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St Ishmael Community Council

Draft Minutes of the Meeting held in Ferryside Village Hall on 1st April 2025.
PRESENT: 


Cllr P Stephens, Cllr Gibbon, Cllr Batte, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Siddall, Cllr George, Cllr Harding, County Cllr LE Davies and J Rees (Clerk). 
In the Chair: Cllr P Stephens
The Chair welcomed the Council to the meeting. A warm welcome was extended to new member, Cllr Keith Harding, who duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
1. Apologies for Absence

RESOLVED that apologies for absence be accepted from Cllr Holliday, Cllr King, Cllr Dalton and Cllr Wyld. 
2. Declaration of Interests

No declarations of interest were made.
3. Public Participation
It was noted that no member of the public were in attendance. 
4. Minutes RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the meeting held on the 4th March 2025 – proposed by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Gibbon. 
5. Matters Arising

5.1 Update on Salem Cemetery – the Clerk updated the Council that Salem Cemetery had been legally transferred on the 5th March 2025. A public notice had been issued on social media. The first internment would take place on the 7th April. The Handyman would start work improving the path and weeding in the coming days. The Burial Authority would meet soon. 
5.2 Update Keep Wales Tidy Orchard Package – the Clerk updated the Council that the two benches, bug hotel and hedgehog house had been located on the field. 
5.3 Update on the VE day commemoration – it was agreed that the Clerk contact Rev Austin to ask if an informal service could be held before the beacon was lit. Cllr Thomas would arrange the collection of the beacon, barriers and the gas. Cllr Batte, Cllr Siddall and the Clerk would volunteer on the night and arrange to carry out a risk assessment prior to the event. The Clerk would confirm the arrangements with the Chair of Llansaint Welfare Hall. 
5.4 Update on the Hanging Baskets – the Clerk confirmed that the hanging baskets had been ordered with Wrenvale as instructed. 
5.5 Update on the dog fouling banner – The Clerk updated the Council that CCC were hoping to provide a banner soon but had provided three messaging boards which would be placed around the Pale Field as soon as possible. 
5.6 Update on the fly-tipping – National Resources Wales were dealing with the large container of waste abandoned on the C2704 road to Llansaint. The investigation was ongoing and no further information was currently available. 
5.7 Update on the Heolddu Solar Farm – the Clerk had shared the additional information from the project team via email. The Clerk read the correspondence to the Council and it was the resolved that the Clerk write to NRW regarding the concerns regarding additional flooding that could be caused. The Clerk would also ask the Project Team to include the Community Council on any Community Benefits discussion and to ask for more information on how a “community ownership” scheme may work. 
5.8 Thank you from Sir G Davies – The Clerk read the thank you received from Sir G Davies for the letter of congratulations sent earlier in the year. The Council expressed their gratitude. 
5.9 Update on the Litter Bins – the Clerk presented the disappointing response to the Community Council letter. It was resolved that the Clerk write to the Chief Executive of CCC to raise the concerns further. 
6. To receive items of correspondence
	No
	Subject
	From
	Action

	1
	Senedd report published on Role, Governance and Accountability of Community and Town Council Sector
	OVW
	The Clerk updated the Council on the recommendations of the report. 

	2
	You'll have new energy prices from April
	OVO Energy
	The Clerk updated the Council on the change in costs. It was noted that the Standing Charge per day being reduced would result in the Community Council paying less for energy. 

	3
	Changes to electricity billing
	SSE
	The Clerk read the letter from SSE regarding un-metered billing relevant for Ferryside Christmas lights. It was noted that a new daily charge would be applicable as well as the standing charge and unit rate. 

	4
	Consultation on the future of Transport In South West Wales
	OVW
	The Clerk was asked to respond on behalf of the Council particularly raising concerns regarding the unreliability of buses substituting trains.

	5
	Audit Notice 2024-25
	D Evans
	The Clerk presented the Audit Notice to the Council. It was proposed by Cllr Batte that the Clerk ensure Mr S Jones was able to carry out the internal audit, this was seconded by Cllr Thomas.  

	6
	Town & Community Councils Update
	CCC
	Shared

	7
	SSAFA Wales Community Council appeal 2025
	A Lawrie
	Shared

	8
	NFP Workshops


	NFP
	Noted

	9
	Reminder - Upcoming Online Events from the Cost of Living Crisis Support Team
	OVW
	Noted

	10
	Planning Applications 24/02/2025 - 28/02/2025
	CCC
	Noted

	11
	Membership of One Voice Wales
	OVW
	Noted

	12
	Postponing the Annual General Meeting
	OVW
	Noted

	13
	Cemetery
	C Williams
	Noted

	14
	Green GEN Tywi Teifi Consultation Launched
	Green Gen
	Shared 

	15
	Councillor Vacancy 
	K Harding
	Noted

	16
	Senedd Report
	OVW
	Noted

	17
	Invoice
	OVO Energy
	Noted

	18
	Marie Curie Great Daffodil Appeal 2025
	Marie Curie Cymru
	Shared

	19
	Fly tipping (Wagon)
	D Gareth James


	Noted

	20
	Cemetery Ferryside
	C Williams
	Noted

	21
	Draft diversity and inclusion guidance for registered political parties – summary of responses to the consultation
	OVW
	Noted

	22
	Planning Applications 03/03/2025 - 07/03/2025
	CCC
	Noted

	23
	Hanging Baskets
	Wrenvale
	Noted

	24
	Senedd Review Final Determinations
	C Lowry
	Shared

	25
	TRAINING DATES - MARCH - JUNE 2025
	OVW
	Shared

	26
	Child Poverty Innovation and Supporting Communities grant fund
	OVW
	Noted

	27
	Upcoming Online Events from the Cost of Living Crisis Support Team
	OVW
	Noted

	28
	Thank you / Diolch
	G Davies
	Noted

	29
	National Awards Conference 2025
	OVW
	Noted

	30
	Digital Guidance
	OVW
	Shared

	31
	Carmarthenshire Sustainable Communities Fund - Grant Opportunity for Community Projects
	OVW
	Noted

	32
	Fly Tipping (Wagon)
	NRW
	Noted

	33
	Cemetery – update of policy
	Zurich Insurance
	Noted

	34
	Councillor enquiry ref CE692676964 Litter Bin Rationalisation Programme – Ferryside
	L Cole
	Noted

	35
	Grave Yard
	P Johnes
	Shared

	36
	𝐒𝐞𝐜𝐭𝐢𝐨𝐧 𝟔 𝐑𝐞𝐩𝐨𝐫𝐭𝐬 𝟐𝟎𝟐𝟓
	OVW
	Noted

	37
	IMPACT - Llais monthly newsletter
	Llais
	Noted

	38
	Purchase of Salem Baptist Chapel Cemetery, Ferryside
	R Lewis 
	Shared

	39
	Exciting News: Launch of the New One Voice Wales Website!
	OVW
	Noted

	40
	Agenda for Planning Committee, Thursday, 27th March, 2025, 10.00 am
	County Cllr L Davies
	Shared

	41
	Planning Applications 10/03/2025 - 14/03/2025
	CCC
	Noted

	42
	Ferryside Signal Box Decommissioning (work near the Level Crossing)
	Network Rail
	Noted

	43
	Works near Ferryside Foreshore
	A Francis, CCC
	Noted 

	44
	Annual Playground Inspection
	L Cole
	Shared

	45
	Booking Confirmation – Cllr K Harding
	OVW
	Noted

	46
	Annual Playground Inspection
	P Buckley
	Noted

	47
	Works near Ferryside Foreshore
	D Evans, CCC
	Noted

	48
	Planning Applications 17/03/2025 - 21/03/2025
	CCC
	Noted


7. Financial Assistance 

SSAFA Wales Community Council appeal 2025 – the request was noted.


Marie Curie Great Daffodil Appeal 2025  - the request was noted. 
8. To Approve the following Accounts for payment 
FSEG – MUGA monthly standing charge January - £10.00

Julie Rees – Clerk’s salary Feb salary – £685.52
Julie Rees – Travelling expenses Feb - £20.26
Julie Rees – General expenses Feb - £25.90
Mr M Leefe – Handyman Feb hours and materials - £632.99
OVO Energy – All Saints Church Electricity Standing Charge and usage - £30.51
One Voice Wales – Annual Membership fee - £393.00

One Voice Wales – Training Course - £40.00

Carmarthenshire County Council – Annual Lease (Playing Field) - £590.00

Carmarthenshire County Council – Annual License (Playing Field) - £2.00

Carmarthenshire County Council – Footway Public Lighting – NET £914.49 VAT £182.89 GROSS £1097.38
All payments were proposed for payment by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Thomas. All in agreement.

RESOLVED that the cheques be duly signed. 
9. Loss of Sand from the beach
The Clerk read information from local professional, Ms L Gibson, about the changes to Ferryside Beach and the Towy estuary. 
The Council thanked Ms Gibson for the information and asked the Clerk to arrange a meeting with Ms Gibson to discuss further. 
10. Annual Playground Inspection Report and Risk Assessment
The Clerk was pleased to report that the Annual Playground Inspection had finally been received and all issues were of low risk. The small hole in the flooring had already been addressed and the other works needing monitoring.

The Clerk also brought to the Council’s attention to concern raised by Mr Buckley during a risk assessment about the Multi Play Junior. Mr Buckley was suggesting modification to the equipment. The Clerk had sought advice on this from the playground contractor who had advised that no changes should be made without consulting the manufacturers. It was also to be noted that the MPJ was designed to not be accessible to very young children. 

It was agreed that the Clerk contact the manufacturers and meet with Mr Widdas, if possible, to discuss the matter further.  
11. Telephone Kiosk
The Clerk reminded the Council of the advice received from BT regarding the moving of the Telephone Kiosk.

It was agreed that all members would visit the kiosk prior to the next meeting to decide on a plan of action. 
12. Salem Cemetery Tender


The Clerk presented two Tenders to the Council:


Ty Gwyn Property & Garden Services £185.00 (including VAT) per cut


Wenallt Ltd Contracting £260 (plus VAT) per cut

The Clerk also told the Council that the Probation Service were prepared to cut the grass at Salem Cemetery but were unable to formally submit a tender or enter into a contract. A Risk Assessment would also need to be carried out prior to work commencing. There would be no cost but materials (e.g. fuel) would need to be supplied. 
Cllr Batte proposed that the Tender from Ty Gwyn Property & Garden Services be accepted as company had experience of working in the Cemetery and were able to meet all the criteria. This was seconded by Cllr Thomas.
The Clerk was to issue the necessary paperwork to Mr Pugh and ask the Probation Service to consider carrying out other works in the Cemetery.
13. End of Financial Year Budget Report

The Clerk presented the quarterly budget to the Council. 
It was noted that the a donation from the Baptist Union (via UTK) of £15,023 had been received on the 13th March 2025 following the legal transfer of Salem Cemetery. 


The Quarterly Return was accepted. RESOLVED that the return be signed and published. 
14. Any Other Business
14.1  Cllr Thomas raised concern regarding the work being carried out by Network Rail near the Level Crossing. It was the understanding of the Council that the work was being carried out for pedestrian safety. 
14.2  Cllr Thomas asked for an update on a bollard potentially being placed on the foreshore. No update was available. 
14.3  Cllr Thomas again raised concerns about the potholes and subsidence on the Queens Road.
14.4  Cllr Gibbon raised concerns about the situation with Llansteffan Beach following reports on social media of dogs becoming ill. 
14.5  County Cllr Davies reminded the Council of the Car Parking Petition which could be signed for a further week. 
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 20:56.

It was agreed that the next meeting and annual meeting would be on the 13th May 2025 in Llansaint Welfare Hall.
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