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St Ishmael Community Council 

   Minutes of the Meeting held in Llansaint Welfare Hall on 6th June 2023.
PRESENT: 


Cllr A Dalton, Cllr P Stephens, Cllr J Holliday, Cllr VM Jones, County Cllr L Davies, Cllr P Thomas, Cllr S Wyld and Cllr H Gibbon and J Rees (Clerk). 
Also in attendance Ms D King. 
In the Chair: Cllr A Dalton 
1. Apologies for Absence

RESOLVED that apologies for absence be accepted from County Councillor C Davies, Cllr E Benham and Cllr J Batte. 
2. Declaration of Interests

There were no declarations of interest. 

Cllrs Thomas’ dispensation in relation to cockling and foreshore activities discussed at item 7.2 was noted. 
3. Public Participation
It was noted that no Members of the public were in attendance on this occasion, other than Ms King who was in attendance to be considered for co-option. 
4. Co-option of new members
The Clerk updated the Council that two candidates had applied for the Ferryside Vacancy, while no one had applied for the Llansaint Vacancy. A second Ferryside Vacancy would potentially be available for co-option after the 12th June unless an election was necessary. 

Both candidates had been invited to attend the meeting, and a copy of the expressions of interest had been shared with all members. Cllr Thomas informed the Council that Mr Pope had decided not to attend as he felt the other candidate was stronger.

Cllr Thomas proposed that Ms King be co-opted onto the Council, this was seconded by Cllr J Holliday. 
Cllr King was welcomed onto the Council and duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance to Office. It was agreed that the Clerk send Cllr King details of the induction and code of conduct courses.

Cllr H Gibbon proposed that the Llansaint Vacancy be re-advertised, this was seconded by Cllr A Dalton. 
5. Minutes RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the meeting held on the 9th May 2023 – proposed by Cllr S Wyld and seconded by Cllr J Holliday.
6. Annual Minutes RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the annual meeting held on the 9th May 2023 – proposed by Cllr H Gibbon and seconded by Cllr P Stephens.
7. Matters Arising

7.1 Update on defibrillators

The Clerk informed the Council that a cheque could be made to Primary Care Supplies for the two AED’s as per quote in the May meeting. The Clerk went on to confirm that the Ambulance Trust scheme had closed. The British Heart Foundation grants scheme would open later in the summer. The Clerk also informed the Council that 2 x Battery packs had been ordered for the two Ferryside Defibrillators. Mr G Jones had replaced the batteries and defibrillators were now fully operational. 
7.2 Update on Fisheries Meeting

The Clerk updated the Council on the meeting with Fisheries in May attended by several members. Fisheries had reported that 105 boats had been licensed at that point which meant that they expected more boats to access Ferryside Beach when the cockle beds open in July. The Fisheries were currently revising their governance so that byelaws could be changed in the future, however, there was nothing that could currently be done to assist with the situation in Ferryside. The Clerk had already informed Highways and Network Rail of the potential for traffic congestion on the roads / level crossing. County Cllr Lewis Davies informed the  Council that he would meet with DPP before the beds reopened. 
7.3 Update on Ferryside Shop

The Clerk informed the Council that TfW had confirmed that the terms of occupation were currently being negotiated and finalised with the hope that solicitors would be instructed imminently. 

7.4 Update on Health Care concerns

The Clerk updated the Council on the response from Eluned Morgan MS. It was agreed that the Clerk write to the Practice Manager raising concerns and the need for a patient participation group. Hywel Dda Patient Support Services should also be contacted if the response was not satisfactory. 
7.5 Update on Morris Travel Speeding concerns

The Clerk informed that Council that Morris Travel had responded to their concerns and shared their actions to tackle the problem with members. Cllr M Jones asked that Clerk to ensure that Morris Travel were aware of the 20mph speed limit through the centre of Ferryside. 
7.6 Update on Gifts
The Clerk informed the Council that advice had been sought on purchasing gifts for past members, this was not acceptable. The Clerk advised that the Council should not proceed. The Council agreed gifts should not be purchased. 

7.7 Update on the tree roots on the Cliff Path

The Clerk updated the Council that CCC had confirmed that work on the tree roots on the Cliff Path would be carried out at the end of June 2023.

7.8 Update on the Noticeboards

The Clerk provided two further quotes for Aluminium Noticeboards:
Greenbarnes Ltd £1,034.78 (with Header / signwriting) £413 + VAT (Noticeboard only)

Furniture@Work £391 + VAT (Noticeboard only)
Cllr S Wyld proposed the Furniture@Work Noticeboard be purchased, this was seconded by Cllr M Jones. 

7.9 Update on Drainage Quotes

The Clerk updated the Council that having asked two companies for quotes, only one company had responded, despite several reminders, the CCTV main line unit would be £600 + VAT per day. A Volume Jet-Vac would be an additional £650 + VAT per day. Cllr Thomas proposed hiring the CCTV only to assess the issues, the Council would also need a report of the issues to be considered. This was seconded by Cllr M Jones.   

7.10 Update on Insurance Premium
The Clerk informed the Council that the insurance premium had been reduced as directed by the Council, this had resulted in the annual premium being reduced to £863.98.

7.11 Update on tree on Ferryside Square

The Clerk informed that Council that the Lime tree on Ferryside Square was growing down towards the pavement, making it impossible to use the pavement. The Clerk had sought advise from Mr P Tillitson: Mr Tillotson had suggested removing the arisings to the tip which would cost £70.00. Cllr M Jones proposed the work be carried out, this was seconded by Cllr A Dalton. 
8. To receive items of correspondence
1. Public Path Diversion Order 62/2



T Eckley
The Clerk shared details of the Diversion with the Council, no objections were raised but the Clerk was asked to find out if vehicle access would still be permitted. 


2. Provisional date for Ferryside School Sports

H Williams

The Clerk informed the Council that the school request to use Ferryside field on the 6th July, the use of the field was agreed unanimously. 
3. Bute Energy Towy Usk Grid Connection Scheme
L Rees Jones 
The Clerk made the Council aware of the email from the Standards Committee regarding applying for dispensation regarding the issue of the Connection Grid. 
4. Pavement alongside the sports field Ferryside 

A Rees

The Clerk made the Council aware of the concerns raised regarding the overgrowth on Carmarthen Road pavement. County Cllr L Davies agreed to chase the Highways Dept. 
5. Knotweed report phone call



Mrs Sutton

Mrs Sutton had reported to the Clerk that there was knotweed on the Pale field. Cllr Thomas had met with Mr Vater to assess the situation. Mr Vater had given a quote of £250 + VAT to treat the knotweed. Cllr M Jones proposed that the work be carried out, this was seconded by Cllr A Dalton. It was noted further treatments may also be necessary.  
6. Annual Independent Playground Inspection Confirmation
L Cole

Noted

7. Save the Date - Innovative Practice Conference

OVW

Noted

8. Planning Applications 01/05/23 - 05/05/2023


CCC

Noted

9. Fisheries Meeting





H Edwards
Noted

10. 2024 Calendars for PBP Foodbank


J Williams
Noted

11. Health Care St Ishmael




E Morgan
Noted

12. Byelaw in respect of seashore communities inc St Ishmael A Evans
Noted

13. GOOD COUNCILLOR'S GUIDE TO EMPLOYMENT
OVW

Shared

14. PL/05916 - Planning application consultation

CCC

Shared

15. Expression of Interest 




M Pope
Shared

16. Ferryside Shop Enquiry




D Stanbury
Noted

17. Thanks for 20 News May 2023



R King 
Noted

18. Ferryside Shop Enquiry




E Meyer
Noted

19. EMERGENCY ROAD CLOSURE - U2231 KIDWELLY
CCC

Shared

20. Planning Applications 08/05/23 - 12/05/23


CCC

Noted

21. Revised Standing Orders




OVW

Noted

22. Briardale Footpath





K Stiles
Noted

23. One Voice Wales CEO seeking support for student survey
OVW

Noted

24. Welsh Government Survey on Twinning


OVW

Noted

25. Period dignity scheme




A Rees
Noted

26. Notice of Vacancy – Ferryside Ward


S Williams
Noted

27. Collection of rubbish bags



A Jones
Noted

28. New Governor Ferryside School



H Williams
Noted

29. PL/05931 - Planning application consultation

CCC

Noted

30. St Ishmael Vacancy (Llansaint Ward)


S Willaims
Noted

31. Re:  Request for Code of Conduct data


K Davies
Noted

32. OVO Energy Bill





OVO

Noted

33.  Speeding Complaint 




Morris Travel
Noted

34. Revised Standing Orders 




OVW

Shared

35. Expression of Interest 




D King

Shared
36. Network Rail: Upgrading the signalling in south-west Wales










S Crombie
Noted

37. Grass Cutting removal




P Lilly

Noted

38. Planning Applications 15/05/23 - 19/05/23

CCC

Noted

39. Invoice






J Finn

Noted

40. Ferryside Level Crossing 




D Stanbury
Noted

41. Latest news from Carmarthenshire County Council
CCC

Shared

42. Quad Bike






DPP

Noted

43. Three Rivers Estuary 




Highways
Noted

44. MAY & JUNE 2023 TRAINING DATES


OVW

Noted

45. PL/05919 - Planning application consultation

CCC

Noted

46. Assets Collaboration Programme Wales Phase 3 (ACPW3) Grant Scheme








OVW

Noted

47. Kidwelly Eco Fest





J Williams
Noted

48. Future Generations Commissioner for Wales

OVW

Noted

49. OVO Energy Revised Bill




OVO

Noted

9. Planning Applications Received 


PL/05919
Use of former Agricultural Shed for a mixed use as a vehicle repair workshop and siting of a residential caravan - Cwm Farm, Ferryside, SA17 5UF  

No objections were raised but the Clerk was asked to seek clarification on the use of the term “mixed use”. 
10. To Approve the following Accounts for payment 
FSEG – Monthly standing charge - £10.00
Julie Rees – Clerk’s salary – £585.90
Julie Rees – Travelling expenses - £28.62
Julie Rees – General expenses - £92.13
Mr M Leefe – Handyman hours and expenses - £535.00
M A Dyer – A4 signs - £100.00

Intermedical (UK) Ltd – 2 x AEDs, cabinets, pads NET £2590 VAT £518 GROSS £3108

OVO Energy – All Saints Church Electricity Standing Charge - £62.59

Zurich Municipal – Insurance Premium - £863.98
All payments were proposed for payment by Cllr A Dalton and this was seconded by Cllr J Holliday. All in agreement, cheques duly signed. 
11. Approval of Accounts 2022-23
The Clerk presented the annual return and governance statements within the Annual Return to the Council and advised of the findings of the Internal Audit (a copy of which had been shared via email). Following further consideration, the Annual Return was approved for presentation to the Wales Audit Office and to be signed by the Chairman and Clerk.

It was resolved that the Clerk and the Chair should sign the Annual Return and it should be submitted along with all the supporting information required for full Audit. This was unanimously agreed. 
12. Approval of New Standing Orders

The Clerk presented the New Standing Orders for approval.

The Standing Orders were considered and agreement was reached on the areas that included brackets like this ‘(   )’ requiring information to be inserted by the council. 

The document was proposed for approval by Cllr M Jones and seconded by Cllr A Dalton, this was unanimously agreed.
13. Review of Financial Regulations Policy

The Clerk presented the Council Financial Regulations for approval, the document was proposed for approval by Cllr A Dalton and seconded by Cllr M Jones, this was unanimously agreed.
14. Review of Financial Assistance Policy

The Clerk presented the Council Financial Assistance Policy for approval. 

It was agreed to remove the strict timeframe for application in the document. The policy was proposed for approval by Cllr A Dalton and seconded by Cllr P Thomas, this was unanimously agreed.
15. Review of Risk Assessment and Financial Management
The Clerk presented the Council Risk Assessment and Financial Management for approval, it was agreed that the document be amended to reflect the advice of the internal auditor regarding remuneration payments. 

The document was proposed for approval by Cllr P Stephens and seconded by Cllr A Dalton, this was unanimously agreed.
16. Review of Code of Conduct

The Clerk presented the Council Code of Conduct for approval, the document was proposed for approval by Cllr H Gibbon and seconded by Cllr P Stephens, this was unanimously agreed.
17. Review of Complaints Procedure

The Clerk presented the Council Complaints Procedure for approval, the document was proposed for approval by Cllr A Dalton and seconded by Cllr H Gibbon, this was unanimously agreed.
18. Review of Biodiversity Policy and Action Plan

The Clerk presented the Biodiversity Policy and updated action plan, the document was proposed for approval by Cllr H Gibbon and seconded by Cllr P Thomas, this was unanimously agreed. 
19. Review of Equality and Diversity Policy

The Clerk presented the Council Equality and Diversity Policy for approval, the document was proposed for approval by Cllr A Dalton and seconded by Cllr P Thomas, this was unanimously agreed.
20. Review of Freedom of Information Procedure

The Clerk presented the Council Freedom of Information Procedure for approval, the document was proposed for approval by Cllr P Thomas and seconded by Cllr A Dalton, this was unanimously agreed.
21. Any Other Business
21.1 Cllr J Holliday asked on the latest information regarding the 198 bus service. County Cllr L Davies informed the Council that additional funding had been provided and the bus service would run until at least September 2023. 
21.2 Cllr P Thomas raised concerns regarding green waste being discarded over the Briardale Embankment. 
21.3 Cllr S Wyld asked for an update on the removal of the grass cuttings near the MUGA, the Clerk informed the Council that Mr Lilly had been contacted and the Clerk had been told that the removal would take place soon. 
21.4 Cllr S Wyld asked for an update on the Fisherman Corner. The Clerk informed the Council that the handyman had made a start in breaking up and removing the large concrete pieces. The Clerk agreed to speak to Mr Leefe to ascertain a timeframe for the work. 
21.5 Cllr P Thomas raised concerns regarding the delay with the Yellow Lines above the White Lion. County Cllr L Davies agreed chase the matter.  
21.6 Cllr A Dalton informed the Council that the flowers / shrubs in the plant pots on Llansaint Square needed attention. 
21.7 Cllr A Dalton informed the Council that Llansaint Welfare Hall were looking into funding for wi-fi options. 
21.8 Cllr A Dalton informed the Council that the Church wall had been damaged by agricultural vehicles. 
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 20.42 pm. 
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