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St Ishmael Community Council 

    Minutes of the Meeting held in Llansaint Welfare Hall on 4th April 2023.
PRESENT: 


Cllr A Dalton, Cllr P Stephens, Cllr J Holliday, Cllr J Batte, Cllr VM Jones, County Cllr L Davies, Cllr P Thomas, Cllr K Low, Cllr S Wyld and Cllr H Gibbon and J Rees (Clerk). 
Also Mr D Gravell. 
In the Chair: Cllr A Dalton 
1. Apologies for Absence

RESOLVED that apologies for absence be accepted from Cllr E Benham, County Cllr C Davies and Cllr D Afzal.
The Clerk made the council aware that Cllr Afzal had sent the Clerk a message to inform the Council that a resignation letter would be sent to the Council shortly. The Council wished to send Cllr Afzal their best wishes and a letter of thanks would be prepared by the Clerk once formal resignation was received.

It was agreed that the Clerk contact the Electoral Services at CCC once the letter of resignation was received from Cllr Afzal. 

2. Declaration of Interests

County Cllr L Davies declared an interest in item 8 (Ferryside PTA financial assistance request). 
Cllrs Thomas’ dispensation in relation to cockling and foreshore activities discussed at item 3 was noted. 
3. Public Participation
Mr D Gravell came to speak to the Community Council regarding the problems on the Ferryside foreshore and was keen for the Community Council to arrange a stakeholder meeting with all parties to find a solution to the issues. The Community Council did not feel that a stakeholder meeting should be called by the CC as they had no legal power to act in this area. 
The Community Council discussed the responses from Lesley Griffiths MS (via Jonothan Edwards MP) and CCC Highways Authority regarding the ongoing issue. 
Cllr M Jones proposed that all complaints received should be send to the County Council.

Cllr S Wyld proposed an amendment to the original proposal that the relevant responses from the County Council should also be sent to DPP putting the onus on them to carry out the enforcement of the law on the bridleway. This was seconded by Cllr J Holliday. 

Mr Gravell felt very strongly that a bollard should be placed by CCC in the gap in the sea defence wall to prevent vehicle access to the beach. The Clerk informed Mr Gravell that this was a matter to be raised with the County Council. 
Mr Gravell thanked the Community Council for listening to the concerns raised and left the meeting. 

4. Minutes RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the meeting held on the 7th March 2023 – proposed by Cllr J Batte and seconded by Cllr A Dalton. 

5. Minutes of Extraordinary meeting RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the meeting held on the 21st March 2023 – proposed by Cllr J Batte and seconded by Cllr J Holliday. 
6. Matters Arising

6.1 Update on new Handyperson 
The Clerk updated the Council on the work carried out by the handyman and asked the Council to consider the request by the handyman to take the bin bags directly to the tip as an alternative to collections by CCC. The Community Council was concerned that this may result in a cost, this would need to be investigated further before any change was made. 
6.2 Update on Fisherman Corner
The Clerk informed the Council that Cllr J Batte and the Clerk met with the handyman to discuss the Fisherman Corner, the handyman had said that the project could be carried out bit by bit or if the Council agreed, it could be largely completed in three days’ work (approx. cost of £480.00 plus any materials). It was proposed by Cllr S Wyld that three days additional work be agreed and the area should be cleared to create a 2 inch depth to infill with cockle shells and the wooden posts be replaced with plastic posts (made to look like wood). This was seconded by Cllr M Jones. 
6.3 Update on removal of football goal from the Pale field 
The Clerk updated the Council that Cllr Thomas had informed the Clerk that the goals had been donated to the CC some years ago. Due to their poor state of repair, it was decided that the goals should be removed. Cllr Thomas agreed to arrange for the goal to be removed as soon as possible. 
6.4 Update on Briardale Footpath 62/11
The Clerk informed the Council that an update had been received from K Stiles to say that a footpath diversion application had been received from landowners. The Community Council members voiced frustration at this.  
6.5 Update on moving Ferryside Square Defibrillator
The Clerk informed the Council that Cllr Batte had been looking for the best position to site the defibrillator. Cllr Jones asked if consideration to buying additional defibrillators could be placed on the Agenda for the next meeting and if the Clerk could look into the costs involved. 
6.6 Update on meeting with Fisheries 
The Clerk informed the Council that a meeting had been arranged with Fisheries on the 15th May at 4pm on the foreshore. 
6.7 Update on Ferryside Foreshore Correspondence
It was noted that this had been discussed during Agenda item 3.  

6.8 Update on Pale Field Signage
The Clerk had made initial enquires and would get the signs ordered as soon as possible. 

6.9 Update on Yellow Line above the White Lion

The Clerk informed the Council that Cllr L Davies had provided an update from Traffic Management stating that due to staffing issues the Public Order would now be published at the end of April and the changes would follow shortly afterwards.  

6.10 Update on the Noticeboard for Llansaint

The Clerk provided two quotes from local companies to replace the noticeboard in Llansaint, as the cost was more than £2000 (inc VAT) it was agreed that the Clerk look for alternative options online. 
6.11 Update on WAO Invoice and Results

Following the receipt of an invoice from WAO and request by the CC for information and the results of the outstanding Audits, the Clerk shared the results of the 2016-17, 2017-18, 2018-19, 2019-20 and 2020-21 with the Council (this had been emailed in advance). It was agreed that the Annual Returns including the Audit Results and Notice of Completion of Audit should be displayed as directed. The qualified status of the 2016-17 and 2017-18 was noted and accepted following the detailed recommendations received in November 2021. All other years were unqualified. The Clerk reminded the Council that the 2021-22 Audit remained outstanding and the 2022-23 Annual Return would be subject to a full Audit by the Welsh Audit Office. It was agreed that the Clerk prepare the 2022-23 Annual Return and Accounts to submit to the Internal Auditor in May 2023. 
6.12 Update on Review of Town and Community Councils 

The Clerk reminded the Council of the Review of Town and Community Councils that was taking place and sought the Councils opinion on the following proposal that the Electoral Registration Officer had put forward: “To unward St. Ishmael Community Council. We believe that the Community Council is one whole community and we believe that the electors are best served by councillors representing the whole Community Council; it makes all areas inclusive and avoids conflict between ward interests.” The CC did not agree that this would be a good idea and people from all parts of the community may be less likely to come forward for election e.g. 12 Ferryside residents could represent all of St Ishmaels which would not be a fair representation of the views of the whole community. 
7. To receive items of correspondence
1. Community Lounge 




A Rice

The Clerk read an email from A Rice regarding access to the Noticeboards, the Clerk was advised to write and explain that it was not policy to provide keys to CC Noticeboards to other organisations. 
2. Project Support





Cetma

The Clerk read out a letter asking for “Community Now” project support from the Council. Following a discussion, it was agreed the Clerk ask for Cetma keep the Council informed as the project develops.
3. Latest News from CCC




CCC

Shared

4. Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Annual Report - February 2023






OVW

Noted

5. Heritage 2033 - a strategy for the National Lottery Heritage Fund's next ten years - newsletter content



OVW

Noted

6. St Ishmael (Ferryside Ward) Vacancy

Electoral Services 









Noted

7. Planning Applications 27/02/23 - 03/03/2023
CCC

Noted

8. The Value of Planning and how it positively impacts our Welsh Communities - Online Event



OVW

Noted

9. Ferryside Station




NR

Noted

10. Exposed roots on Cliff Path



A Owen
Noted

11. Keeping Safe: Yellow Weather Warning for Snow and Ice










MWWFR
Noted

12. Public consultation event dates for location of new planned and urgent care hospital





HDHB

Noted

13. Energy Champion Service



OVW

Noted

14. Ferryside Foreshore Residents’ Complaints

L Griffiths MS










Shared

15. Monthly Meeting 




DPP

Noted

16. Disruption to Water Supply - December 2022
Welsh Water
Noted

17. Consultation launched on new registration rules for all bird keepers in Great Britain’





OVW

Noted

18. Order Acknowledgement



Glasdon
Noted

19. Defibrillator Ferryside Station 



TfW

Noted

20. Community Review of all Town/Community Councils in Carmarthenshire-Formal Consultation




CCC

Noted

21. Planning Policy Wales: Net benefit for biodiversity and ecosystems' resilience







OVW

Noted

22. Taxi and Private Hire Vehicle (Wales) Bill

OVW

Noted

23. REMINDER FW: TRAINING NEEDS SURVEY 2023 Respond by 28 March







OVW

Noted

24. Calon Tân: Spring 2023 Edition



MWWFR
Noted

25. Thanks for 20





20 is Plenty
Noted

26. Temporary road closure: C2057 FERRYSIDE
CCC

Shared

27. Invitation to Event - Harvesting Wildflower Seeds in the Brecon Beacons National Park





OVW

Noted

28. For local councils: Open spaces and paths: a new guide to protection








OVW

Noted

29. Planning Applications 06/03/23 - 10/03/2023
CCC

Noted

30. Defibrillator 






E Jenkins
Noted

31. Tools For Self Reliance Cymru charity article in community link









OVW

Noted

32. Roy Castle Lung Cancer Support


OVW

Noted

33. Advice






R Edgecombe










Noted

34. Signs for the playing field 



CCC

Noted

35. Temporary road closure: C2075 KIDWELLY SA17 5AR










CCC

Shared

36. Audit Wales Change of address


Audit Wales
Noted

37. Donation






R Eyton-Jones Noted

38. Trees adjacent to Cliff Path



CCC

Noted

39. Carmarthenshire Meadows Group - Spring Meeting
OVW

Noted

40. Planning Applications 13/03/23 - 17/03/2023

CCC

Noted

41. Written Statement: Digital Health of Community and Town Councils









OVW

Noted

42. Vacancy Notification




P Lilly

Noted

43. Meeting with St Ish CC




H Edwards
Noted

44. MARCH & April 2023 TRAINING DATES

OVW

Noted

45. EMERGENCY ROAD CLOSURE: C2119 PORTWAY FERRYSIDE SA17 5YN






CCC

Noted

46. Briardale Footpath 




K Davies
Noted

47. Invite Here for You events



DPP

Noted

48. Flooding 






M Jones
Noted

49. Briardale Footpath




K Stiles
Noted

50. Invitation for DPP training



DPP

Noted

51. Crofton






T Evans
Noted

52. Ferryside Foreshore Complaints


Highways Authority
Noted
8. To consider the following for Financial Assistance 
The Clerk read a letter from Ysgol Glan Y Fferi PTA requesting assistance to help fund transport for swimming lessons. 
It was proposed by Cllr M Jones that the Clerk ask for information was requested on the cost of the bus before a decision was reached on the amount to donate, this was seconded by Cllr P Thomas. 
Cllr L Davies declared an interest in this matter and left the room. 
9. To Approve the following Accounts for payment 
FSEG – Monthly standing charge - £10.00
Julie Rees – salary plus 6 additional hours – £657.60
Julie Rees – Travelling expenses - £29.16
Julie Rees – General expenses - £81.53
Mr M Leefe – Handyman hours and expenses - £543
Glasdon UK Limited – Memorial Bench – NET £746.98 VAT £149.40 GROSS £896.38
CCC – Footway Lighting Charges 22-23 - £NET £701.82 VAT £140.36 GROSS £842.18  
CCC – Recharge for Community Elections 22-23 - £484.98
CCC – Annual Lease for Playing Fields 23-24 - £590.00
CCC – Annual License for Playing Fields 23-24 - £2.00
CCC – Annual Playground Inspection 2022 – NET £80.00 VAT £16.00 GROSS £96.00
One Voice Wales – Annual Membership 2023-2024 - £353.00

The Clerk made the Council aware of the increase in some costs since 2022-23. 

All payments were proposed for payment by Cllr J Batte and this was seconded by Cllr M Jones. All in agreement, cheques duly signed. 
10. Co-option of New Member
It was noted that Mr P Lilly was unable to join the Community Council for the April meeting. 

The Clerk read out the application from Mr Lilly to join the Community Council. 
Cllr J Batte proposed that Mr Lilly be co-opted onto the Community Council, this was seconded by Cllr H Gibbon.
It was resolved that Mr Lilly be asked to sign the Declaration of Acceptance as soon as practicable. The Clerk would send a copy of Code of Conduct and details of appropriate training courses. 
11. Drainage requirements on the Pale Field

The Clerk presented the Tender that had been previously issued for Drainage works in 2017 and a map of the area.

The Clerk also informed the Council that a telephone conversation with the Chair of Llansaint Welfare Hall had taken place. Mr Emitt had confirmed that due to the way the S106 monies needed to be claimed would make it difficult to claim anything more than a small amount. Mr Emitt agreed to keep the Clerk informed once he had met with the committee, no further information had been received to date. 

Following a discussion, it was proposed by Cllr P Thomas that a site meeting would be the best way forward, this was seconded by Cllr J Batte.
12. Quarterly Budget Return 2022-23

The Clerk presented the Quarterly Budget Report to the Council, following discussion it was proposed for approval by Cllr J Batte and seconded by Cllr K Low. 

13. Here For You – Getting the most out of your police service

The Chair update the Council of attendance of the “Getting the most out of your police service” which DPP had been very keen for the Council to attend.
The Council thanked the Chair for attending on their behalf. 

14. Any Other Business
1. Cllr S Wyld enquired about the overhanging trees near the garage. The Clerk informed the Council that overhanging trees were the responsibility of the landowner and information had been passed to CCC. 
2. Cllr S Wyld enquired on any information on when CK’s would open in the village. 
3. Cllr P Thomas told the Council that Mrs P Davies wished to make an application in relation to financial assistance. The Clerk explained that Mrs Davies had been asked to write into the CC, but the financial assistance could not be awarded to individuals. 
4. Cllr J Batte raised concerns regarding access to local healthcare. It was difficult to access appointments as the phone line was always busy. It was agreed that the Clerk write to Eluned Morgan MS.

5. Cllr S Wyld asked the Clerk to find out from CCC when the Ferryside Carpark had been ascertained by the County Council.

6. Cllr M Jones asked that the overgrown plant on the public footbath at the foreshore be cut back. 

7. Cllr M Jones made the Council aware that many of the public footpath signs in the area had faded and could no longer be read clearly. 

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 21.07 pm. 
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