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St Ishmael Community Council

Minutes of the Meeting held in Ferryside Village Hall on 7th January 2025.
PRESENT: 


Cllr P Stephens, Cllr J Holliday, Cllr Gibbon, Cllr King, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Siddall, County Cllr LE Davies (late), and J Rees (Clerk). 
In the Chair: Cllr P Stephens
The Chair welcomed the Council to the meeting and wished everyone a Happy New Year. A warm welcome was extended to new member, Cllr Lena Siddall, who duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 

1. Apologies for Absence

RESOLVED that apologies for absence be accepted from Cllr Batte, Cllr Dalton and Cllr Wyld. 
2. Declaration of Interests

No declarations of interest were made.
3. Public Participation
It was noted that no members of the public were in attendance.
4. Minutes RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the meeting held on the 3rd December 2024 – proposed by Cllr Holliday and seconded by Cllr Gibbon. 
5. Matters Arising

5.1 Update on Ferryside Public Toilets – The Clerk updated the Council that while CCC were looking to lease the Ferryside Public Toilet block to a third party, this was on the condition that at least one public toilet would remain open. CCC were in the early stages of discussion with a third party. 
5.2 Update on AEDs – The Clerk informed the Council that the Broadlay AED had been returned and was reinstalled on the 2nd January 2025. The Manufacturers had provided new batteries and updated the software. Mr G Jones would carry out checks weekly for the next month to ensure the AED was working correctly. Thanks were given to the NHS Executive who had loaned the Community Council an AED for Broadlay for the Christmas and New Year period.  
5.3 Update on the Pale Field Embankment – The Clerk informed the Council that a letter had been sent to Mr Dark in response to his recent correspondence. The Clerk made the Council aware of the new drainage installed on the Briardale Embankment, it was agreed the Clerk inform the County Council, as owners of the land below. 
5.4 Update on the Christmas Lights – The Clerk updated the Council a new timer for the Llansaint Christmas lights had been installed by RT Electrics after consultation with the Chair. The old timer was broken resulting in the lights being on 24 hours a day. The cost was £111.30 (inc VAT). The Christmas lights had been turned off on the 6th December and the Clerk would ask RT Electrics to remove the lights. It was agreed that the lights could be stored by RT Electrics. Cllr Thomas agreed to remove the trees once the lights had been taken down. 
6. To receive items of correspondence
	1
	Police and Crime Commissioner Launches Policing Budget Consultation for 2025/26
	OPCC
	The Consultation was noted.

	2
	Community Survey (Aberystwyth University)
	OVW
	It was agreed that the Clerk complete the survey on behalf of the CC.

	3
	Community Energy
	J Greenwell
	The information had been shared via email. It was agreed that the Clerk / Chair speak to Mr Greenwell further on the matter.
County Cllr Davies joined the meeting. 

	4
	Law Commission Consultation on Burial and Cremation law reform
	Law Commission 
	The Consultation was noted. 

	5
	Ferryside Public Toilets
	CCC
	Noted

	6
	Planning Applications 18/11/2024 - 22/11/2024

	CCC
	Noted

	7
	IMPORTANT: Information on RAAC in Buildings
	OVW
	Shared

	8
	Network Rail - upcoming timetable changes
	Network Rail
	Noted

	9
	Reminder Cost of Living Crisis Project 'Meals that Matter' – Webinar
	OVW
	Noted

	10
	Statement of Payments 2023-24
	OVW
	Noted

	11
	Digital Guidance - Cloud Storage
	OVW
	Shared

	12
	Temporary Road Clousre: C2057 Ferryside SA17 5TN
	OVW
	Shared

	13
	241129 - CLLR SR - Pothole - Ferryside Square
	CCC via County Cllr L Davies
	Shared

	14
	Notice of Vacancy - St Ishmael Community Council (Ferryside ward)
	CCC
	Shared and published

	15
	Data Protection fee - Reminder to renew ICO:00018638299
	Information Commissioner 
	Noted

	16
	Community Council – appointment
	P George
	Shared

	17
	Pethau Bychain Nature Network
	OVW
	Noted

	18
	Invoice 19414 from Vision ICT Ltd for St Ishmael's Community Council
	Vision ICT
	Noted

	19
	Day and Respite Opportunities Questionnaire
	WG
	Shared

	20
	Planning Applications 25/11/2024 - 29/11/2024
	CCC
	Noted

	21
	Community Ambassador Role
	OVW
	Noted 

	22
	Green Heroes December Event: Help Spread the Word
	Via OVW
	Noted

	22
	Statement from R T Electrics Ltd for St. Ishmaels Community Council
	RT Electrics
	Noted

	23
	Cost of Living Crisis Project 'Keeping Communities Warm' – Webinar
	OVW
	Noted

	24
	INQUIRY LAUNCH: Community cohesion
	Via OVW
	Noted

	25
	CAS-03805-K4W9V2 LPA ref; ENF/00712 Rear of 4 Maes Yr Eglwys, Llansaint kidwelly, SA17 5JE
	PEDW
	Shared

	26
	Merry Christmas from One Voice Wales
	OVW
	Noted

	27
	Have Your Say 2024: A message to older people
	WG
	Noted

	28
	Valuation Tribunal for Wales Membership Recruitment
	VTfW
	Noted

	29
	Ferryside Public Toilets
	CCC
	Shared

	30
	You deserve an award!! One Voice Wales National Awards 2025
	OVW
	Shared

	31
	Planning Applications 02/12/2024 - 06/12/2024
	CCC
	Noted

	32
	BOOKING CONFIRMATION - CLLR SIDDALL
	OVW
	Noted


7. Planning Applications 

PL/08655 - Construction of slurry lagoon and associated works - Manor Farm, Portway, Ferryside, SA17 5UE. No objections were raised.
PL/08660 - Proposed detached dwelling (Resubmission of previously refused PL/08229) - Land adjacent to Rose Villa, Broadlay, Ferryside, SA17 5UB. Following a discussion, Cllr Stephens proposed an objection. As planning was previously rejected due to the proposal being deemed contrary to Policies SP14 "Protection and Enhancement of the Natural Environment" and EQ4 "Biodiversity" and GP1 "Sustainability and High Quality Design" of the LDP. The CC do not believe that the re-submission meets these requirements and note that at least one tree and a privet hedge has already been removed from the site area. The CC also note that the application states linking to the main sewer, but we understand that there is no main sewer in the area in question. The previous reasons for objecting should also be stated again. This was seconded by Cllr Gibbon. A vote was requested, 2 in favour and 4 abstentions. 
PL/08663 - Expansion of Existing Tourism Accommodation with the Siting of 4No. Glamping Pods, External Swimming Pool and Additional Car Parking Area (Amendment to Planning Permission PL/02152) - Tanylan Farm, Kidwelly, SA17 5HJ. No objections were raised.
PL/08714 - Variation to Condition (4 on W/27587 to Allow for the occupation of Touring Caravans, Motorhomes and Tents at the land from 1st March to 31st December) - Tanylan Farm, Kidwelly, SA17 5HJ. No objections were raised. 

PL/08717 - Variation of Condition 3 on W/14764 (to Allow the Occupation of caravans on the land from 1st March to 31st December) - Tanylan Farm, Kidwelly, SA17 5HJ. No objections were raised.  
8. To Approve the following Accounts for payment 
FSEG – MUGA monthly standing charge January - £10.00

Julie Rees – Clerk’s salary Dec salary at the new rate – £685.52
Julie Rees – Travelling expenses Dec - £20.45
Julie Rees – General expenses Dec - £23.30
Mr M Leefe – Handyman October hours - £625.00
OVO Energy – All Saints Church Electricity Standing Charge and usage - £70.56
Information Commissioner – Data Protection - £40.00

Vision ITC Ltd – Website hosting and support NET £200 VAT £40 GROSS £240

RT Electrics Ltd – New Llansaint Christmas lights timer NET £92.75 VAT £18.55 GROSS £111.30
P Thomas – Remuneration payment - £156.00

It was agreed that remuneration payments would be authorised for Cllr Wyld once necessary paperwork had been signed.

All payments were proposed for payment by Cllr Holliday and seconded by Cllr King. All in agreement.

RESOLVED that the cheques be duly signed. It was noted that only one bank signatory was in attendance and the cheques would need to be countersigned later.  
9. Emergency Planning

The Clerk discussed with the Council about what type of measures might be best to put in place to support the community during inclement weather events, for example volunteers to check on vulnerable residents. 
County Cllr Davies asked the Council if they might consider consulting the Village Halls on the practicalities of opening to provide basic facilities for people if the electricity and water were affected by storms. Funding options for generators could be investigated if the Village Halls were willing.
It was agreed that the Clerk would speak to Ferryside Village Hall and Llansaint Village Hall to discuss what type of support they may be able / willing to provide. The Clerk was also asked to speak to Mrs Squires, as a representative of the old age, to ascertain what support might be needed. 

10. Co-option of new member
It was noted that the co-option process had been followed. The Clerk presented a letter of interest in becoming a member from Mr Phillip George.
After due consideration, Cllr Gibbon proposed that Mr George be co-opted onto the Council to represent the vacancy in the Ferryside Ward, this was seconded by Cllr Thomas. All in favour.
The Clerk was asked to inform Mr George and make the necessary arrangements. 

It was noted that two further vacancies for Llansaint and Picton remained. 
11. Priorities for 2025
The Clerk asked the Council about the priorities for 2025-26:

It was agreed that the Clerk look for prices to renew the hanging baskets in the summer.

It was also agreed that the Clerk contact Llansaint Welfare Hall to gauge their interest in holding an event for VE day on the 8th May 2025. 

12. Quarterly Budget and Precept 2025-2026
The Clerk presented the quarterly budget to the Council. It was noted that the 3/3 precept payment had been received on the 20th December 2024 and an interest payment of £109.33 had been received on the 2nd November 2024. The Quarterly Return was accepted. RESOLVED that the return be signed and published. 

The Clerk went on to present the precept report to the Council to assist setting the precept for the 2025-26 year. The 2025-26 tax base for the area had risen very slightly. 

The Council considered the report carefully and the Clerk set out the continued cost increases e.g. electricity costs, wages, AED costs. And showed a breakdown of the budget and reserves spent over the last 4 years. 
After due consideration, Cllr Thomas proposed that an increase to the precept to £39,831, this was seconded by Cllr Gibbon. All in favour. 
It was therefore RESOLVED that the precept would therefore be set at £39,831. The Clerk would prepare an updated budget for the Council based on the precept. The Chairman and the Clerk were authorised to complete the necessary paperwork confirming the precept requirement to Carmarthenshire County Council. 

Allocation of the Council reserves were discussed with the following agreed:

Amenity Maintenance 
 
£5000

Ferryside Play Area

 £5000

13. Review of Senedd constituencies 
The Clerk presented the consultation (which had also been emailed to members). The Review was noted. 
14. Consultation on Planning resilience and preserving trees 
The Clerk presented the consultation (which had also been emailed to members). The consultation was noted.
15. Any Other Business
15.1 County Cllr Davies informed the Council that the CCC Budget Consultation had been published, the deadline for completion was the 26th Jan 2025. An increase of 8-12% was being considered. The Clerk was asked to comment in relation to Car Park charges. 
15.2 Cllr Gibbon was satisfied with the work on the Queens Road but was concerned that this had not been extended up towards the Cwm. 
15.3 Cllr Gibbon asked that the Clerk to write to congratulate Sir Gerald Davies on his knighthood. 
15.4 Cllr King enquired on when the issue with the hole in road outside the Cabin would be resolved. County Cllr Davies informed the Council that there were discussions between Open Reach and CCC as to the responsibility for the work, this was ongoing.  
15.5 Cllr Thomas raised concern regarding a grey van blocking the road near the old post office in Llansaint. 
15.6 Cllr Thomas asked if a response had been received following Dame Nia Griffiths MPs enquiry to CCC regarding a bollard being placed on the foreshore. 
15.7 Cllr Thomas reported that the culvert was blocked near Tresilwood Farm causing water to run down the road.
15.8 Cllr Siddall raised concerns on the erosion of the dunes and sea defence on the beach in Ferryside. 
15.9 Cllr Stephens enquired who owned the bins that had been placed in the Ferryside Car Park. 

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 20:40.

It was agreed that the next meeting would be on the 4th February 2025 in Llansaint Welfare Hall.
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