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St Ishmael Community Council 

Minutes of the Meeting held in Llansaint Welfare Hall on 5th September 2023.
PRESENT: 


Cllr A Dalton, Cllr P Stephens, Cllr J Holliday, Cllr P Thomas, Cllr S Wyld, Cllr J Batte, Cllr E Benham, Cllr D King, Cllr H Gibbon, Cllr M Jones and J Rees (Clerk). 
Also in attendance: Ms S Bizzell-Browning and Ms G Jenkins.
In the Chair: Cllr A Dalton 
1. Apologies for Absence

RESOLVED that apologies for absence be accepted from County Councillor C Davies and County Cllr LE Davies. 
2. Declaration of Interests

There were no declarations of interest. 

Cllrs Thomas’ dispensation in relation to cockling and foreshore activities discussed at item 6.10 was noted. 
3. Public Participation
It was noted that no members of the public were in attendance on this occasion to discuss anything regarding public participation. 
4. Presentation on the future of Calon Y Fferi 

Ms S Bizzell-Browning and Ms G Jenkins spoke to the Community Council regarding the future of Calon Y Fferi, their recent consultation and their need to fund raise for a full time Centre Manager. They also provided up to date financial information. The issue of improving the relationship between Calon Y Fferi and the Community Council was also discussed. 
5. Minutes RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the meeting held on the 11th July 2023 – proposed by Cllr Jeff Batte and seconded by Cllr S Wyld. 
6. Matters Arising

6.1 Update on defibrillators

The Clerk updated the Council that the new defibrillators had been installed in Broadlay and Broadway by Mr P Hayhurst. Cllr E Benham proposed that the Council give Mr Hayhurst a thank you payment of £250 for this and other work he had done for the Community Council. Cllr M Jones seconded this proposal. The Toilet block defibrillator would be moved to Tripenhad rd soon. The TfW defibrillator had recently been used and the Clerk had reported this to TfW, the pads were replaced and additional feedback was provided by the user. 
6.2 Update on the Fisherman Corner
The Clerk updated the Council that the cockle shells had been delivered and the work was almost complete. 

6.3 Update on Noticeboard

The Clerk informed the Council that the new Noticeboard had been installed in Llansaint by the handyman. 

6.4 Update on Invoices from WAO

The Clerk updated the Council that the results of the 2021-22 Audit had now been received. The results had been emailed to the Councillors over the summer and had been advertised as per WAO instructions. An invoice for £284 was now due for payment. The Clerk told the Council that no further information regarding the 2018/19 Additional Work Invoice, for £4185, had yet been received. Cllr S Wyld proposed that the £4185 was not paid until a further explanation was received, this was seconded by Cllr E Benham. 
6.5 Update on internet access to the Community Halls
The Clerk reported that the cost of installing WiFi at both halls would be approximately £25.00 per hall per month. The Clerk had spoken to EE who said that a Smart 5G HUB and 25gb of data could be provided at a cost of £17 per month on a 24 month contract. Buying two smart hubs with a smart sim card was also discussed. Cllr J Batte proposed that the Clerk investigate the best course of action and proceed, this was seconded by Cllr S Wyld. 

6.6 Update on MUGA drainage tender
The Clerk reported that no contractor had submitted a tender for the MUGA drainage. Cllr P Stephens and Cllr J Batte had met with Richard Evett, Wenallt, and Mr Evett had suggested an alternative plan to manage the vegetation around the MUGA in order to find the best solution to the drainage problem. The Clerk presented this plan to the Council. The Clerk had sought advice from OVW regarding this course of action, it advised that as the Financial Regulations had been adhered to by inviting Tenders publicly, and that as this work needed to be carried out before any further deterioration of the MUGA occurred the work could be carried out if agreed with the Council. Cllr P Stephens also raised the issue that grass was again being dumped on the area adjacent to the MUGA, further exacerbating the drainage problems. Cllr M Jones proposed that the Clerk write to Ferryside AFC telling them that their contract was being breached and this would not be tolerated, this was seconded by Cllr J Batte. Cllr J Batte proposed that the work be carried out as suggested in Mr Evett’s plan at a cost of £1800 plus VAT, this was seconded by Cllr E Benham. 
RESOLVED that the quote of £1800 plus VAT be accepted and the Clerk contact Mr Evett to proceed with the work, inform the Manager at Calon Y Fferi of the works and write to Ferryside AFC. 

6.7 Update on the Pale Field Drainage
The Clerk reminded the Council that CCTV Camera had been unable to access the pipes under the playing field. The Council discussed digging holes at the periphery of the playing field to ascertain if the drainage had been installed correctly. Cllr Thomas offered to dig the holes with a small machine. The Clerk explained that Zurich Insurance had said that “If there is a contract between you and the volunteer then this will be covered under their insurance”. Cllr Thomas confirmed that he had the relevant insurance. It was agreed that Cllr Thomas should proceed, all in favour. 
RESOLVED that Cllr Thomas voluntarily carry out the work on behalf of the Council. 

6.8 Update on Sustainable Drainage Feasibility Grant
The Clerk informed that Council that the Feasibility Grant was open to the Community Council but that it was a complex application with a deadline of the 25th September. It was proposed by Cllr M Jones that the Clerk contact Mr Paul Davies to seek advice on the best way forward with drainage grants, this was seconded by Cllr J Batte.
6.9 Update on the Smart Meter
The Clerk explained that the Smart Meter could not be fitted as there was no O2 coverage in the area and water had been found in the chamber holding the Christmas lights plug. Advice had been sought from RT Electrics regarding the chamber, the explanation satisfied the Council that no further action was necessary. 

RESOLVED that no further action required. 
6.10 Update on Bridleway Signage

The Clerk confirmed that signage had been placed on the Bridleway, the Clerk was asked to CCC to discuss improving the signage further. 

7. To receive items of correspondence
1. Polling District and Polling Place Review


CCC
The Clerk made the Council aware of the official commencement of a review on polling districts, polling places and polling stations between 12th October – 9th November. 

2. Back of land at Caradog Court



A. Smith, CCC
The Clerk made the Council aware that Mr Smith had emailed to say that there unfortunately no core funding available from Highways to widen the path. The Clerk was asked to ask Mr Smith what alternative plan was in place to resolve this issue. 

3. Public Path Diversion Order 62/2



CCC

The Clerk made the Council aware that the proposed diversion plan had changed and that a new consultation would be sent out. 
4. Remittance Advice 




CCC

The Clerk made the Council aware that the 2/3 of the Precept for £12,110.67 had been transferred on the 23rd August 2023. 

5. Landslip near Ferryside




J Lawday, Public Rights of Way
The Clerk read the email from Mr Lawday informing the Council that a further investigation was needed following the landslip adjacent to Briardale private road. The Clerk was instructed to thank Mr Lawday for the information and would await the findings of the investigation. 

6. Concern re Market Stalls




J Jones
The Clerk made the Council aware of the concerns raised by Ms Jones in relation to the Market Stalls at Calon Y Fferi. The Council noted the comments and would advise Ms Jones to contact CCC if necessary. 

7. Planning Applications 26/06/23 - 30/06/2023
CCC


Noted

8. Three Rivers cockle bed opening 2023

WG Fisheries
Noted

9. Have your say on how Llais can work with the people of Wales for better health and social care services


Llais Cymru

Noted

10. Three Rivers cockle fishery public notice (temporary closure)








WG Fisheries
Noted

11. Surface Drainage Pipes


A James

Noted

12. Community Consultation 


S Bizzell-Browning
Noted

13. OVO Energy Bill




OVO


Noted

14. Statement of payments made to members
IRP Mailbox

Noted

15. Calon Y Fferi concerns



J Jones

Noted

16. Climate Change and Nature Action Guide for Community and Town Councils in Wales



OVW


Shared

17. Site Visit re - Landslide at Briardale, Ferryside
County Cllr L Davies









Noted

18. Community council meetings Wi-Fi and conference speak phones







J Greenwell

Noted

19. Remote Training Invoice 


OVW


Noted

20. Community Consultation Open Day invitation
S Bizzell-Brownig
Noted

21. Planning Applications 03/07/23 - 07/07/2023
CCC

Noted

22. Bridleway signage




K Harding
Noted

23. Cockling issues




Clerk Llansteffan & Llanybri









Noted

24. Ferryside foreshore signage


Rights of Way Maintenance 









Noted

25. Briardale Footpath Update


K Stiles

Noted

26.  MUGA Drainage Tender


R Evett

Noted

27. September Hall Booking


Llansaint Welfare Hall










Noted

28. Defibrillator pad quote



Calon Hearts

Noted

29. Surface Drainage pipes update

A James

Shared

30. Furniture@work delivery information 

Furniture@work
Noted

31. Code of Conduct Training


R Edgecombe
Noted

32. Order confirmation



MedTree

Noted

33. OVO Energy Bill




OVO


Noted

34. Llais West Wales Maternity Services Survey
Llais West Wales
Shared

35. Receipt of Order




MedTree

Noted

36. JULY & AUGUST 2023 TRAINING DATES
OVW


Shared

37. Forward Development Plan 2023-27' for Pontypridd Town Council







OVW


Noted

38. Your OVO Energy Bill



OVO Energy

Noted

39. Carmarthen Area Committee 12.7.23

OVW


Shared

40. CC Query





WAO


Noted

41. Town & Community Council Survey

OVW


Shared

42. BOAT clearing




KTC


Noted

43. LGBTQ+ Pathways to Parenthood - free course










CETMA

Noted

44. Planning Applications 17/07/23 - 21/07/2023
CCC

Noted

45. Completion of Audit 2021-22


D Evans

Shared

46. WAO / CC Query



D Evans

Noted

47. Nominations CLAS Awards & Royal Welsh
OVW


Noted

48. Drainage of the Pale Field


P Lilly


Noted

49. Moving the defibrillator



L Jenkins

Noted

50. Verges





M Jones

Noted

51. Town and Community Councils Update
CCC


Shared

52. St Ishmael Community Council visit to Myddygfa Minafon









S Lomax

Noted

53. Service Magazine - Calon Tân July 2023 Edition MAWFIRE

Noted

54. Action needed register your defibrillators
OVW


Noted

55. Chat





S Bizzell-Browning
Noted

56. Invoice 795




Wrenvale

Noted

57. Planning Applications 24/07/23 - 28/07/2023
CCC


Noted

58. PORTWAY Emergency Road CLOSURE
CCC


Shared

59. Knotweed





CCC


Noted

60. Invoice – knotweed



H Vater

Noted

61. The Community Ownership Fund- Round 3 Window 1









OVW


Noted

62. Footpath 62/11




K Stiles

Noted

63. Knotweed





S Vaughan

Noted

64. Thanks for 20 - News August 2023

R King MBE

Shared

65. Delivery of the Nature Networks Map

OVW


Noted

66. Training Information



SLCC


Noted

67. DYFED-POWYS POLICE AND CRIME PANEL – ANNUAL REPORT 2022-2023





DPP


Shared

68. Standing Orders Advice


A Harries

Noted

69. Planning Applications 31/07/23 - 04/08/2023
CCC

Noted

70. FS-Case-538095564 Emergency Portway Ferryside









CCC


shared

71. Calon y Fferi Community Consultation
S Bizzell-Browning
shared

72. Public Services Ombudsman for Wales Press release 09 08 2023 - Annual Report 2022 23




OVW


shared

73. FS-CASE-Number-534826395 CLOSURE PORTWAY, FERRYSIDE C2119





CCC


shared

74. Code of Conduct Training sessions

CCC


shared

75. Public Path Diversion Order 62/2


CCC

shared

76. Planning Applications 07/08/23 - 11/08/2023
CCC

Noted

77. WG Coastal Capacity Building Scheme 23-25
CCC

shared

78. Community Green Spaces - nominations call out










OVW


Noted

79. Defibrillator enquiry 



Zurich Municipal
Noted

80. Dolen Teifi Transport for all


S Davies

Noted

81. Ferryside Station Defibrillator 


G Morgan

Noted

82. OVO Energy Bill




OVO Energy

noted

83. Public Footpath Enquiry


K Stiles

noted

84. Planning Applications 14/08/23 - 18/08/2023CCC


noted

85. Community & Town Council Liaison Forum
CCC


shared

86. PLANED COMMUNITY FOOD PROJECTS
Planed

noted

87. Ystadau Cymru newsletter: edition 9

Ystadau Cymru
noted

88. Sustainable Drainage Feasibility grant programme










NRW


noted
89. Save Our Wild Isles Community Fund - Now Open!








Groundwork Wales

Noted
90. Volunteer Enquiry


Zurich Municipal

Noted

91. PL/06446 - Planning application consultation CCC


Noted

92. AUGUST & SEPTEMBER 2023 TRAINING DATES









OVW


Shared
8. Planning Applications 


PL/06446 – Village Stores, Eva Terrace, Ferryside SA17 5SF
No objections were raised and the Council were strongly in favour of the application.

RESOLVED that the Clerk submit a comment of support on the Planning Application. 
9. Financial Assistance Request

 The Clerk presented an application for financial assistance from Ferryside OAP Club regarding their annual trip. 

Cllr M Jones proposed a donation of £1000 be made, this was seconded by Cllr H Gibbon. 


RESOLVED that the Clerk would write a cheque for £1000 to be authorised by the Council. 


The Clerk asked if following the additional information provided by Calon Y Fferi (in the form of up-to-date financial statements and presentation) if the Council would like to re-consider their application for financial assistance. The Clerk advised that the Financial Assistance Policy allowed the Council to consider more than one application per year in exceptional circumstances. Cllr J Batte proposed that the application be re-considered due the additional information provided, this was seconded by Cllr M Jones.

Calon Y Fferi had written to the Community Council seeking match funding for a full time Centre Manager. The Clerk had sought advice from One Voice Wales to confirm that this type of donation was permitted. 


After due consideration, Cllr M Jones proposed that the £2,500 be donated on the condition that a member of the Community Council be welcomed and play a full and active role in meetings with Calon Y Fferi Trustees (there was no expectation for a Community Councillor to become a Trustee). This would also be a one-off payment. This was seconded by Cllr J Batte.


Cllr P Thomas asked for a recorded vote to be carried out:


In Favour of the proposal: Cllr J Batte, Cllr M Jones, Cllr A Dalton, Cllr P Stephens, Cllr H Gibbon.

Against the proposal: Cllr Scott Wyld, Cllr P Thomas, Cllr E Benham, Cllr D King.


Abstention: Cllr J Holliday. 


RESOLVED that the motion to donate £2,500 with condition was therefore carried. It was agreed that the Clerk write to Calon Y Fferi explaining the condition and seeking agreement before the cheque was authorised. 
10. To Approve the following Accounts for payment 
FSEG – Monthly standing charge August - £10.00
FSEG – Monthly standing charge September - £10.00
Julie Rees – Clerk’s salary July (inc 2 additional hrs) – £613.80
Julie Rees – July Travelling expenses - £34.11
Julie Rees – July General expenses - £98.90 (inc Zoll AED pads NET £86.10 VAT £12.80)
Julie Rees – Clerk’s salary August - £585.90
Julie Rees – August travelling expenses - £9.72
Julie Rees – August General expenses - £26.50
Mr M Leefe – Handyman July hours - £500.00
M M Leefe – Handymen August hours - £400
Mr M Leefe – Handyman additional hours and materials for Fisherman Corner - £817.98
Wrenvale N&L Limited – Footpath Maintenance July – NET £150.00 VAT £30.00 GROSS £180.00
Wrenvale N&L Limited – Footpath Maintenance August – NET £150.00 VAT £30.00 GROSS £180.00

Peter Buckley – play area inspections (Mar to Aug 2023) - £165
OVO Energy – All Saints Church Electricity Standing Charge - £60.13*
Welsh Audit Office – 2021/22 Audit Fee - £284.00
One Voice Wales – New Councillor Induction Training - £38.00
HJ and EM Vater – 1 treatment of Japanese Knotweed – NET £250.00 VAT £50.00 GROSS £300.00
Ferryside OAP Club – Donation - £1000.00

*The Clerk made the Council aware that OVO Energy had sent a number of reminders as July and August payments were due. The Clerk had contacted OVO Energy on numerous occasions to update them on the Council not meeting from early July to early September. The Clerk had also provided updated meter readings. The Clerk had raised concerns with OVO Energy on several occasions that the bill for £180.54 could not be correct as the meter was not in use until the Christmas lights were switched on. On the 4th September the Clerk spoke to the OVO Debt Dept to again explain the situation again and confirm the Meter reading, it was confirmed the amount owed was £60.13. The Clerk asked for an updated bill and as this was not supplied rang again on the 5th September and was again told that the outstanding amount was £60.13.  
All payments were proposed for payment by Cllr J Batte and this was seconded by Cllr M Jones. All in agreement.

RESOLVED that the cheques be duly signed. 
11. Autumn / Winter Events
The Clerk spoke to the Council about the upcoming events in relation to Remembrance Day and Christmas.
Cllr M Jones proposed that the Clerk arrange that two wreaths were purchased to be placed in Llansaint and Ferryside by the Chair, Cllr J Batte seconded this.

It was agreed that Cllr Thomas contact Gower Christmas Trees regarding the costs of Christmas trees for both villages. It was also agreed that the Clerk speak to Rev Lambert about a Christmas Carol Service in Ferryside, along with Traeth and the Cabin providing refreshments. 

Cllr H Gibbon left the meeting. 

12. Autumn / Winter Works

The Clerk asked the Council for guidance on the following works:
Hedge cutting – it was agreed that the Clerk contact local contractors for prices for cutting the Pale Field hedge along Carmarthen Road.

Saplings – it was agreed Clerk ask the handyman to assess the saplings on the Pale Field to see how many may need to be replaced.

Bulbs – it was agreed that spring / summer bulbs be planted in the Llansaint, Broadway and Ferryside planters. The Clerk would ask the handyman for approx. costs.
RESOLVED that the Clerk would gather the information and present to the Council at the next meeting. 

13. New Tenders for 2024
The Clerk informed the Council that the grass cutting and rights of way tender were due for renewal.  
RESOLVED that the Clerk prepare the Tenders for a period of three years and advertise appropriately. 
14. Chain of Office
The Chair explained that at resent events the Chain of Office had looked rather old and out of place. 
RESOLVED that no new chain of office be purchased as the cost was prohibitive. 
15. Any Other Business
15.1 Cllr M Jones enquired about the upside-down glass bin in the Ferryside Car Park. The Clerk explained that the bin had now been replaced and had been put upside down because the wheels were damaged. 
15.2 Cllr S Wyld had been approached by a local resident about the uneven resurfacing of the Eva / Bridgstocke Tce Roads. Cllr Wyld was advised to inform the resident to contact CCC directly with his concerns. 
15.3 Cllr P Thomas asked if the Clerk could contact County Councillor L Davies to ask who complaints should be made to in relation to the foreshore activity.
15.4 Cllr P Stephens raised concerns about the state of the triangular noticeboard in Ferryside Square. Cllr Jones agreed to make enquiries with Mr Cole. 

15.5 Cllr J Holliday asked the Community Council for achievements to report back to the One Voice Wales meetings. 
15.6 Cllr A Dalton asked the Clerk to report the poor visibility at the junction from Llansaint towards Kidwelly. 
15.7 Cllr J Batte asked the Clerk to report the poor visibility at the junction on the Crossroads from Ferryside to Llandyfaelog, travelling from the direction of Llansaint. 
The next meeting would be held in Ferryside Village Hall on 3rd October 2023.  

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 21.44 pm. 
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