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St Ishmael Community Council

Draft Minutes of the Meeting held in Ferryside Village Hall on 2nd December 2025.
PRESENT: 


Cllr P Stephens, Cllr Gibbon, Cllr Batte, Cllr Harding, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Holliday, Cllr Siddall, Cllr Afzal, County Cllr LE Davies (late), and J Rees (Clerk). 
In the Chair: Cllr P Stephens
Cllr Stephens expressed appreciation to Rev. Glyn Austin, as well as to all local businesses and individuals, for their efforts in organising and participating in the Christmas lights event. 
1. Apologies for Absence

RESOLVED that apologies for absence be accepted from Cllr King, Cllr Dalton, Cllr Wyld and Cllr George. 
2. Declaration of Interests
It was noted that no declarations of interest were made.
3. Public Participation
It was noted that no members of the public were in attendance. 
4. Minutes RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the meeting held on the 11th November 2025 – proposed by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Harding. 
5. Matters Arising
5.1 Update on the meeting with the Coastal Adaption Officer –The Clerk informed members that a Section 19 report, including a public consultation, would be undertaken. In addition, a topographical survey of the foreshore and a sediment survey of the Carmarthenshire coastline are planned. Measures to address flooding at the 1904’s site are also under consideration. The Coastal Adaption Officer was interested in any innovative ideas in relation to Coastal protection. Cllr Batte asked the Clerk to contact the Coastal Adaption Officer to ask if large rocks could be placed to protect the dunes from further damage.  
5.2 Update on Save Our Sands – The Chair raised the issue of a Marine licensing application to dredge Burry Port Harbour (DML2562). Cllr Batte proposed that the Clerk raise concerns that dredging may be leading to the loss of sand on the beach, this was seconded by Cllr Afzal.  
5.3 Update on flooding support –The Clerk provided an update on the current arrangements for accommodation and volunteer support. It was noted that the option of establishing a GoFundMe campaign had been considered; however, as the Community Council is not permitted to make payments to individuals, this approach was deemed impractical. It was agreed that the Clerk would develop a page on the website offering helpful information on flooding. 
5.4 Update on Christmas Events –The Clerk advised members that the next Christmas Event will be hosted by Llansaint Welfare Hall on Saturday, 6th December at 6:00 p.m. It was noted that Cllr Afzal and Cllr Gibbon will officiate the lighting ceremony. Concerns were expressed about how the funds collected by the local choir during the Ferryside Christmas Lights event were allocated to a cause outside the community. It was agreed that a dedicated committee will be established to oversee the Ferryside Christmas Lights for 2026, with membership to be confirmed at the Annual Meeting in May.
5.5 Update on the hedge cutting – no quotes had been forthcoming. It was proving difficult to find someone willing to cut the Cemetery hedge due to the poor condition of the road.
5.6 Update on Ferryside Car Park Objection –The Clerk advised the Council that an objection had been submitted and confirmation of receipt had been obtained.
5.7 Update on Ferryside Square Christmas Tree – Cllr Thomas informed members that Gower Christmas Trees had generously offered to donate Christmas trees for planting. The Clerk was instructed to liaise with Carmarthenshire County Council to obtain the necessary permissions for planting.
5.8 Update on the historic minute books – Cllr Batte reported that the historic minute books covering the period 2000–2012 had been collected and placed in the office. The Clerk was instructed to arrange for all minute books from 2000–2017 to be archived at the earliest opportunity. The Council expressed its appreciation to Cllr Batte for his efforts.
6. To receive items of correspondence
	No
	Subject
	From
	Action

	1
	Re: Society of Local Council Clerks Civility and Respect pledge
	R Edgecombe
	The Clerk brought the Civility and Respect Pledge to the Council’s attention. It was agreed that this matter be added to the January Agenda.

	2
	Fly Tipping 
	S Adams
	The Clerk raised the issue with the Council again. The Clerk and County Cllr Davies had tried to resolve the matter with two Departments in CCC. Due to the fly-tipping being on un-registered land CCC would not take any action. 

It was agreed the Clerk investigate other ways of resolving the matter. 

	3
	Wales Regional Energy Strategic Plans (RESP)
	Regional Energy Strategic Planning (RESP)

	The Clerk made the Council aware of the webinars. This was noted. 

	4
	Submission of the Draft Annual Remuneration Report 2026–27
	Democracy and Boundary Commission Cymru
	The Clerk updated the Council on the Draft Report. This was noted.

	5
	Have your say on policing in Dyfed-Powys
	DPP
	The Clerk updated the Council on the survey. This was noted. 

	6
	Practice Development Note 21 Annual Meetings
	OVW
	Shared

	7
	Fundraising and Management Training
	NFP Workshops
	Noted

	8
	Ferryside Square Tree
	J Winter
	Noted

	9
	Connects
	Carmarthen Neighbourhood Policing & Prevent Team

	Shared

	10
	Ferryside Square Tree
	DM Evans
	Noted

	11
	Llansaint Newsletter - November & December
	Llansaint Welfare Hall
	Shared

	12
	Flooding Safety Advice from Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service
	MAWWF
	Noted

	13
	Letter for St Ishmael Community Council
	Llansaint Welfare Hall 
	Noted

	14
	Meeting of Community Councils to discuss Teifi / Tywi & Tywi / Usk pylon line project
	T Roberts
	Shared

	15
	Latest news from Planning Aid Wales
	Planning Aid Wales
	Noted

	16
	Local Welfare Hall seeking funding
	Community Bureau
	Shared

	17
	E BULLETIN ISSUE 12
	OVW
	Shared

	18
	Planning Applications 03/11/2025 - 07/11/2025
	CCC
	Noted

	19
	FS-CASE-Number 760181862 C2057 NEAR PENALLT ST ISHMAELS SA17 5JB
	CCC
	Shared

	20
	Find Your Volunteer Role Webinar
	DPP
	Shared

	21
	Rental Accommodation
	R Stevens
	Shared

	22
	Eisteddfod yr Urdd Ynys Môn 2026
	Eisteddfod yr Urdd
	Noted

	23
	Bulbs Package
	R Carter
	Noted

	24
	FREE COUNCILLOR TRAINING
	OVW
	Shared

	25
	Christmas Lights
	RT Electrics
	Noted

	26
	Invoices 
	RT Electrics
	Noted

	27
	Green Flag Community Award
	Keep Wales Tidy
	Noted

	28
	Open Reach
	L Ali
	Noted

	29
	Consultation
	Heolddu Solar Farm
	Noted

	30
	Cost of Living Crisis Project - Information and Resources
	OVW
	Noted

	31
	Cockling in Ferryside
	S Adams
	Noted

	32
	3 Rivers cockling
	S Adams
	Noted

	33
	Cockling poaching again
	S Adams
	Noted

	34
	Rental Accommodation
	C Lucas
	Noted

	35
	Rental Accommodation
	Housing Options Team
	Noted

	36
	One Voice Wales Annual General Meeting - 21/01/26
	OVW
	Shared

	37
	IMPACT - Llais monthly newsletter
	Llais
	Noted

	38
	FS-CASE NUMBER 762993536 TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE C2119 PORTWAY FERRYSIDE SA17 5UD
	CCC
	Noted

	39
	Monthly Meeting
	DPP
	Noted

	40
	Planning Applications 10/11/2025 - 14/11/2025
	CCC
	Noted 

	41
	Car Park Public Notice
	County Cllr L Davies
	Shared

	42
	Flooding Support
	A Harries
	Noted

	43
	Cockling Poaching Ferryside
	S Adams
	Noted

	44
	Practice Development Note (22) Members' Induction
	OVW
	Noted

	45
	Clinical Services Plan: conscientious consideration of feedback - Town and Community Council Session - Tuesday 2 Dec...
	Hywel Dda
	

	46
	Overnight poaching St Ishmael
	S Adams
	Noted

	47
	Cockling yesterday
	S Adams
	Noted

	48
	Urdd Gobaith Cymru Fund for All appeal 2026
	UGC
	Noted

	49
	Statement from R T Electrics Ltd
	RT Electrics
	Noted

	50
	Objection to Car Parking charges at Eva Terrace, Ferryside - File Reference: HMD/HTTR-1953 (Receipt)
	H M Davies
	Noted


7. Financial Assistance Requests

Llansaint Welfare Hall – The Clerk presented a letter from the Chairman of Llansaint Welfare Hall requesting financial support, including the annual grant, a contribution towards grass-cutting, and an additional donation of £1,250 to cover part of the cost of a structural engineer’s report.
It was acknowledged that only £100 remained within the Donations Budget; however, the grant and the grass-cutting contribution were allocated from separate budget headings. 
It was proposed by Cllr Thomas that the £750 grant be awarded along with an additional £250 contribution towards grass cutting costs. This was seconded by Cllr Afzal. 

Cllr Batte proposed that the £750 grant be awarded together with an additional £500 contribution towards grass cutting costs. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Gibbon.
Following a vote, the original proposal was duly carried by 4 votes in favour, three against, with one abstention. 

It was resolved that a £750 grant with £250 grass cutting contribution be made.  

Eisteddfod yr Urdd Ynys Mon - noted
Urdd Gobaith Cymru Fund for all appeal 2026 - noted
8. To Approve the following Accounts for payment 
FSEG – MUGA monthly standing charge (Dec) - £10.00

Julie Rees – Clerks salary Oct – £707.52
Julie Rees – Travelling expenses Nov - £20.45
Julie Rees – General expenses Nov - £33.90
HM Revenue and Customs (Nov) - £43.58
Mr M Leefe – Handyman hours (Nov) - £625
RT Electrics – Christmas lights installation and testing (Ferryside) – NET £531 VAT £106.20 GROSS £637.20
RT Electrics – Christmas lights installation and testing (Llansaint) – NET £472.50 VAT £94.50 GROSS £567.00
J Holliday - Remuneration payment - £156.00
PH Thomas - Remuneration payment - £156.00
S Wyld - Remuneration payment - £156.00
K Harding - Remuneration payment - £156.00
D King – Remuneration payment - £156.00
Information Commissioner – Data Protection fee - £52.00
Vision ICT Ltd – Website hosting & support – NET £218.00 VAT £43.60 GROSS £261.60
Llansaint Welfare Hall – Annual Grant - £750.00
Llansaint Welfare Hall – Contribution to grass cutting costs - £250.00
It was also noted that a direct debit payment of £14.61 would be taken by British Gas on the 9th December 2025.  
All payments were proposed for payment by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Siddall. All in agreement.

RESOLVED that the cheques be duly signed. 
9. Biodiversity Site Report on the Pale Field
The Biodiversity Report had been circulated to members prior to the meeting. It was agreed that a site visit is required to fully assess the findings. The Clerk was instructed to arrange a site meeting during February or March 2026.
10. Salem Cemetery grass cutting tender
The Clerk presented the tender for grass cutting at Salem Cemetery, noting that a two-year contract was being offered. It was proposed by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Thomas that the tender be accepted and issued. It was further agreed that the closing date for submissions be extended to 31st December 2025.
11. Any Other Business
11.1  Cllr Holliday asked the Clerk to report the drains outside three properties in Broadlay. 
11.2  Cllr Holliday requested that the Clerk report the issue of road subsidence near the T-junction at Cwm-ffordd-goch to CCC.
11.3  Cllr Thomas raised concerns about the poor state of the Queens road. 
11.4  Cllr Thomas confirmed that remedial work would be carried out to the Pale Field path would be carried out as soon as weather conditions allow. 
11.5  Cllr Batte raised concern about the cracks in the road between Salem Cemetery to Trecor and onwards towards Cwm Mill. 
11.6  Cllr Afzal asked the Clerk to contact CCC regarding cleaning the road signs in the area.
11.7  Cllr Afzal asked if the Clerk could contact CCC to request a Llansaint sign to be placed at Heol Llansaint, Broadway to direct traffic to Llansaint. 
11.8  Cllr Thomas asked the Clerk to report the missing Ferryside sign on Heol Hir.
11.9  Cllr Harding informed the Council that RTYC had decided not to issue a social media statement on their plans regarding the barriers.
11.10 Cllr Harding informed the Council that he was now a committee member at RTYC. It was noted that Cllr Harding may wish to consider applying for dispensation. 
The Community Council agreed that the next meeting would be held on the 6th of January 2026 in Llansaint Welfare Hall.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 20:46.
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