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St Ishmael Community Council

Minutes of the Meeting held in Ferryside Village Hall on 9th January 2024.
PRESENT: 


Cllr A Dalton, Cllr J Holliday, Cllr P Thomas, Cllr S Wyld, Cllr D King, Cllr H Gibbon, Cllr M Jones, Cllr P Stephens, Cllr J Batte, County Cllr L Davies and J Rees (Clerk). 
In the Chair: Cllr A Dalton 
1. Apologies for Absence

RESOLVED that apologies for absence be accepted from County Councillor C Davies, Cllr D King and Cllr E Benham. 
2. Declaration of Interests
Cllr Dalton declared an interest in 5.7. 
3. Public Participation
It was noted that no members of the public were in attendance on this occasion to discuss anything during the public participation. 

4. Minutes RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the meeting held on the 5th December 2023 – proposed by Cllr M Jones and seconded by Cllr H Gibbon. 
5. Matters Arising

5.1 Update on MUGA work – The Clerk reported that the MUGA work had been completed by Wenallt.
5.2 Update on the Briardale Embankment – the Clerk read the correspondence received from CCC via County Cllr Davies and the advice sought from an ex-employee of a Local Authority Legal Department had been received in part. It was decided that the rest of the advice should be seen before any further action was taken. Assessment of the area would continue and the CC will liaise with the County Council if any change in the condition occurs. 
5.3 Update on Palm Oil – the Clerk reported that Crown Estate had asked if a Palm Oil information sign would be helpful. It was decided that if more incidents were reported this may be considered. 
5.4 Update on a visit to Meddygfa Minafon – the Clerk reported that a visit would not be possible until at least March 2024. It was agreed that Cllr Dalton and Cllr Holliday would attend at this time. 
5.5 Update on the Hanging Baskets – the Clerk again gave the prices for the hanging baskets and provided a quote for Amerol Self Watering Baskets of between £40.54-£43.66 per basket plus postage of £12.79. It was resolved that the Clerk contact other local councils to ask on recommendations / best practice with hanging baskets and watering etc. 

5.6 Update on the Brass Plaque – the Clerk reported that a 20cm x 30cm brass plaque would cost £115 from Timpsons. It was resolved that the Clerk look at prices of a slate sign. 
5.7 Update on the D-Day commemoration – the Clerk reported that hiring a beacon from Jon Pendragon would cost £100 for one week, this did not include gas or delivery. Cllr P Thomas proposed that the beacon be ordered, this was seconded by Cllr M Jones. The Clerk reported that a letter had been sent to Llansaint Welfare Hall regarding the use of the adjacent land to light the beacon, the Chairman had been enthusiastic but had asked if the CC would be willing to subsidise an event. The Community Council felt that they only wished to pay for a beacon which would either be lit in Llansaint or alternatively on the Pale Field in Ferryside. It was agreed that the members would arrange for the beacon to be lit and supervised. A barriered area around the beacon would need to be considered. Cllr Dalton declared an interest.
5.8 Un-metered electric bill for Ferryside Christmas Lights – the Clerk reported that the invoice had not been received for Christmas 2022. National Grid had informed the Clerk that the usage form had been sent to SWALEC and they would chase this up. 
5.9 Update on Drainage CCTV Report – a long discussion was held on the details of the report. The drain and the owner of the drain adjacent to Community Council land would need to be identified. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk contact Dwr Cymru and request a map of the drainage for Ferryside to aid with this. 
6. To receive items of correspondence
1. Complaint regarding breach of GDPR data
RTYC

the Clerk explained the circumstances of the complaint and the fact that after the speaking to RTYC the complaint was withdrawn. 
2. Ferryside Flooding



L Reading
the Clerk read the letter to the Community Council and told the Council that Ms Reading had been informed of the public meeting being held by County Cllr L Davies.

3. Brass Plaque





Timpsons
Noted

4. Training Course



Planning Aid Wales

Noted

5. Christmas Lights



RT Electrics


Noted

6. Planning Applications 27/11/23 - 01/12/202

CCC

Noted

7. Urdd Funding Request


Urdd Gobaith Cymru

Noted

8. Policing Budget Consultation



DPP

Noted

9. Winter 2023 - Everything you need to know over the festive period









Zurich 

Noted

10. Ferryside Hall Booking




D King

Noted

11. Palm Oil 




Crown Estates


Noted

12. FSEG Invoice





FSEG

Noted

13. FSEG Payment Receipt x 9



FSEG

Noted

14. Monthly Meeting 





DPP

Noted

15. Issues






J Jones
Noted

16.  Brass Plaque





Timpsons
Noted

17. Ferryside Village Hall Invoice



W Andrews
Noted

18. Invoices






RT Electrics
Noted

19. PL/06915 - Planning application consultation

CCC

Noted

20. Meddygfa Minafon




S Lomax
Noted

21. Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Draft Annual Report - February 2024







IRP

Noted

22. Letter of thanks 
Carmarthenshire 
Young Farmers

Noted

23. Road Closure C2119 Portway



CCC

Shared

24. Clerk of the Community Council Details 

S Bizzell- Browning 
Noted

25. Planning Applications 04/12/2023 - 08/12/2023

CCC

Noted

26. Cost Of Living Crisis Survey 2023


OVW

Noted

27. Landslip in Ferryside

County Cllr L Davies


Noted

28. Merry Christmas


Chief Executive 
CCC

Noted

29. CCTV Report


A James



Noted

30. Countryside Code update December 2023 - to NAFW

OVW
Noted

31. Palm Oil



ER Daniel



Noted

32. Merry Christmas





OVW

Noted

33. Yellow Lines above White Lion



M Jacobs
Shared

34. ICO - Renewal confirmation



ICO

Noted

35. ICO - receipt of payment




ICO

Noted

36. 2024 - JANUARY, FEBRUARY & MARCH 2023 TRAINING DATES









OVW

Shared

37. FREE WEBINAR: Interactive self-guided tours for villages, towns and communities 25/01/24




OVW

Noted

38. Damaged barrier at Cwm Mill



N Davies
Noted

39. Dyfed Powys Police Newsletter 2023


DPP

Noted

40. Jan and Feb Training Dates



NFP

Noted

41. Examples of Biodiversity actions needed!

OVW

Noted

42. Planning Applications 11/12/2023 - 15/12/2023

CCC

Noted

43. Community Council Sign



A Dyer
Noted

44. 2024-25 Precept





E Davies
Noted

45. Town & Community Councils Update


CCC

Noted

46. Older People’s Commissioner for Wales December Newsletter










OVW

Noted

47. OVO Energy Bill





OVO

Noted

48. Carmarthenshire County Council - Remittance Advice











CCC

Noted

49. New consultation: Future spending purposes for dormant assets funding in Wales







OVW

Noted

50. Consultation: Fiscal Intergovernmental Relations











OVW

Noted

51. 50005201 - Christmas 2023 - St Ishmaels Community Council








National Grid


Noted

52. Experimental Order




CCC

Shared

53. Planning Applications 18/12/2023 - 22/12/2023
CCC


Noted

54. Invoice





Wenallt Spraying
Noted

55. Cheque received





K Sharman
Noted
7. Planning Applications 

PL/06915 
Installation of a free standing Monobloc Air Source heat pump - 1 Coburg Villas, Hall Terrace, Ferryside, SA17 5SW

The County Council had informed the Clerk that some heat pumps will need planning and others not. There are a number of things that planning take into consideration when assessing an Air source Heat Pump, therefore each application will need to be assessed on its’ own merits. 

No objections were raised.
8. Financial Assistance Request

 The Clerk presented three applications:

Ferryside Social &  Welfare Association Grant requested – noted pending financial statement which had been requested by the Clerk.  
9. To Approve the following Accounts for payment 
FSEG – Dec monthly electric standing charge - £10.00

FSEG – Jan monthly electric standing charge - £10.00

Julie Rees – Clerk’s salary November 2023 (at new hourly rate) – £627.90
Julie Rees – Dec Travelling expenses - £9.72
Julie Rees – General expenses - £124.99
Mr M Leefe – Handyman Dec hours and expenses - £534.00
OVO Energy – All Saints Church Electricity Standing Charge and usage (actual reading) - £87.85

Wenallt Ltd – Ferryside MUGA Work – NET £1800.00 VAT £360.00 GROSS £2160.00
RT Electrics – Installation of Llansaint Christmas lights – NET £453.10 VAT £90.62 GROSS £543.72

RT Electrics - Installation of Ferryside Christmas lights – NET £491.10 VAT £98.22 GROSS £589.32

RT Electrics – Reset times and replace timer – NET £149.50 VAT £29.90 GROSS £179.40

AJI & MD James – Drainage Camera Survey – NET £600.00 VAT £120.00 GROSS £720.00

Cllr P Thomas – Remuneration Payment - £156.00
Cllr D King – Remuneration Payment - £156.00
Ferryside Social & Welfare Association – Storage Room Hire / Meeting Room Hire £190
CCC – Replacement Lanterns to LED – NET £347.50 VAT £69.50 GROSS £417.00
Ferryside RFC – reissue of fireworks donation cheque - £500.00
All payments were proposed for payment by Cllr M Jones and this was seconded by Cllr J Batte. All in agreement.

RESOLVED that the cheques be duly signed. 
Cllr H Gibbon left the meeting. 

10. Quarterly Budget Report 

The Clerk presented the quarterly budget to the Council.

It was noted that the 3/3 precept payment had been received on the 22nd Dec 2023.

The Quarterly Return was proposed to be accepted by Cllr J Batte and seconded by Cllr M Jones.


RESOLVED that the return by signed and published. 

11. Precept 2024-25
The Clerk went on to present the precept report to the Council to assist setting the precept for the 2024-25 year. The 2024-25 tax base for the area had risen slightly. 

The Council considered the report carefully and the Clerk explained that due to the increases in costs, wages and the Tenders that there would be a shortfall in funding. The Clerk presented a range of cuts that could be introduced to help address the shortfall including a cut in bin collections from the Pale Field, reductions in 1st class stamp usage and tendering for the Christmas lights. 

 Cllr P Thomas proposed that the Christmas lights be requested back from RT Electrics to allow for tendering. The lights could be stored in the office, this was seconded by Cllr J Batte. 
Cllr J Batte proposed that the cutbacks be introduced and the precept be retained at £37,426, this was seconded by Cllr M Jones.

The Clerk reiterated that although the cutbacks may address the immediate shortfall, there would be little additional money for other demands / increases e.g. additional hours, insurance costs etc. 

An amended proposal was received by Cllr S Wyld that the cutbacks should be introduced and the rate should be increased to £38,239, this was seconded by Cllr P Thomas. A vote was taken on the amendment with 4 members in favour and 3 against.

It was therefore RESOLVED that the Band D rate would be raised to £47.00 and the precept would therefore be set at £38,239. The Clerk would prepare an updated budget for the Council based on the precept. The Chairman and the Clerk were authorised to complete the necessary paperwork confirming the precept requirement to Carmarthenshire County Council. 

Allocation of the Council reserves were discussed with the following agreed:

Amenity Maintenance 
 
£5000

Ferryside Play Area

 
£5000

Welsh Audit Payment 

£5000

D-Day Commemoration 

£1000

Hanging Baskets


£1000
12. Broadlay Streetlights
Cllr M Jones asked that the Community Council consider streetlights in Broadlay due to the increase in dwellings. Cllr J Holliday had consulted with the Broadlay residents who has overall been in favour of the idea.
Cllr Jones proposed that the Clerk contact CCC to ask for streetlights, this was seconded by Cllr Holliday.

It was RESOLVED that the clerk contact CCC to request streetlights for Broadlay. 

13. CCC Budget Consultation
The Clerk presented the CCC Budget Consultation, which had also been shared electronically prior to the meeting. The consultation was noted but as there were no specific cutbacks in St Ishmael proposed no comment would be made. 
14. Any Other Business
14.1 Cllr P Stephens informed the Council that the grit box in Pantyffynnon was empty and the grit box in Glan Tywi had disappeared.
14.2 Cllr P Stephens informed the Council of the trees leaning against the Network Rail fence line adjacent to Carmarthen Rd. The Clerk had already informed NR and CCC of the hazard.
14.3 Cllr P Stephens updated the Council on attending the FSEG meeting in November 2023.

14.4 Cllr Batte informed the Council that the double yellow lines above the White Lion had not been corrected despite the Experimental Order being issued.

14.5 Cllr Batte raised concern over the GPO manhole gushing water on Ferryside Square. 

14.6 Cllr Batte asked County Cllr L Davies to ask CCC if the pot drains could be emptied more regularly in the area following the flooding.

14.7 Cllr M Jones raised concern regarding the gulley near Carningle.

14.8 Cllr Jones said he was very disappointed that that the streetlight he reported to CCC in October remained unfixed. 

14.9 Cllr Jones was concerned about the level of service being provided by CCC. It was agreed that this be an Agenda item at the next meeting. 

14.10 Cllr Dalton raised concerns that the tractors travelling through Llansaint were speeding.

14.11 Cllr Dalton reported that broadband would be available in Llansaint Welfare Hall from Thursday, 11th Jan.
14.12 Cllr Thomas raised concerns regarding dogs being allowed on the field in particular dog fouling. It was agreed that this would be placed on the Agenda for the next meeting.

14.13 County Cllr L Davies raised concern that the meeting had taken too long and that perhaps a 6pm start time may be worth considering. It was agreed that a 6pm start time would be trialled at the next meeting. 

The next meeting would be held in Llansaint Welfare Hall on 6th February 2024 at 6pm.  

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 22:02. 
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