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St Ishmael Community Council – Burial Authority
Draft Minutes of the Meeting held in Ferryside Village Hall on 20th October 2025.
PRESENT: 


Cllr Batte, Cllr Stephens, Cllr Holliday and the Clerk. 
In the Chair: Cllr J Batte
1. Apologies for Absence

No apologies were recorded. 
2. Declaration of Interests

No declarations of interest were made.
3. Public Participation
It was noted that no members of the public were in attendance on this occasion. 
4. Update on the Current Situation
4.1 Update on Key Box- The Clerk updated the Burial Authority (BA) that it had not been possible to place a key box at the Village Hall. It was therefore decided that a suitable combination lock on the Cemetery gate would be a suitable alternative.
4.2 Update on Noticeboard – The Clerk updated the BA that the MUGA noticeboard had been required by the Community Council (CC) for use elsewhere. The BA decided it would be best to buy a small wall mounted noticeboard for the Cemetery. Options would be presented to the CC in due course. The noticeboard would display the Cemetery Rules and Regulations. 
4.3 Update on Fire Safety Box – The Clerk updated the BA that there did not appear to be A3 fire safety boxes available. It was agreed that the Clerk would contact MWWFire to ask if they could suggest a suitable alternative. 
4.4 Update on Indemnity – The Clerk informed that BA that the CC’s insurance had been unable to assist with the indemnity it was agreed that further advice would be sought on this issue. 

4.5 Update on Valuation – The Clerk informed the BA that following advice it had been agreed that the valuation of the Cemetery would be nominal. 

4.6 Update on loose Headstone – The Clerk informed the members that a check of the loose headstone was carried out on the 29th September by the Clerk and BA Chair. It was noted that repairs had been carried out and the headstone was now secure. 
5. Memorial Safety Policy and Risk Assessment
The Clerk presented a draft Memorial Safety Policy and Risk Assessment to the members of the Burial Authority. Amendments to the Policy and Risk Assessment were agreed. The Clerk would email the amendments, and this would be presented to the CC in due course for adoption. 
It was agreed that the BA would recommend to the CC that the use of warning signs should be adopted at the Cemetery. The design and the costs for these should be presented to the CC in due course. 

6. Salem Cemetery Works
6.1 Grass Cutting 2025 - It was agreed that Mr G Pugh would carry out one final cut of the Cemetery grass as the conditions were mild and the grass was still growing. 
6.2 Tender for 2026 and 2027 - It was agreed that a two-year Tender (covering 2026 and 2027) would be issued for the Cemetery Grass Cutting, the Tenders submitted would be presented to the Community Council in due course. The details of the Tender should be agreed with the BA Chair before being issued.  
6.3 Handyman Works - A list of tasks was agreed for the handyman to tackle over the Autumn / Winter.

6.4 Further Works - It was agreed that advice should be sought on tackling several issues in the Cemetery by speaking to other Burial Authorities in the locality and the local Stone Mason. 
7. Update on Current Financial Situation.
The Clerk presented the Burial Authority with the financial data for Salem Cemetery since April 2025. The data had been agreed by the CC as part of the Quarterly Budget Return in October 2025. It was agreed that the BA would monitor the budget at every six-monthly BA meeting. 
8. Any Other Business
8.1 It was agreed that the next Burial Authority Meeting would take place in April 2025. Any other matters would be dealt with via the monthly Community Council meetings. 
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 14:05.
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