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St Ishmael Community Council

Draft Minutes of the Meeting held in Ferryside Village Hall on 7th October 2025.
PRESENT: 


Cllr P Stephens, Cllr Holliday, Cllr Gibbon, Cllr George, Cllr Batte, Cllr Harding, Cllr Afzal, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Wyld, County Cllr LE Davies (late), and J Rees (Clerk). 
In the Chair: Cllr P Stephens
1. Apologies for Absence

RESOLVED that apologies for absence be accepted from Cllr Dalton, Cllr King and Cllr Siddall. 
2. Declaration of Interests


Cllr Harding - Planning Application PL/09945.
Cllr Thomas - Use of dispensation to speak on 5.2. Financial Assistance (8) request from Ferryside RFC.
County Cllr Davies - Financial Assistance (8) request from Ferryside After School Club.
3. Public Participation
It was noted that no members of the public were in attendance. 
4. Minutes RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the meeting held on the 2nd September 2025 – proposed by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Holliday. 
5. Matters Arising
5.1 Update on requests for Dispensation – the Clerk shared with the Council that dispensation had been granted by the Standards Committee in relation to the Heolddu Solar Farm to the whole Council for being property and business owners in the area. The dispensation had been granted to speak, write and vote until the end of the Council term. The Clerk reminded the Council that any member having an interest for any other reason would still need to declare this and may wish to apply for dispensation. On the second issue of dispensation applied for by Cllr Harding in relation to the beach access point being next to his property, dispensation has only been granted until the next Standards Committee Meeting. Cllr Harding was not permitted to vote on the matter. 
5.2 Update on letter to Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Climate Change – the Clerk confirmed that a joint letter had been sent from St Ishmael and Llansteffan and Llanybri Community Councils at the beginning of October to raise their concerns regarding the cockling industry and the lack of regulation being upheld by the Fisheries Dept. Cllr Thomas used his dispensation to share information with the Council on a meeting attended with the MOD. 
5.3 Update on meeting with CCC re Save Our Sands – the Clerk informed the Council that the Chair, Cllr Batte, County Cllr C Davies, Mr Gravell and the Clerk had met with Mr B Kathrens of the CCC Flood and Coastal Defence Team. Information had been given to Mr Kathrens regarding potential funding via Crown Estates for the foreshore flood defences. Mr Kathrens had agreed to keep the CC informed of any developments. 
5.4 Update on Remembrance Day wreaths and events – the Clerk informed the Council that the Wreaths would be a donation of £35.00 each, a higher donation could be made. It was proposed by Cllr Thomas that a donation of £70.00 be made for both wreaths, this was seconded by Cllr Batte. It was agreed the Chair would lay the wreath in Ferryside and the Vice-Chair would lay the wreath in Llansaint. 
5.5 Update on Christmas Trees – the Clerk provided two quotes for 2 x 16ft Nordman Fire Christmas Trees: Gower Christmas Trees £544 plus VAT, Cymru Christmas Trees £500 plus VAT. Cllr Batte proposed the quote from Gower Christmas Trees for £544 be accepted as it was felt that the trees were a superior quality, this was seconded by Cllr Afzal. Cllr Thomas was thanked for agreeing to collect and erect the Christmas trees. 
5.6 Update on Christmas Lights – the Clerk provided one quote for the testing and installation of the Christmas lights: Llansaint £567, Ferryside £623.70 (this was a 5% increase on last year. Coast Electrical had failed to provide a quote. Cllr Wyld proposed that the quote be accepted, this was seconded by Cllr Harding. 
5.7 Update on Christmas Events – It was agreed that the Annual Christmas Lights Event would take place on Friday, 28th November at 6:30pm. Mrs Squires had kindly agreed to organise the event which would be supported by Rev Austin, The White Lion and Traeth Coffee Shop. Cllr Thomas agreed to provide a Father Christmas for the Event. 
5.8 Update on Ystrad Stream (stepping stones) – The Clerk had been advised by NRW that a Marine License would be required along with land ownership details. The fee for a Marine License was based on the project size but currently unknown. The Clerk had received confirmation that Crown Estate were the owners of the land. The Clerk was asked to contact Crown Estate to inquire about their interest in this project.
5.9 Update on OVW Biodiversity Meeting – the Clerk updated the Council that a meeting had been held with Rachel Carter, OVW biodiversity officer, attended by the Chair, Cllr Batte and the Clerk. A plan for increasing biodiversity on the Pale Field / woodland would be sent to the CC in due course. The plan could be implemented in full, or parts of the project could be carried out.
Other areas were identified as needing improvement: 
Trees - all the trees planted by the CC should be cut around with mulch placed around the trees, some of the trees needed to have bigger stakes, the guards on some of the trees could be removed. It was agreed that this work should be carried out by the handyman who should be able to get free mulch from Cwm Environmental at Nantycaws. The handyman should be asked to provide the CC with a breakdown of costs for new stakes. 

Dumping of grass – during the visit it became clear that grass had been dumped near the MUGA again. The biodiversity officer was very disappointed to observe this and advised that this was a poor environmental management of the land due to the lack of aeration and making the area wet, sludgy and would begin to smell. The CC acknowledged that they had previously written to Ferryside AFC about this matter. It was agreed that the Clerk write again.   
5.10 Update on hedge cutting (Cemetery) – the Clerk had received one quote from Wenallt Spraying for £200 plus VAT, the Council felt that this was too high and wanted more contractors to be contacted for a quote. 
6. To receive items of correspondence
	No
	Subject
	From
	Action

	1
	Completion of Audit 2024-25
	D Evans
	The Clerk presented the completed “unqualified” audit to the CC. All comments were noted. The Clerk confirmed that the results has been published as per the instructions. The Council thanked the Clerk for all the hard work carried out. 

	2
	Heolddu Solar Farm (DNS CAS-03952-H9R8G4) – Launch of Statutory Consultation
	Heolddu Solar Farm
	The Clerk reminded the CC of the date and time of the event.

	3
	Joint One Voice Wales/SLCC Event – Wednesday 12 November 2025
	OVW
	The Clerk made the members aware of the event. This was noted.

	4
	Invitation: Dyfed-Powys Police Headquarters Open Doors Events
	DPP
	The Clerk presented the details to the members. Cllr Holliday agreed to attend of behalf of the Council.

	5
	Christmas Tree Festival
	Rev Austin
	The Clerk read the letter to the members regarding decorating a tree for the Christmas Tree Event. The members felt that the cost of Christmas should not be increased further.

	6
	DPSC-237 - Group Dispensation - Heol Ddu solar farm
	R Edgecombe, CCC
	Noted

	7
	DPSC-237 Dispensation - Access to Ferryside beach
	R Edgecombe, CCC
	Noted

	8
	Planning Applications 25/08/2025 - 29/08/2025
	CCC
	Noted

	9
	TRAINING DATES - SEPTEMBER - DECEMBER 2025
	OVW
	Shared

	10
	Newsletter Issue 1 2025
	OVW
	Shared

	11
	Application for road closure Y Crofft, Llansaint SA17 5JE
	CCC
	Shared

	12
	Three Rivers partial closure update
	Fisheries, WG
	Shared

	13
	Save Our Sands
	B Kathrens, CCC
	Noted

	14
	Minutes
	Archives, CCC
	Noted

	15
	Motions for Annual General Meeting
	OVW
	Shared

	16
	Charles Arnold Baker 14th Edition
	OVW
	Noted

	17
	OVW E Bulletin 8 English
	OVW
	Noted

	18
	Dydd Glyndŵr 2025
	Owain Glyndŵr Society 
	Noted

	19
	Old Website
	Vision ICT
	Noted

	20
	Application for road closure Rotten Pill, Ferryside, SA17 5TW
	CCC
	Shared

	21
	Bureau Newsletter
	CCC
	Shared

	22
	Victim Engagement Forum renamed to Victim-Survivor Engagement Network
	OPCC
	Shared

	23
	Planning Applications 01/09/2025 - 05/09/2025
	CCC
	Noted

	24
	Rose cutting
	S Sides
	Noted

	25
	Minutes
	A Harries
	Noted

	26
	Save Our Sands
	E Hitchings
	Noted

	27
	Planning Applications 08/09/2025 - 12/09/2025
	CCC
	Noted

	28
	Welsh Government Community Facilities Programme
	WG
	Shared

	29
	Period Dignity distribution points
	CCC
	Shared

	30
	Christmas Lights
	RT Electrics
	Noted

	31
	Update on Three Rivers and Burry Inlet cockle fisheries
	Fisheries, WG
	Shared

	32
	REMINDER Extended Deadline: Young People-Shape Our Services and Open Call for Evidence
	OPCC
	Noted

	33
	Cockle Bed Status
	M Kessell
	Noted

	34
	Parc yr Esgob (Bishop’s Park), Abergwili (Financial Assistance)
	S Dobson 
	Noted

	35
	Site Visit
	R Carter
	Noted

	36
	Ystrad Stream
	A Thomas, NRW
	Noted

	37
	Save Our Sands
	Marine Licensing 
	Noted

	38
	2025 Actif Carmarthenshire Sports Awards
	CCC
	Noted

	39
	Hate Crime Awareness Week 2025 FREE Open Training
	CCC
	Noted

	40
	Road at Tresilwood
	N Griffiths
	Noted

	41
	Wales 20mph 2nd anniversary
	20 is Plenty
	Noted

	42
	Fly Tipping Ferryside
	S Adams
	Noted

	43
	Submission of the Draft Annual Remuneration Report 2026–27
	DBCC
	Noted 

	44
	PL/09506 - Planning application consultation
	CCC
	Noted

	45
	Swimming Letter
	
	

	46
	EMERGENCY ROAD CLOSURE: PORTWAY, FERRYSIDE SA17 5YW
	CCC
	Shared

	47
	Carmarthenshire Area Committee 8.10.25
	OVW
	Noted

	48
	Conference and AGM 1st October 2025
	OVW
	Noted

	49
	Wales Air Ambulance Appeal
	Wales Air Ambulance 
	Noted

	50
	Planning Applications 15/09/2025 - 19/09/2025
	CCC
	Noted

	51
	Monthly Meeting
	DPP
	Noted

	52
	Donation for Ferryside after school club.
	Ferryside After School Club
	Noted

	53
	Llais Monthly Newslatter
	Llais
	Noted 

	54
	PL/09945 - Planning application consultation
	CCC
	Noted


7. Planning Applications for consideration

PL/09506 - To remove carport roof and replace with new balcony. - Millbrook, Ferryside, SA17 5UU  - no objections were raised.
PL/09945 - New balcony - Cafe, Y Traeth, Ferryside, SA17 5SF – no objections were raised. 

Cllr Harding left the room while a discussion regarding PL/09945 took place. 
8. Financial Assistance Requests

The Clerk reminded the Council that the available Donations Budget was currently £1900. 

Ferryside PTA (swimming lessons) – it was noted that the additional information would be sent for the November meeting. 

Ferryside after school club – Cllr Batte proposed a donation of £100, this was seconded by Cllr Harding.
Ferryside Old Age – following a lengthy discussion, Cllr Afzal proposed that no donation be given due to the number of worthy causes applying and pressure on the budget, this was seconded by Cllr Harding. 
Ferryside Rugby Club (Fireworks) – The Chair reminded the Council that there were a small number of complaints online regarding the fireworks following last year’s event. No complaints had been received by the CC. It was felt that it was a very well attended event that benefitted the community. Cllr Wyld recommended a £500 donation; this was seconded by Cllr Batte. 

Urdd Gobaith Cymru - noted


Parc yr Esgob (Bishop’s Park), Abergwili - noted
County Cllr Davies declared and interest and left the room while the discussion on the Ferryside After School Club donation was undertaken. 
Cllr Thomas declared an interest and left the room while the discussion on the Fireworks donation took place.  

9. To Approve the following Accounts for payment 
FSEG – MUGA monthly standing charge (Oct) - £10.00

Julie Rees – Clerks salary Sept – £707.52
Julie Rees – Travelling expenses Sept - £20.45
Julie Rees – General expenses Sept - £26.49
HM Revenue and Customs (Sept) - £43.58
Mr M Leefe – Handyman hours and materials (Sept) - £632.99
Mr M Leefe – Grass Cutting Tender (Cut of Field Boundary) - £150.00
Wenallt Spraying – Grass Cutting Tender (Cut of Pale Field Sept) NET £300 VAT £60 GROSS £360
Wenallt Spraying – Brideway Tender Sept – GROSS £280 VAT £56 GROSS £336
Wenallt Spraying – Pitch Slitting NET £350 VAT £70 GROSS £420
DG Pugh – Salem Cemetery Grass Cut (Sept) - £185.00

CCC – Play Area Inspection – NET £85.00 VAT £17.00 GROSS £102.00 
Peter Buckley – Play Area Risk Assessments - £210.00
Royal British Legion – 2 x Wreaths - £70.00
Robert Morgan & sons Ltd – 2 x 16ft Nordman Fir Christmas Trees – NET £544 VAT £108.80 GROSS £652.80
Ferryside After School Club – Donation -£100
Ferryside RFC – Donation - £500

All payments were proposed for payment by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Afzal. All in agreement.

RESOLVED that the cheques be duly signed. 
10. Historic Minutes
The Clerk reminded the Members that the CC must keep minutes indefinitely. 
The Clerk went on to set out the position with all the historic minutes:
The minutes from the 1940’s to 1987 are in the CCC Archives under St Ishmael CC.

The minutes from April 2012 – current day are with the Clerk. It was noted that all minutes from 2018 were also published on the website. 
The files including the minutes from 1987 to 2000 were preserved under the name of former Clerk Mr A Dark, but this has now been linked to the St Ishmael CC Archives. The Archived Minutes are believed to have been sent for cleaning following a mould outbreak and it is believed they would be located in the near future.
The minutes from 2000 – March 2012 have been located, and the Clerk will arrange to collect the minutes asap. 
It was agreed that the Minutes from 2000-2017 should be placed in the CCC Archives as soon as practically possible.
Cllr Batte thanked the Clerk for all the hard work that had been done to resolve the matter. 
11. Quarterly Budget Report
The Clerk presented the Quarterly Budget Return.  

It was noted that the following payments had been received:

2/3 of the precept payment = £13,277
VAT payment = £2424.09
Barclays Interest = £106.67 (with further Cemetery Account Interest of £50.38)
The Quarterly Budget was proposed for acceptance and publication by Cllr Afzal and seconded by Cllr Batte. 
12. Any Other Business
12.1  Cllr Holliday raised residents’ concerns regarding the burglary alarm going off at empty property Greenfield Bungalow. Residents should be advised to contact DPP.
12.2  Cllr Wyld asked that the Clerk report the red bags in the area that had been left out for collection for over 2 weeks. The Council wished to thank anyone collecting the litter in the area and asked if letters of thanks could be sent.
12.3  Cllr Wyld reported the tree that had fallen into Ystrad Stream near Jed’s garage. The Clerk was asked to report this is NRW. 
Cllr Afzal left the meeting.

12.4  Cllr Wyld raised concern regarding the overgrown hedge adjacent to the Pale Field. The Clerk would contact Wenallt and ask that the work be carried out soon. 
12.5  Cllr Thomas raised concern regarding the overhanging trees near Jed’s Garage.
12.6  Cllr George raised concern regarding the flooding of Ystrad Stream onto the road again. This was happening much more frequently.  
12.7 Cllr Gibbon expressed concern regarding the visibility of Panteg Square from Llansaint.
12.8  County Cllr Davies informed the Council that the Old Band Room planning would be considered by the Planning Committee on Thursday, 9th October. 
12.9  Cllr Batte raised concern about the red seat on the Cliff Path deteriorating, the Clerk had already asked the handyman to remove the wood asap.
12.10 Cllr Batte reported that the banner on the side of the MUGA had partly fallen off. The Clerk agreed to speak to the handyman.
12.11 Cllr Batte raised the issue of the hedge at the bottom of Tripenhad road not being cut.
12.12 Cllr Batte asked that the handyman look at bolts for the hanging baskets before next summer. 
12.13 Cllr Batte raised the issue of the damaged fence along Ystrad Stream which had been reported more than once before. 
12.14 Cllr Batte asked about the telephone kiosk. It was agreed that this would be an Agenda item in November.

12.15 Cllr Harding raised further concern about the sea defences on Ferryside foreshore which continued to deteriorate. 

12.16 Cllr Thomas informed the Community Council that the post and Bridleway sign had again been removed from the foreshore. 

12.17 Cllr Stephens raised concern that a potential sink hole had been discovered by Network Rail during their recent work on the railway line.

12.18 Cllr Stephens raised concern that it had been alleged that Network Rail had been seen discarding waste materials over the sea wall. 

12.19 Cllr Stephens informed the Council that a meeting was being held with Network Rail regarding the decommissioning of the Level Crossing on the 15th October. The time of the meeting was to be confirmed.

12.20 Cllr Stephens reminded the Council of the tree work being undertaken on the Cliff Path on the 27th October.

12.21 Cllr Stephens informed the Council that an important public meeting had been called regarding the future of Ferryside Village Hall. This was be held on Monday, 3rd November. 

12.22 Cllrs Stephens informed the members that a FSEG AGM would be held on 23rd October 2025. 

It was agreed that the next meeting would be held on the 11th November 2025 in Llansaint Welfare Hall.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 21:30.
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