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St Ishmael Community Council 

   Minutes of the Meeting held in Ferryside Village Hall on 9th May 2023.
PRESENT: 


Cllr A Dalton, Cllr P Stephens, Cllr J Holliday, Cllr J Batte, Cllr VM Jones, County Cllr L Davies, Cllr P Thomas, Cllr S Wyld and Cllr H Gibbon, Cllr E Benham and J Rees (Clerk). 
Also in attendance Mr J Greenwell. 
In the Chair: Cllr A Dalton 
1. Apologies for Absence

RESOLVED that apologies for absence be accepted from County Councillor C Davies. 
2. Declaration of Interests

Cllr H Gibbon declared an interest in item 8 PL/05763.
County Cllr L Davies declared an interest in item 7 (Ferryside PTA financial assistance request). 
Cllr P Thomas declared an interest in item 6.6 (Rugby Club Event) and 6.7 (Rugby Club Carnival Event)
Cllrs Thomas’ dispensation in relation to cockling and foreshore activities discussed at item 4.3 was noted. 
Public Participation
It was noted that Mr Greenwell was in attendance as an observer only. 
3. Minutes RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the meeting held on the 4th April 2023 – proposed by Cllr J Batte and seconded by Cllr A Dalton. 

4. Matters Arising

4.1 Fisherman Corner Update
The Clerk confirmed that Cllr Batte had met with the handyman to explain the Councils wishes regarding the Fisherman corner, the details had also been sent via email by the Clerk. The Handyman was hoping to start the work in the coming days. 
4.2 Update on the Ferryside Square Defibrillator 
The Clerk updated the Council that permission has been sought to relocate the defibrillator on a lamppost near Vicarage Close, however CCC had refused permission for the lamppost to be used as it could not support the additional weight. The Council asked the Clerk to arrange to have the defibrillator placed on a newly erected post. 
4.3 Update on meeting with Fisheries 
The Clerk reminded the Council that a meeting had been arranged with Fisheries on the 15th May at 4pm on the foreshore. 
4.4 Update on the Replacement of the Bowl Swing
The Clerk updated the Council that J Widdas had replaced the ropes on the bowl swing and it was now in place in the play area. 

4.5 Update on CETMAS Project Support Request
The Clerk updated the Council to say that a response had been sent to CETMA but they had subsequently asked for a sentence of support. The Council noted the request.  
4.6 Update of AED batteries for the Llansaint defibrillator 

The Clerk updated the Council that further to a motion passed on the 1st November 2022, once information had been received that the batteries in the Llansaint defibrillator had died, replacement batteries had been ordered and paid for by the Clerk at a cost of £55.60 plus £4.00 postage. The Clerk had been informed by Calon Hearts that the batteries had been dispatched. 
4.7 Update on the Microsoft Business Standard subscription renewal and Audio Conferencing renewal
The Clerk informed the Council that the Microsoft Business Standard subscription had been renewed at a cost of £148.32. The Clerk sought confirmation that the audio-conferencing subscription was still required as it was rarely used post-pandemic. It was proposed by Cllr E Benham that the audio-conferencing be cancelled and renewed if required in the future. This was seconded by Cllr M Jones.   

4.8 Update on recruitment of new members
The Clerk updated the Council on the Llansaint Vacancy which had been advertised for election. The Clerk would advertise the co-option from the 16th May unless an election was required. The Clerk also confirmed that the Ferryside Vacancy had been re advertised as Mr Lilly had withdrawn his interest in filling the post. The Clerk had sought advise from Electoral Services who had advised that as the declaration of office had not been signed, the vacancy could be advertised for co-option again. The Vacancy had been advertised again and expressions of interest should be submitted by the 20th May. 
4.9 Update on the Insurance Premium
The Clerk informed the Council that the annual Zurich insurance, which was due for renewal in June 2023, had risen from £843.54 to £976.09. The Clerk had sought an explanation from Zurich and had been told that a 20% increase had been applied to the sum insured figures due to the current economic issues. If the Council felt that the sums insured were incorrect, the Council could correct the figures to recalculate the premium. Following a discussion, Cllr E Benham proposed that the lower insurance (-20% increase) should be submitted, this was seconded by Cllr M Jones. The Clerk should also ensure that this did not impact the Public Liability insurance. 
4.10 Update on the Signs for the Pale Field

The Clerk showed the Council a proof of the sign designed by Dizzigns which would be produced on 3mm aluminium composite board with gloss lamination and rounded corners. The Clerk had received an estimated cost of £100.00 for 6 signs. Cllr A Dalton proposed that the Clerk proceed to order the signs, this was seconded by Cllr E Benham. 
5. To receive items of correspondence
1. Proposed Telecommunications Upgrade at CS12495601 – Tanylan Farm, Kidwelly  






M Christopher

The Clerk updated the Council on the plans. The plans were noted and no objections were raised. 
2. Meeting Attendance




A Williams
The Clerk updated the Council on a request from Mr Williams to attend a meeting via video link. The Clerk also reminded the Council of the requirement to be able to attend meetings remotely on the basis that everyone could hear and be heard. The comments were noted.  

3. Welcome to OVO Energy




OVO
The Clerk informed the Council that their electricity account had now been transferred to OVO Energy. 

4. Resignation Letter






K Low
The Clerk read the resignation letter from Ms Low to the Council. 

It was agreed that the Clerk inform CCC Electoral Services. Cllr Elliot Benham proposed that a letter of thanks and flowers be sent to Ms Low. This was seconded by Cllr Jones, with 3 in favour, 1 against and 3 abstentions. An amendment to the proposal was subsequently proposed by Cllr J Holliday that thank you gifts also be sent to recently departed members Mrs Afzal and Mr Bloor, this was seconded by Cllr J Batte. All in agreement with 1 against. 

5. Information Required for Audit 2022-23 – Carmarthenshire
D Evans
The Clerk updated the Council on the most recent information regarding the Audit from WAO. 

6. Wedding Party






J Evans
Cllr Thomas declared an interest in the event. 
The Clerk read a letter from Ms Evans requesting permission to use the Pale field for a wedding event (inc inflatable adult assault course) to be held in the Rugby Club on the 27th August 2023. Cllr E Benham proposed that permission be granted and a copy of the public liability insurance be provided to the CC in advance of the event, this was seconded by Cllr M Jones. 

7. Carnival 




D King
Cllr Thomas declared an interest in the event. 

The Clerk read out the email from the secretary of the Ferryside Sports and Social Club asking for permission to use the Pale field for the carnival to be held on the 22nd July, along with permission to put up security fencing. The event would only be held weather permitting. Cllr M Jones proposed that permission be granted to the Sports and Social Club if they had the appropriate public liability insurance to cover the event. This was seconded by Cllr J Batte. 

8. Planning Applications 27/03/23 - 31/03/2023

CCC
Noted

9. Community Review 2023




CCC
Noted

10. Virtual Allotment Officers Forum


OVW

Noted

11. Changes to Board membership



Hywel Dda
Noted

12. Your Microsoft 365 Business Standard subscription is renewing soon







Microsoft
Noted

13. PL/05754 - Planning application consultation
CCC

Shared

14. Planning Applications 03/04/23 - 07/04/2023
CCC

Noted

15. Public Footpath Signs




CCC

Noted

16. TRAINING NEEDS SURVEY 2023 Respond by 28 April










OVW

Noted

17. 𝙇𝙤𝙘𝙖𝙡 𝙋𝙡𝙖𝙘𝙚𝙨 𝙛𝙤𝙧 𝙉𝙖𝙩𝙪𝙧𝙚 𝙊𝙛𝙛𝙞𝙘𝙚𝙧.


OVW

Noted

18. Proposed Telecommunications Upgrade at TANYLAN FARM, KIDWELLY, CARMARTHENSHIRE, SA17 5HJ (CS12495601)
M Christopher Noted
19. Extra dates added to Hywel Dda consultation on new planned and urgent care hospital






Hywel Dda
Noted

20. St Ishmael Accounts 2022-23



S Jones
Noted

21. PL/05763 - Planning application consultation
CCC

Noted

22. Defibrillator Request




M Jones
Noted

23. Model Standing Orders




OVW

Noted

24. People and Skills Fund




CCC

Noted

25. St Ishmael Briefing - Section 106  Legal Agreements 31/03/2023








CCC

Noted

26. Ferryside Car Park Acknowledgement 

CCC

Noted

27. Planning Applications 10/04/23 - 14/04/2023
CCC

Noted

28. Ferryside Flood Defences 



CCC

Noted

29. Battery Pack Quote 




Calon Hearts
Noted

30. Battery Pack Receipt




Calon Hearts
Noted

31. Newly appointed Communications Officer with One Voice Wales









OVW

Noted

32. Emergency Alerts




OVW

Noted

33. Defibrillator Quote




Calon Hearts
Noted

34. Ferryside School swimming 


R Eyton-Jones
Noted

35. Carmarthen Area Committee Meeting 25.4.23
OVW

Shared

36. POST OFFICE LIMITED – FERRYSIDE SA17 5TE










Post Office
Shared

37. Collection of Rubbish Bags


E Daniels
Noted

38. Resignation of Llansaint Community Councillor
Electoral Services Noted

39. Acknowledgement of correspondence

Eluned Morgan AM
Noted

40. Project Support




J Williams 
Noted

41. Royal Mail 





OVW

Noted

42. Nᴀᴛᴜʀᴇ Wɪsᴇ - Eᴄᴏ Lɪᴛᴇʀᴀᴄʏ Cᴏᴜʀsᴇ (Mᴏᴏɴᴅᴀɴᴄᴇ)
OVW
Noted

43. Notice of Vacancy




Electoral Services
Shared

44. Grass Cutting




Wrenvale
Noted

45. Request for additional information on Audit Invoice
WAO
Noted

46. APRIL & MAY 2023 TRAINING DATES

OVW

Noted

47. POST OFFICE LIMITED – FERRYSIDE SA17 5TE
R Phillips
Noted

48. Wedding Party




J Evans
Noted

49. Coronation Events




J Greenwell
Noted

50. Community Councillor Role


P Lilly

Noted

51. Defibrillator Quotation



J Finn

Noted

52. Planning Applications 17/04/23 - 21/04/2023
CCC

Noted

53. Salem Cemetery Ferryside 



C Willimas 
shared

54. Ferryside Ward Vacancy


Electoral Services
Noted

55. Insurance Renewal




Zurich

Shared

56. Code of Conduct Training for Town and Community Councils









CCC

Noted

57. VAT Advice





S Jones 
Noted

58. Ferryside Foreshore Bridleway Enforcement
DPP

Noted

59. Bus Quotation




R Eyton-Jones
Noted

60.  Bowl Swing Invoice




J Widdas
Noted

61. Signs for playing fields



Just Print
Noted

62. CCC Remittance Advice



CCC

Noted

63. A Service of Celebration to mark the Coronation of Their Majesties The King and The Queen Consort



Lieutenancy Office
Shared

64. Additional Dates




Hywel Dda
Noted

65. Motions for 2023 Annual General Meeting
OVW

Noted

66. Invite for  St Ishmael Talley Community Council to our 3rd Diolch am 20 - Thanks for 20 Zoom




R King
Noted

67. Written Statement: Democratic Health of Community and Town Councils







OVW

Noted

68. Latest News from CCC



CCC

Shared

69. Information required for audit 2022-23 – Carmarthenshire









D Evans
Shared

70. Carmarthen Area Committee 25.4.23

OVW

Shared
6. To consider the following for Financial Assistance 

The Clerk read a letter from Ferryside School PTA requesting assistance to help fund transport for swimming lessons and presented the additional information requested by the CC.
Cllr M Jones proposed that a £600 donation be made towards the transport for swimming lessons, this was seconded by Cllr J Holliday. 

Cllr L Davies declared an interest in this matter and left the room. 

7. Planning Applications Received 

Cllr H Gibbon declared an interest in PL/05763. 

PL/05754 Extension, Demolition and renovation of the dwelling, including constructing an annexe - Joiners Arms, Heol Llansaint, Llansaint, Kidwelly, SA17 5JN  
PL/05763 Construction of silage clamp wall, roof and associated works over existing silage clamp - Land part of Maenllwyd, Llansaint, Kidwelly, SA17 5HZ  
No objections were raised. 

8. To Approve the following Accounts for payment 
FSEG – Monthly standing charge - £10.00
Julie Rees – Clerk’s salary – £585.90*
Julie Rees – Travelling expenses - £9.90
Julie Rees – General expenses - £92.70
Mr M Leefe – Handyman hours - £500
CCC – Refuse collection – NET £375 VAT £75 GROSS £450
J Widdas – New ropes for basket swing plus fitting – NET £235 VAT £47 GROSS £282

Julie Rees – Reimbursement of Microsoft 365 Business Standard – NET £123.60 VAT £24.72 GROSS £148.32
Ferryside PTA VCP School – Donation - £600
*It was agreed that the Clerk’s salary be increased in line with the EO1 National Salary Award 2022-23, from the 1st of April 2023. The salary would be based on 42 hours a month and would rise to £7,030.80 per annum. This was proposed by Cllr P Thomas. And seconded by Cllr J Batte. All in agreement.
The Clerk confirmed that the 1/3 of the precept was received on the 28th April 2023 to a value of £12,110.66. 
All payments were proposed for payment by Cllr J Batte and this was seconded by Cllr M Jones. All in agreement, cheques duly signed. 
9. Closure of Ferryside Post Office
County Councillor L Davies updated the Council on the situation with the Post Office and a meeting attended with the Chair, FSEG and Mr J Edwards MP.
It was agreed that the Clerk work with County Cllr Davies and the Chair to identify the delay in CK’s opening as that was felt would be the best option for re-opening the Post Office. 
10. Drainage requirements on the Pale Field
Following an onsite meeting on the Pale Field, the following action was agreed:
Cllr S Wyld proposed that a drainage company be contacted for a quote for a camera to identify the problem with the main drainage pipe and the drain aligned with the football pitch. This was seconded by Cllr J Holliday.

Cllr J Batte proposed that a tender be drawn up to add drainage parallel to the MUGA, this was seconded by Cllr P Thomas. 

The Clerk was also asked to write to Ferryside AFC asking that all grass cutting be removed from the field as they were causing additional surface water. The Clerk was also asked to write to FSEG asking them to address the circular storm drain which was full of water. 
11. Salem Cemetery Ferryside

The Clerk shared the response from Salem Cemetery on the request for a more detailed site report with the Council.

Cllr J Batte proposed that as the Council were dissatisfied with the response, the Clerk should respond to the Baptist Union to ask for a professional assessment of the whole site, without this the Council were not able to assess what work was required and could not move the matter forward. This was seconded by Cllr M Jones. 
12. New AEDs for St Ishmaels 
The Clerk presented two quotes to the Council for two battery operated AEDs and cases:

Calon Hearts £3,30.00 (not VAT registered)

Primary Care Supplies NET £2590 VAT £518 GROSS £3108

The Clerk also told the Council that there may be an opportunity to apply for free defibrillators from the Ambulance Trust but they were only mains operated. 

Cllr S Wyld proposed that the Clerk investigate the free defibrillators with a mind to placing them at the village halls, this was seconded by Cllr M Jones. 

Cllr J Batte proposed that the Council buy two defibrillators to be placed at Broadlay and Broadway, this was seconded by Cllr A Dalton. 

The Clerk agreed to make further enquiries regarding paying via cheque before the defibrillators were purchased. 
13. Any Other Business
13.1 Cllr Hywel Gibbon asked the Clerk to contact CCC regarding the pavements in Llansaint being weeded. 
13.2 Cllr E Benham raised concern of the potholes on Cwm Road and the surrounding hedgerow needing to be cut back. County Cllr L Davies advised Cllr Benham to report individual potholes via the CCC Highways reporting procedure. 
13.3 County Cllr L Davies updated the Council on the future temporary closure of Ferry Road, a consultation with residents would take place with possible closure taking place in September. 
13.4 Cllr J Holliday asked if there was an update on the 198 bus service, County Cllr Davies told the Council that the service had been extended until September.
13.5 Cllr P Thomas again raised concerns regarding the double yellow lines above the White Lion. 
13.6 Cllr M Jones told the Council that he had received two complaints that Morris Brothers buses were speeding through the village. The Clerk agreed to write and address this with Morris Brothers.  
13.7 Cllr J Batte raised his concern regarding the pipe that had been placed in the flapper valve opposite the 1904 houses.
13.8 Cllr J Batte enquired regarding the concrete works taking place on the beach towards St Ishmaels. 
13.9 Cllr P Thomas raised concern that the St Ishmael Level Crossing Gate was swinging open and this should be reported to Network Rail urgently. 
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 21.30 pm. 
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