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St Ishmael Community Council

Minutes of the Meeting held in Ferryside Village Hall on 3rd October 2023.
PRESENT: 


Cllr A Dalton, Cllr P Stephens, Cllr J Holliday, Cllr P Thomas, Cllr S Wyld, Cllr J Batte, Cllr E Benham, Cllr D King, Cllr H Gibbon, Cllr M Jones, County Cllr LE Davies and J Rees (Clerk). 
Also in attendance: Mr P Griffiths.
In the Chair: Cllr A Dalton 
1. Apologies for Absence

RESOLVED that apologies for absence be accepted from County Councillor C Davies. 
2. Declaration of Interests

Cllr D King and Cllr P Thomas declared an interest in item 8 in relation to Financial Assistance for the fireworks display.
Cllr D King also declared an interest in item 9 in relation to the payment for Ferryside Social and Welfare Association. 

3. Public Participation
Mr P Griffiths addressed the Council regarding a letter submitted (6.2) in relation to a donation to Ferryside Social Enterprise Group and asked for an explanation as to why the money had been donated and reassurance that this was a one-off payment. 
The Clerk explained why the donation had been agreed subject to certain conditions being met and told Mr Griffiths that this was a one-off payment. 

4. Minutes RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the meeting held on the 5th September 2023 – proposed by Cllr J Batte and seconded by Cllr E Benham. 
5. Matters Arising

5.1 Update on Tripenhad Road defibrillator

The Clerk updated the Council that the toilet block defibrillator had now been moved outside the property Sunset on Tripenhad Road. The Circuit had been updated and this move had been advertised on social media. 
5.2 Update on internet access for the community halls
The Clerk updated the Council that having sought advice from Curry’s, they had suggested the best option would be a 4G mini Hub but only had contracted versions available at a minimum of £19 per month. The Clerk had then sought advice from Mr Greenwell who had suggested two potential products on Amazon:

TP-Link 300mbps 4G Mobile Wi-Fi Router (unlocked SIM) £69.98

TP-Link Dual Band 4G LTE Router (unlocked SIM) £91.98

Mr Greenwell felt the second would be the better option. 

Cllr Benham proposed that the advice be accepted and that the TP-Link Dual Band Router be purchased along with an appropriate SIM, this was seconded by Cllr J Batte.   
5.3 Update on the Christmas Trees
The Clerk informed the Council that Cllr Thomas had spoken to Gower Christmas Trees and the trees would be approx. the same price as last year depending on the height. Last years price for 1 x 17ft and 1 x 18ft tree had been £327.08 plus VAT of £65.42. Cllr Wyld proposed the trees were purchased; this was seconded by Cllr King. It was also agreed that Cllr Thomas would collect and erect the trees and take them down after Christmas, they would be disposed of on Cllr Gibbons land.  
5.4 Update on the Remembrance Day Wreaths 
The Clerk informed the Council that 2 wreaths had been ordered via Mrs Squires, the price was likely to be £30 as last year. Cllr Batte proposed the wreaths were purchased and laid by the Chair on Remembrance Day; this was seconded by Cllr Holliday. 
5.5 Update on MUGA works
The Clerk confirmed that Mr Evett of Wenallt had confirmed that the agreed works on and around the MUGA would take place in mid-October. 

5.6 Update on Pale Field Drainage 
The Clerk has sought advice from Mr P Jones of Oolong Sports Pitch Consultancy. He has advised that the NRW grant may not be the best way to proceed but that Council could apply for funding from Sports Wales or FA Wales for pitch drainage. In order to proceed they would need provide a condition report with soil sampling, Mr Jones provided a quote of £1369 to carry out this work. Cllr Benham proposed that the Council proceed to investigate the availability of the grants and agreed to the condition report quote from Mr Jones, this was seconded by Cllr Jones. It was agreed that no further investigation of the current pitch was necessary and the Clerk should ask A James for the final CCTV invoice.    

5.7 Update on Bridleway Signage 
The Clerk reported that Mr A Warner had responded to say that the signage was a standard size so could not be changed. 
5.8 Update on Planters
The Clerk updated the Council that the handyman had said the planter in Broadway needed to be replaced and quoted a cost of £80.00 for the timer to replace it. Cllr Jones proposed the handyman replace the planter and accepted the quote, Cllr Batte seconded this proposal. 
5.9 Update on FSEG donation condition 

The Clerk read out the email from FSEG in response to their agreement of a donation on the condition that a member of the Community Council could attend their meetings. Cllr M Jones proposed that the CC member being asked to leave when certain confidential matters were discussed was not acceptable to the Council, this was seconded by Cllr J Batte. All in favour.

RESOLVED that the Clerk email FSEG and explain that the CC did not find this acceptable and await a response. 

5.10 Update on Bridleway landslip correspondence

The Clerk had emailed two items of correspondence to the members from Mr J Lawday on the matter in hand, the Clerk read the third email and explained that previous correspondence (considered in Sept meeting) has in fact been referring to a second land slip adjacent to the property known as Trem yr Afon, Briardale. Mr Lawday had been in touch with the residents and advised that they intended to make arrangements for repairs to the area. Mr Lawday had contacted the CCC property team and had received confirmation the Community Council leased the bottom half of the embankment (the slippage had taken place on the top). Mr Lawday also advised the CC to assess the slippage from the bottom of the embankment. It was proposed by Cllr P Thomas that the landslip be assessed from the bottom, that the handyman be asked to clean out the gulley at the bottom of the embankment and consideration would be given to fencing off the area if deemed necessary.
RESOLVED the Clerk ask the handyman to clean the gulley, arrange for photographs to be taken from the bottom of the embankment and provide a quote for fencing based on measurements received from Cllr Thomas.  
5.11 Update on hedge cutting quotation

The Clerk presented two quotes to the Council for cutting the top and sides of the hedge along Carmarthen Road: 

Wrenvale £300 plus VAT

Wenallt 
£250 plus VAT
Cllr Wyld proposed that the quote from Wenallt be accepted, Cllr Benham seconded this. 
RESOLOVED the Clerk would contact Mr Evett from Wenallt to get the hedge cut as soon as possible. 
5.12 Update on Tenders

The Clerk explained that the Tenders had not yet been issued as the grass cutting tender needed further consideration. 
Cllr M Jones proposed that the grass cutting tender be split into two. The first tender would be to cut and mulch the grass on the field and area opposite every fortnight. The second, would be to take care of the area at the periphery of the field which would ensure that the grass was cut to the base of the bank, up to the wall and around the benches monthly.
RESOLVED that the Clerk draw up and issue the Tenders on this basis.    

6. To receive items of correspondence
1. Consultation on Fee Scales 2024-25 (Audit Wales)
OVW
The Clerk had emailed the details to the Council prior to the meeting, no comments were received. 

2. Monies to Calon Y Fferi 




P Griffiths

The correspondence had been discussed with Mr Griffiths at item 3.

3. 2022/23 Audit





R Griffiths

The Clerk made the Council aware of some additional information that had been requested in relation to 2022/23 Audit. 
4. Public Path Diversion Order 62/2 Revised

T Eckley

The Clerk presented the Diversion Order to the Council. Cllr Gibbon asked that the Clerk ensure that this continued to be accessible to vehicles and as a bridleway, this was seconded by Cllr P Thomas. 
5. Community Speed Watch 



OVW

shared

6. Overturned Glass Recycling Bin

Cllr LE Davies
shared

7. Consultation on Fee Scales 2024-25 (Audit Wales)
OVW

noted

8. Cancellation of Community Speed Watch session
OVW

Noted

9. FSEG Additional Information


S Bizzell-Browning
Noted

10. Wenallt Ltd




R Evett

Noted

11. Training Certificate




OVW

Noted

12. DPP Monthly Meeting 



S Morris-Davies
Noted

13. Pathways to Care



L Cummings

noted

14. OVO Energy Bill




OVO Energy

Noted

15. Reinforced Autoclaved Aerated Concrete
Welsh Government
shared

16. PL/06446 - Thank you for your comment
Planning Consultations










Noted


17. New Hospital Site Consultation – Feedback Report
HDHB

Noted

18. NRW Sustainable drainage feasibility grant info
Peter Jones
Noted

19. SEPTEMBER 2023 TRAINING DATES

OVW

Noted

20. Planning Applications 04/09/23 - 08/09/2023
CCC

Noted

21. The Welsh Ombudsman's public consultation: Our Equality Plan 2023-2026






OVW

Noted

22. Motions for One Voice Wales AGM 2023

OVW

Shared

23. Quote






P Jones
Noted

24. The Introduction of Mandatory 20 M.P.H. on Restricted Roads and 30 M.P.H. Exemption




CCC

Noted

25. Community & Town Council Liaison Forum

CCC

Shared

26. OAP Grant Application thank you


G Squires
Noted

27. Public Convenience Strategy for Carmarthenshire Consultation









CCC

Shared

28. MUGA Works




N Della Porta

Noted

29. Welsh Revenue Authority newsletter


OVW

Noted

30. HWB Presentation (Bach y Wlad)


OVW

Noted

31. Monies to Calon Y Fferi



P Griffiths

Noted

32. Invoice for Ferryside Village Hall

W Andrews

Noted

33. Community Council Confirmation

S Bizzell-Browning
Noted

34. Town and Community Council 20mph update

CCC

Shared

35. Bridleway signs




A Warner

Noted

36. Urgent Reminder One Voice Wales Conference and AGM 30-09-2023








OVW

Shared

37. 2022/23 Audit




R Griffiths

Shared

38. Landslip in Ferryside 



J Lawday

Shared

39. Footpath 62/11 - Diversion


J Lawday

Shared

40. More free financial awareness training in Wales
OVW

Noted

41. OVO Energy Bill




OVO Energy

Noted

42. Hedge cutting quote 



Wrenvale

Noted

43.  Remembrance Day



G Squires

Noted

44. Hedge cutting quote



R Evett

Noted

45. One Voice Wales Newsletter No.1

OVW


Noted

46. Hanging Baskets



Wrenvale

Noted

47. PL/06547 - Planning application consultation
Planning Consulations









Shared

48. Trees on CYF boundary (TPO’s)

A Patterson

Noted

49. Hanging Baskets



B Hughes

Noted

50. CANCELLED CONFERENCE AND AGM SATURDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER






OVW


Noted
7. Planning Applications 


PL/06547 – Change of use of storage unit to residential dwelling – Tim Bowen Antiques, Ferryside SA17 5ST

The Members considered that application and while no objections were raised it was resolved that the Clerk contact Planning Consultations to ensure that adequate sewage disposal arrangements had been put in place. 
8. Financial Assistance Request

 The Clerk presented an application for financial assistance from Ferryside Rugby, Sports and Social Club regarding their annual fireworks display. 

Cllr S Wyld proposed a donation of £500, this was seconded by Cllr M Jones. All in favour. 


RESOLVED that the Clerk write a cheque for a £500 donation. 


The Clerk explained that a financial statement had been requested from Eisteddfod Llandyfaelog but had not yet been received, therefore the application could not currently be considered further.    
9. To Approve the following Accounts for payment 
FSEG – Monthly standing charge October - £10.00
Julie Rees – Clerk’s salary September – £585.90
Julie Rees – Sept Travelling expenses - £9.90
Julie Rees – Sept General expenses - £35.49
Mr M Leefe – Handyman Sept hours and materials - £515.00
Wrenvale N&L Limited – Footpath Maintenance Sept – NET £150.00 VAT £30.00 GROSS £180.00
OVO Energy – All Saints Church Electricity Standing Charge - £16.91*
Ferryside Social and Welfare Association – Office and Room Rental – £360.00

Paul Hayhurst – Thank you payment (agreed Sept 2023) - £250.00

Ferryside Rugby, Sports & Social Club (RFC) – Donation - £500.00
*The Clerk made the Council aware that OVO Energy invoices had once again been incorrect. The Clerk had made numerous attempts to resolve the issues. Having spoken to OVO Energy Ltd on the 2nd October they had confirmed that the correct amount owed was £16.91. 
All payments were proposed for payment by Cllr J Batte and this was seconded by Cllr M Jones. All in agreement.

RESOLVED that the cheques be duly signed. 
10. Hanging Baskets
The Clerk had been asked to enquire about the price of placing hanging baskets in Ferryside Square:
Wrenvale Nurseries and Landscapes – provided baskets for three Town Councils in the area. Llanelli Town Council used self-watering baskets which could be purchased from Amberol and only needed watering twice a week. Filling the hanging baskets will cost approx. £22.00
Barrie Hughes Florist, Pontyberem – had quoted £35.00 per basket to be refilled or £40.00 if the basket is also provided. The baskets would contain water retaining gel. 

Cllr M Jones proposed that the posts in the square be counted so that a more accurate price could be provided, this was seconded by Cllr Wyld. 

RESOLVED the Clerk proceed on this basis. 

11. Quarterly Budget Return

 The Clerk presented the quarterly budget to the Council.
It was noted that the VAT payment of £2601.15 had been received along with interest of £106.55. 

It was agreed that the new defibrillators and the fisherman corner work be funded out of the reserves as presented on the quarterly budget.  

The Quarterly Return was proposed to be accepted by Cllr J Batte and seconded by Cllr M Jones.


RESOLVED that the return by signed and published. 
12. Reinforced Autoclaved Aerated Concrete 
The Clerk informed the Council that the two assets to be considered were the two bus stops in Glantawi and Llansaint.
It was confirmed that both bus stops were made from concrete blocks with tiled roofs. It was concluded that no further action was necessary. 
13. Any Other Business
13.1 Cllr J Batte asked the Clerk to ensure a plaque was purchased for the saplings in Ferryside.
13.2 Cllr J Batte raised concerns on the poor state of the triangular noticeboard in Ferryside. Cllr Jones said he would speak to Mr Cole asap. 
13.3 Cllr J Batte asked the Clerk to contact CCC regarding the need to clean out the gulley on the Cliff. 
13.4 Cllr M Jones made the Council aware that concerns had been raised with County Cllr L Davies regarding the poor resurfacing of Brigstocke Terrace. Cllr Davies agreed to take this forward. 
13.5 Cllr M Jones asked for an update on the public right of way through West Down Farm. 

13.6 Cllr S Wyld wanted to express his disappointment that Calon Y Fferi had advertised a caretaker job the day after seeking funds from the Community Council for a full time Centre Manager. 
13.7 Cllr P Thomas again raised concerns regarding the double yellow lines above the White Lion, County Cllr Davies updated the Council and it was decided that the Clerk should write to Director of Roads to raise concern over the lengthy delay in resolving this matter. 
13.8 Cllr P Thomas again raised concerns regarding the overgrown hedges in the area. 
13.9 Cllr H Gibbon asked for an update from KTC regarding the BOAT clearing project. 
13.10 Cllr J Holliday requested that the issue of postage be discussed at the next meeting. 
13.11 County Cllr L Davies informed the Council that he intended to allow the 20mph changes to bed in but anyone could contact him to discuss any concerns. 

13.12 Cllr A Dalton told the Council that the hinges and locks had been replaced on the electric box in Llansaint but it remained difficult to close. 

The next meeting would be held in Llansaint Welfare Hall on 7th November 2023.  

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 21.00 pm. 
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