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St Ishmael Community Council 

Minutes of the Meeting held in Ferryside Village Hall on 11th July 2023.
PRESENT: 


Cllr A Dalton, Cllr P Stephens, Cllr J Holliday, County Cllr L Davies, Cllr P Thomas, Cllr S Wyld, Cllr J Batte, Cllr E Benham, Cllr D King and Cllr H Gibbon and J Rees (Clerk). 
Also in attendance: Mr K Harding, Mrs C Harding, Mr C Lewis and Mr C Etty-Leal. 

In the Chair: Cllr A Dalton 
1. Apologies for Absence

RESOLVED that apologies for absence be accepted from County Councillor C Davies and Cllr VM Jones. 
2. Declaration of Interests

There were no declarations of interest. 

Cllrs Thomas’ dispensation in relation to cockling and foreshore activities discussed at item 3 was noted. 
3. Public Participation
The Clerk reminded those in attendance that this was an opportunity for members of the public to address the Council or ask questions on matters of concern in relation to Agenda items.
The group in attendance wished to raise concerns regarding the cockling season beginning and this having an adverse effect on their business ventures, Cllr Wyld advised them to contact the Highways Department of CCC. 

It was agreed that the Clerk contact CCC to improve signage on bridleway 62/9 on the Ferryside foreshore. 

Mr K Harding, Mrs C Harding, Mr C Lewis and Mr C Etty-Leal left the meeting and thanked the Council for their time. 
4. Minutes RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the meeting held on the 6th June 2023 – proposed by Cllr Scott Wyld and seconded by Cllr A Dalton. 
5. Matters Arising

5.1 Update on defibrillators

The Clerk informed the Council that two new defibrillators had been delivered and suitable sights in Broadlay and Broadway now need to be identified by the Councillors. Cllr Jeff Batte had been in touch with occupants of Sunset (formerly The Brow), Tripenhad Road who had agreed that the Toilet Block defibrillator could be moved to the front of their property. It was proposed by Cllr P Thomas that the defibrillator be moved, this was seconded by Cllr A Dalton.  
5.2 Update on Health Care Concerns

The Clerk updated the Council on a conversation with the Practice Manager of Meddygfa Minafon regarding concerns raised by the Community Council. Ms Lomax had informed the Clerk that several improvements had recently been introduced at the practice including the phone lines being open from 8am, appointments being arranged on the day and a call back service when the lines were busy. Ms Lomax invited members of the CC to meet with her to explain the improvements in person. It was agreed that the Clerk contact Ms Lomax to arrange a visit. 

5.3 Update on Noticeboard

The Clerk confirmed that the noticeboard could be ordered and paid for in advance by cheque. 

5.4 Update on co-option for Llansaint Ward and Ferryside Ward

The Clerk reported that the closing date for expressions of interest had been the 7th July but no expressions of interest had been received in relation to the Llansaint or Ferryside Wards. The positions would remain open until they could be filled. 

5.5 Update on Invoices from WAO

The Clerk reminded the Council that a bill of £4185 for 2018/19 Additional Work had been received in December from WAO, the Council had subsequently written to WAO asking for a breakdown of the invoice and the results of the outstanding Audits. No response had yet been received, however the results of the 2016 – 2021 annual audits had been received.


In June 5 further bills were received as follows:

2016/17 Audit fees                  £200

2017/18 Audit fees                  £200 

2019/20 Audit fees                 £250

2018/19 Audit fees                  £200

2020/21 Audit fees                 £258
Totalling  £1,108.

Another invoice for 2021/22 Audit results was then received for £284. However, the results of the 2021/22 had not yet been received. 
It was proposed by Cllr J Batte that the 5 bills in relation to the 2016/17, 2017/18,2019/20, 2018/19 and 2020/21 be authorised for payment, however the Clerk should write to WAO again requesting more information on the 2018/19 Additional Works Invoice for £4185 and requesting the results of the 2021/22 Audit before those two invoices were paid. This was seconded by Cllr E Benham, all in agreement. 
5.6 Update on Salem Cemetery 
The Clerk updated the Council on a letter from Mr C Williams from the Baptist Union to agree to carrying out an additional survey of Salem Cemetery as requested by the Council. 
5.7 Update on the Cliff Path

The Clerk confirmed that after some three years of requests parts of the Cliff Path had been resurfaced by CCC. 

5.8 Update on the Llansaint Planters

The Clerk reported that the handyman had cleared the dead plants from the planters in Llansaint, which had unfortunately not been watered for some time. Cllr Dalton asked if the 4 planters in Llansaint and the planter in Broadway could be planted with new bulbs as necessary. Cllr S Wyld proposed new bulbs were planted, this was seconded by Cllr J Batte. 

5.9 Update on the Pale Field Drainage

The Clerk reported that A James & Sons had confirmed that CCTV would be available to assess the drainage on the Pale Field on the 17th July. The Clerk had provided Cllr Thomas’ contact details, Cllr Dalton and Cllr Batte were also hoping to be in attendance.  
5.10 Update on the Fisherman Corner

The Clerk informed the Council that work was proceeding on the Fisherman Corner, the handyman had dug out the corner and put down a weed suppressant membrane ready for the cockle shells to be placed. Composite posts had also been ordered at a cost of £250 to replace the old wooden posts. 

6. To receive items of correspondence
1. Community Review 2023


CCC
The Clerk made the Council aware that since their objection to unward the seats in St Ishmael parish, the draft recommendations of the Community Review were to keep the status quo. This was noted. 
2. Audit Notice



WAO

The Clerk made the Council aware of the Audit Notice and requirements of the Full Audit. Cllr A Dalton proposed the Clerk be paid additional hours should it be necessary; this was seconded by Cllr J Batte. 

3. Sustainable Drainage Feasibility Grant 
NRW

The Clerk made the Council aware of the NRW grant and was asked to investigate this further. 

4. The Proposed Introduction of Mandatory 20 M.P.H. on Restricted Roads and 30 M.P.H. Exemption 


CCC

The Clerk updated the Council on the list of roads that were to have mandatory speed limits of 20 M.P.H. and proposals of 30 M.P.H. roads. The Clerk informed the Council that the period of objection would end on the 28th July 2023. While some concerns were raised on the general policy, no objections were raised to the proposed Order.  
5. Planning Applications 29/05/23 - 02/06/2023
CCC


Noted

6. Zurich Policy Renewal



Zurich


Noted

7. Noticeboard





Furniture@Work
Noted

8. APPLYING FOR THE COMMUNITY OWNERSHIP FUND - Free Event







OVW


Noted

9. 20mph Communications and Engagement Toolkit










OVW


Noted

10. Community Hall Funding


County Cllr L Davies










shared

11. Overgrown Hedges Carmarthen Rd

County Cllr L Davies










shared

12. Ferryside Village Hall



D King

Noted

13. Meeting Community Needs in Wales

OVW


Noted

14. National Blood Donor Week 


Welsh Blood Service










Noted

15. Cwm Farm, Ferryside



O Enoch

Noted

16. Hywel Dda Engagement


HDHB


Noted

17. Amended Standing Orders


OVW


Noted

18. Planning Applications 05/06/23 - 09/06/2023
CCC


Noted

19. Licensing Act 2003



OVW


Noted

20. Notice of Vacancy update


S Williams

Noted

21. Wales Connectivity Survey


OVW


Noted

22. Kidwelly Eco Fest



J Williams

shared

23. Kidwelly Carnival



KTC


shared

24. Audit Notice 




D Evans

shared

25. Funding Application 



S Brizzel-Browning
shared

26. FREE garden packs from Local Places for Nature










OVW


shared

27. Infrastructure (Wales) Bill 2023

OVW


shared

28. Thank you for your payment


Zurich Insurance
noted

29. Audit Notice – Full



D Evans

noted

30. Planning Applications 12/06/23 - 16/06/2023 CCC


Noted

31. Audit Address




D Evans

Noted

32. Invoice 16/17




WAO Finance
shared

33. Invoice 17/18




WAO Finance
shared

34. Invoice 19/20




WAO Finance 
shared

35. Aerating the field



Wrenvale

noted

36. Invoice 18/19




WAO Finance
shared

37. Invoice 20/21




WAO Finance
shared

38. One Voice Wales’ Innovative Practice Conference










OVW


noted

39. Procurement Bill Secondary Legislation: Consultation Launch – Part One






OVW


noted

40. PBP Foodbank Calenders 2024

J Williams

noted

41. Invoice 2021/22




WAO Audit

noted

42. Salem Cemetery Ferryside


C Williams

shared

43. OVO Energy Bill




OVO


noted

44. Request for Code of Conduct data

KJ Davies

shared

45. June & July Training Dates


OVW


shared

46. Wrenvale Invoices



N Sheldon

noted
47. AUDIT PROCESS FOR THE 2022/23 AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS








OVW


shared
7. Financial Assistance Request

 The Clerk presented an application for financial assistance from Calon Y Fferi. The Clerk advised the Council that a donation of this nature could be made under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.


Calon Y Fferi were applying to CCC for a grant to support the recruitment of a full-time centre manger and were looking to raise 20% match funding.


The Council took time to consider the request and the supporting documentation, including the financial information, provided. 


It was proposed by Cllr A Dalton that the financial assistance is not provided on this occasion, this was seconded by Cllr E Benham. 

8. To Approve the following Accounts for payment 
FSEG – Monthly standing charge - £10.00
Julie Rees – Clerk’s salary (inc 3 additional hrs) – £627.00
Julie Rees – Travelling expenses - £28.80
Julie Rees – General expenses - £50.48
Mr M Leefe – Handyman hours and expenses - £500.00
Wrenvale N&L Limited – Footpath Maintenance April – NET £150.00 VAT £30.00 GROSS £180.00
Wrenvale N&L Limited – Footpath Maintenance May – NET £150.00 VAT £30.00 GROSS £180.00

Mr P Tillotson – Lime Tree Work - £70.00
Steve Jones – Internal Audit – NET £150.00 VAT £30.00 GROSS £180.00
OVO Energy – All Saints Church Electricity Standing Charge - £11.33*
Furniture@work – Noticeboard – NET £391.00 VAT £78.20 GROSS £469.20  
Welsh Audit Office – Audit fees 2016/17, 2017/18, 2019/20, 2018/19, 2020/21 - £1,108.00
*The Clerk made the Council aware that OVO Energy billed monthly and there was no option for quarterly billing. 

All payments were proposed for payment by Cllr A Dalton and this was seconded by Cllr J Batte. All in agreement, cheques duly signed. 
9. Review of Training Policy and Training Plan 
The Clerk presented the Training Policy and Plan to the Council. It was agreed the Plan be updated to reflect the current courses identified as required. 
It was proposed for approval by Cllr J Batte and seconded by Cllr J Holliday. 

10. Review of Investment Strategy 2023-24
The Clerk presented the Investment Strategy for the 2023-24 financial year, it was proposed for approval by Cllr J Batte and seconded by Cllr J Holliday. 

11. Approval of Annual Report 2022-23
The Clerk presented the Annual Report to the Council and following a discussion the Report was proposed for approval by Cllr A Dalton and seconded by Cllr H Gibbon. 
12. To consider improving public access to meetings
The Clerk informed the Council that advice had been sought regarding mobile broadband that could be used at both halls to improve public access to meetings. Some concerns were raised over the 4G / 5G coverage in the area.  
Cllr J Batte proposed that Llansaint Welfare Hall and Ferryside Village Hall be asked to investigate the costs of WiFi access for the halls which would potentially be funded by the Community Council. This was seconded by Cllr E Benham. 
It was agreed that Cllr D King and Cllr A Dalton would speak to the respective halls and investigate the cost implications.  
13. Review of Co-option Process

The Clerk asked the Council to consider the co-option process currently being followed. 
Some concern had been raised with the Clerk that the process may make it uncomfortable for candidates witnessing their applications being discussed. 

It was proposed by Cllr J Batte that candidates should not be invited to the meeting in which their application was being discussed. This was seconded by Cllr P Thomas.  

While candidates would not be invited to the meeting it was noted that any member of the public could choose to attend the meeting. 

14. Quarterly Budget Review
The Clerk presented the Quarterly Budget Report to the Council.  

The Quarterly Budget was proposed for approval by Cllr A Dalton and seconded by Cllr J Batte. The Chair duly signed the Report and corresponding reconciliation.  

It was also noted that the first precept payment of £12,110.66 and an interest payment of £87.72 had been received.

15. Any Other Business
15.1 Cllr S Wyld asked for an update on the local shop reopening, County Cllr Davies confirmed that there was no further update. 

15.2 Cllr S Wyld asked if the Council could promote the village halls via social media. It was agreed the Clerk would do so.
15.3 Cllr P Thomas informed the Council that Ferryside Carnival would take place on 22nd July, it was agreed the Clerk would promote this on social media.

15.4 Cllr P Thomas asked if a second cut could be made on the verges around the area.

15.5 Cllr P Thomas asked for an update on the yellow lines about the White Lion, County Cllr Davies agreed to raise this again with CCC. Cllr Thomas also requested that County Cllr Davies ask for police cones to be placed on the corner due to the use of the route by cocklers within the cockle season. 

15.6 Cllr H Gibbon raised concern that having rang 101 recently, the only available PCSO had been from Brecon.

15.7 Cllr J Batte again raised concern regarding the yellow lines above the White Lion.

15.8 Cllr J Batte asked that the handyman be asked to clear the path above the hall as it was overgrown.

15.9 Cllr E Benham again raised concerns over the poor state of Holcwm Road / Queens Road in relation to the road surface and the overhanging vegetation. 
15.10 Cllr E Benham praised the hard work of the new handyman.

15.11 Cllr A Dalton informed the Council that a member of the public had raised concerns that Cllr Gibbon had not left the room during the discussion on planning matter PL/05763. The comments were noted.

15.12 Cllr A Dalton raised concern that the handyman had been unable to repair the electric box door on the Llansaint Bus Shelter. Cllr Elliot Benham proposed contacting OVO Energy to have a smart meter installed, this was seconded by Cllr Dalton. 
15.13 Cllr A Dalton informed the Council that agricultural equipment had been stollen from Mr Strongs farm in Llansaint.
15.14 Cllr A Dalton made the council aware that complaints had been received from Ms Jones about a gazebo that had been erected directly in front of her property on the footpath by the Ferryside Village Forum. The Council agreed that the Clerk contact the Calon Y Fferi Manager to try to resolve the matter.  
15.15 Cllr A Dalton informed the Community Council that the Llansaint Carnival would take place on the 29th July, it was agreed the Clerk advertise the event on social media. 

15.16 Cllr A Dalton raised concerns about the age and condition of the chain of office, it was agreed this would be an Agenda item for the next meeting. 
The next meeting would be held in Llansaint Welfare Hall on 5th September 2023.  

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 21.12 pm. 
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