies for Absence

RESOLVED that apologies for absence be accepted from and Cllr Gibbon and Cllr Afzal. 
2. Declaration of Interests
Cllr Thomas 6.2
Cllr Dalton 6.1 and 6.3
3. Public Participation
It was noted that no members of the public were in attendance. 
4. Minutes RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the meeting held on the 2nd December 2025 – proposed by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Harding. 
5. Matters Arising
5.1 Update on Hedge cutting - The Clerk had spoken to the contractor regarding the Pale field hedge and confirmed that the hedge would be cut within the next few days. No further quotes had been received for the Cemetery hedge cutting. 
5.2 Update on the historic minute books – The Clerk confirmed that the historic minute books spanning 2001 – 2017 had been placed into the Carmarthen Archives under account number 9107. Anyone wishing to view the minutes would need to contact the Archives. 
5.3 Update on fly-tipping – The Clerk informed the Council that the National Trust had confirmed that the land used for fly-tipping was not owned by them. An enquiry had also been made with Network Rail. 
5.4 Update on fisheries complaint – The Clerk confirmed that further correspondence with Fisheries had resulted in the agreement of a stakeholder meeting prior to the cockle beds being opened in 2026. 
5.5 Update on Ferryside AFC – The Clerk read correspondence from Ferryside AFC stating that the team had been “disbanded”. It was agreed that the Clerk speak to the contractor regarding the grass cutting of the playing field. 
5.6 Update on Christmas trees – The Clerk confirmed that the lights had been removed from the Christmas trees by RT Electrics. Cllr Thomas agreed to remove the trees. The Clerk was asked to confirm if Cllr Gibbon was willing to accept the trees once taken down.
County Cllr Davies joined the meeting. 

6. To receive items of correspondence
	No
	Subject
	From
	Action

	1
	Switching on of lights
	G Squires
	The Clerk read the letter from Mrs Squires to the Council; the concerns were noted. The Clerk also informed the Council of advice received from OVW and reminded the members of Code of Conduct.
The Clerk was asked to reply to the letter based on the advice received from One Voice Wales.
Cllr Dalton declared an interest.

	2
	Playing field request
	N Jones
	The Clerk read the letter to the Council regarding placement of rugby posts on the Pale field. Concerns were raised regarding the ongoing use of the football goals on the field. Cllr Harding proposed that a letter be sent stating that if support could be gained from a local sports organisation to provide suitable posts, maintain and provide insurance, consideration would be given to the request, this was seconded by Cllr Siddall. 
The Clerk was asked to respond and offer congratulations. 
Cllr Thomas declared an interest and left the room during the discussion. 

	3
	Llansaint Welfare Hall Meetings
	S Cheetham
	Further to the letter, the Council agreed to hold their Llansaint meetings in a smaller side room on a trial basis.
Cllr Dalton declared an interest.

	4
	Section 137 Discretionary Expenditure Limit 2026-27
	M Bull
	The Clerk made the Council aware of the new limit, this was noted.

	5
	Informal Specific consultee consultation – Timetable for Draft Delivery Agreement
	Strategic Development Plan
	The Clerk informed the Council of the consultation, this was noted.

	6
	E Bulletin issue 15 (AGM)
	OVW
	It was agreed that Cllr Stephens attend the AGM on behalf of the Council.
The Clerk would ask for access to the new OVW website for the Clerk and Cllr Holliday. 

	7
	Fly Tipping
	CCC
	Noted

	8
	Please Help Us Share the 2026/2027 Police Precept Consultation
	OPCC
	Shared

	9
	TRAINING DATES - DECEMBER 2025 - MARCH 2026
	OVW
	Shared

	10
	E Bulletin issue 14
	OVW
	Shared

	11
	Cockle Poaching Ferryside
	S Adams
	Noted

	12
	Planning Applications 01/12/2025 - 05/12/2025
	CCC
	Noted

	13
	OVW FREE Biodiversity Packages for C&TCs
	OVW
	Noted

	14
	Help us learn from the recent flooding in Carmarthenshire
	Flood Defence and Coastal Protection Team
	Shared

	15
	Upcoming Online Events - Cost of Living Crisis Project
	OVW
	Noted

	16
	Christmas Greetings
	OVW
	Noted

	17
	Minutes
	H Burns
	Noted

	18
	PCC Bulletin
	OPCC
	Noted

	19
	Fly Tipping 
	M Underhill
	Noted

	20
	New Road Sign Request
	TS Traffic Management 
	Noted

	21
	Webinar - Biodiversity Team
	OVW
	Noted

	22
	Salem Cemetery
	Osbourne Davies & Son
	Noted

	23
	IMPACT - Llais monthly newsletter
	Llais
	Noted

	24
	251210 - CLLR SR - Drains need cleaning - Flooding Ferryside
	County Cllr L Davies
	Noted

	25
	One Voice Wales Website
	OVW
	Noted

	26
	Salem Cemetery
	J Thomas
	Noted

	27
	Latest news from Planning Aid Wales
	Planning Aid Wales
	Noted

	28
	Merry Christmas
	CCC
	Noted

	29
	Young People & Hate in Wales 2026
	CCC
	Noted

	30
	Data Protection fee - Reminder to renew ICO:00012360908 RJDC
	Information Commissioners Officer
	Noted

	31
	Bureau Newsletter
	CCC
	Shared

	32
	Planning Applications 08/12/2025 - 12/12/2025
	CCC
	Noted

	33
	PL/10253 - Planning application consultation
	Planning Consultations
	Shared

	34
	Senedd Cymru (Disqualification) Order 2025 - Notification of Order being made
	OVW
	Shared

	35
	Joint event One Voice Wales and Planning Aid Wales
	OVW
	Noted

	36
	Christmas Shut Down
	OVW
	Noted

	37
	2026-27 Precept
	E Davies
	Noted

	38
	Broadway curb
	F Pera
	Reply sent

	39
	Concern re fly-tipping
	T Painter
	Noted

	40
	Monthly meeting
	DPP
	Noted

	41
	Fisheries Christmas Newsletter
	Fisheries
	Noted

	42
	Carmarthenshire County Council - Remittance Advice
	CCC
	Noted

	43
	Planning Applications 15/12/2025 - 26/12/2025
	CCC
	Noted


7. Planning Applications for consideration
PL/10253 - Rear single storey extension - 7 Brynedda, Llansaint, Kidwelly, SA17 5JL - no objections were raised.
8. To Approve the following Accounts for payment 
FSEG – MUGA monthly standing charge - £10.00

Julie Rees – Clerks salary – £707.52
Julie Rees – Travelling expenses - £10.13
Julie Rees – General expenses - £30.56
HM Revenue and Customs - £43.58
Mr M Leefe – Handyman hours - £625.00
CCC – Replacement Lanterns – NET £347.50 VAT £69.50 GROSS £417.00
It was also noted that a direct debit payment of £77.08 would be taken by British Gas on the 13th January 2026.  
All payments were proposed for payment by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Dalton. All in agreement.

RESOLVED that the cheques be duly signed. 
9. Society of Local Clerks Civility and Respect Pledge

The Clerk presented the Civility and Respect Pledge to the Council.
Cllr Holliday proposed that the Pledge be adopted, this was seconded by Cllr Dalton. 

10. Salem Cemetery grass cutting tender
The Clerk opened two tenders to present to the Council:

Wenallt Ltd - £240 plus VAT

Ty Gwyn Property & Garden Services - £195

Cllr Harding proposed that the tender from Ty Gwyn for £195 be accepted, this was seconded by Cllr Holliday. 

11. Quarterly Budget Return

The Clerk presented the Quarterly Budget Return setting out the current budget spend and a financial report on Salem Cemetery.  
It was noted that the following payments had been received:

Barclays Interest payment of £102.67

CCC 3/3 precept payment of £13,277.00

Payments for Salem Cemetery of £42.83 (interest) and £600.00 (internment fee) had also been received. 
The Quarterly Budget was proposed for acceptance and publication by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Dalton. 

12. Priorities for 2026-27
The Clerk asked the Council about the priorities for 2026 - 27:

It was agreed that members of the Council needed to inspect the path around the Pale Field for any stone needed to improve areas of the path.
It was also agreed that the three Zoll AEDs would need replacing over the next couple of years and money in the budget would need to be allocated to do this.

The potential to set aside a small fund for flooding support would also be considered. 
13. Precept 2026 -27
The Clerk presented the precept report to the Council to assist setting the precept for the 2026-27 year. The 2026-27 tax base for the area had risen. 

The Council considered the report carefully and the Clerk set out the current challenges, showing a breakdown of the budget and reserves spent over the last 4 years. 

After due consideration, Cllr Batte proposed that an increase to the precept to £42,848, this was seconded by Cllr Thomas. All in favour. 

It was therefore RESOLVED that the precept would be set at £42,848. The Clerk would prepare an updated budget for the Council based on the precept. The Chairman and the Clerk were authorised to complete the necessary paperwork confirming the precept requirement to Carmarthenshire County Council. 

Allocation of the Council reserves were agreed:

Amenity Maintenance 
 
£5000

Ferryside Play Area

 £5000

14. Any Other Business
14.1  Cllr Dalton raised concern about a white van parked near Plas Farm, it was advised that a report should be made to the DVLA. 
14.2  Cllr Siddall reported that the lifebelt on the wall near the Arch appeared to be covered in brambles. The Clerk had already reported the matter to the ranger in Pembrey Country Park.
14.3  Cllr Holliday raised concern that the grit box near Plas Farm appeared to have been removed. And noted that the route through Broadlay had not been gritted causing several problems. 
14.4  Cllr Stephens made the Council aware that two letters had been received, after the agenda had been set, raising concerns about the lack of gritting in Ferryside. 
14.5  County Cllr Davies responded by asking all Community Cllrs to feed back on the location of grit boxes in the area. It was also agreed that the Community Council would write to CCC regarding Broadlay no longer being a priority route for gritting.  
14.6  Cllr Thomas noted with disappointment a recent report regarding the poor state of the roads in Carmarthenshire.  
14.7 Cllr Thomas reported that there were overhanging hedges coming into the village causing issues for high sided vehicles. 
14.8  Cllr Batte informed the Council that the Cemetery Road needed cleaning and the road was in a poor state of repair.
14.9  Cllr George informed the members that the solar panel company Consumer Energy Solutions had gone into receivership.  
14.10 County Cllr Davies informed the Council that the CCC Budget Consultation was available. The increase being proposed was 6.5%. 
14.11 Cllr Stephens informed the Council that another meeting to discuss the future of Ferryside Village Hall would be held on Thursday, 15th January at 7pm. 

14.12 Cllr King informed the members that Ferryside Village Hall would be sold unless a new committee could be formed.  

The Community Council agreed that the next meeting would be held on the 3rd of February 2026 in Ferryside Village Hall.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 20:45.
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