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St Ishmael Community Council 

          Minutes of the Meeting held in Ferryside Village Hall on 10th January 2023.
PRESENT: 


Cllr A Dalton, Cllr K Low, Cllr P Stephens, Cllr J Holliday, County Cllr L Davies, Cllr P Thomas, Cllr D Afzal, Cllr H Gibbon, Cllr S Wyld, Cllr E Benham and J Rees (Clerk). 
In the Chair: Cllr A Dalton 
1. Apologies for Absence

RESOLVED that apologies for absence be accepted from County Cllr C Davies, Cllr R Bloor (due to a period of ill health), Cllr VM Jones and Cllr J Batte. 
2. Declaration of Interests

There were no declarations of interest. 
3. Public Participation
It was noted that no Members of the public were in attendance on this occasion. 
4. Minutes

RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the meeting held on the 13th December 2022 – proposed by Cllr A Dalton and seconded by Cllr J Holliday.

5. Matters Arising

5.1 Update on Briardale Embankment – County Cllr Davies informed the Council that he was still awaiting an update from the County Council regarding this matter and any information would be forwarded to the Clerk for circulation as soon as possible. 
5.2 Defibrillator Training Update – The Clerk informed the Council that a defibrillator training session would be held at the Yacht Club on the 25th January. The Clerk also told the Council that a further conversation had been held with the Classic Club and it was hoped that following their meeting in February that they would agree to meet with the Community Council regarding the defibrillator on the toilet block in Ferryside Square. 
5.3 Update on meeting with Network Rail re Ferryside Signal Box Decommissioning – The Clerk informed the Council of three dates available. The Clerk agreed to email the dates and it was also resolved that local resident Mr L Francis should be invited to the meeting. 
5.4 Update on Memorial Bench – The Clerk updated the Council that the quote received for the memorial bench chosen by Ms Jones form Glasdon was for £746.98 plus VAT. It was resolved that Ms Jones would not pay the VAT as this could be reclaimed by the Council. It was also resolved that the Clerk seek a breakdown of the costs related to installing the new bench and removing the old red bench.  
5.5 Update on WAO invoice – The Clerk informed the Council that an email had been sent to WAO asking for a breakdown of the invoice received in December 2022 and for the results of the outstanding Audit Reports but no response had been received to date. 
6. To receive items of correspondence
1. Water Supply – St Ishmaels 


J Edwards MP


The Clerk made the Council aware that following a 3 day disruption to water supply across areas of St Ishmael, the Clerk had contacted J Edwards MP to raise concerns regarding the lack of support for residents left without water. It had been suggested that the Council contact Welsh Water directly to feed into their post emergency review. It was resolved that the Clerk write to Welsh Water to raise the concerns of the Community Council. Cllr Dalton used the opportunity to thank County Cllr L Davies for supplying residents of Llansaint with bottled water during this period. 
2. Bus Shelters – St Ishmaels 


CCC



The Clerk made the Council aware of a request from CCC for details of the bus shelters that the Community Council owned or maintained. It was agreed that the Clerk give information on the bus shelter in Glan Tywi and Llansaint which were maintained by the Community Council. 
3. Ferryside Foreshore 



K Harding


The Clerk made the Council aware of correspondence from Mr Harding requesting information on any progress made with the access to the beach from the foreshore. Following a discussion, it was resolved that the Clerk write to Adam Price MS and Jonothan Edwards MP to find a solution. County Cllr Davies made the Council aware that a meeting may take place with all interested parties to address the ongoing concerns on the issue. 
4. Understanding the power of payroll savings schemes for employers and employees





OVW



Noted

5. Newsletter - Older Peoples Commissioner for Wales










OVW


Noted

6. MCGE Energy Presentation



MCGE


Shared

7. Three Rivers End of Season Newsletter

Fisheries

Shared

8. The latest Hywel Dda CHC Newsletter

Hywel Dda

Noted

9. Festive period opening hours


Zurich Insurance

Noted

10. Christmas Greetings




OVW


Noted

11. Warm Spaces





FSEG


Shared

12. OVW Christmas Shut down Period


OVW


Noted

13. Safe and Merry Christmas 



MWWF

Noted

14. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Chief Executive CCC











Noted

15. JANUARY, FEBRUARY & MARCH 2023 TRAINING DATES









OVW


Shared

16. Defib training 





RTYC


Noted

17. Ferryside Signal Box Decommissioning

Network Rail

Noted

18. Planning Applications 12.12.22 - 16.12.2022
CCC



Noted

19. Water Supply – St Ishmaels


A Price MS


Noted

20. Merry Christmas from the Leader of Carmarthenshire County Council.







Leader CCC


Noted

21. Keep Wales Safe this Winter – Viruses

Keep Wales Safe
Noted

22. Carmarthenshire Nature Notes and  CNP Annual Report









OVW



Noted

23. Monthly meeting 




DPP


Noted

24. 2023-24 Precept




CCC


Shared

25. Modernising the railway in south west Wales
Network Rail

Noted

26. Calon Tân Magazine: Winter 2022

MWWF


Noted

27. December 2022 Precept Payment (2022/2023)
CCC


Noted

28. Remittance Advice




CCC


Noted

29. Planning Applications 19.12.22 - 23.12.2022
CCC



Noted

7. To Approve the following Accounts for payment 
FSEG – Monthly standing charge - £10.00
Julie Rees – salary – 575.40
Julie Rees – Travelling expenses - £9.72
Julie Rees – General expenses - £35.25
Mr P Tillotson – Handyman hours - £50.00
Wrenvale N&L Limited – Hedge Cutting – NET £300 VAT £60 GROSS £360
SSE – SWALEC – All Saints Church Christmas lights (re-issue of cheque 103272) after it was lost in the post) - £54.13

All payments were proposed for payment by Cllr D Afzal and this was seconded by Cllr A Dalton. All in agreement, cheques duly signed. 
8. Quarterly Budget Report 2022-23 and Precept 2023-24
The Clerk presented the Quarterly budget to the Council and this was reviewed by the Council. The Clerk made the Council aware that the third precept payment of £11,607.66 had been received. 
The Clerk went on to present the precept report to the Council to assist setting the precept for the 2023-24 year. The 2023-24 tax base for the area had risen slightly. 
The Council considered the report carefully and felt that after three years of not raising the precept, and due to the excessive price increases, they reluctantly agreed that the precept would need to be raised to cover costs.  
It was proposed by Cllr E Benham that the rate should be increased to £36,332, this was seconded by Cllr D Afzal. All in Agreement. 

It was therefore resolved that the Band D rate would be raised to £46.00 and the precept would therefore be set at £36,332. The Clerk would prepare an updated budget for the Council based on the precept. The Chairman and the Clerk were authorised to complete the necessary paperwork confirming the precept requirement to Carmarthenshire County Council. 

Allocation of the Council reserves were discussed with the following agreed:

Pale Drainage


 
£10,000

Amenity Maintenance 
 
£3000

Ferryside Play Area

 
£5000
Welsh Audit Payment 

£5000
9. CCC Budget Consultation 2023

The Clerk brought to the attention of the Council one of the proposals by CCC to introduce a charge to car parks which are currently free, this includes Ferryside Square Car Park. 

Following a discussion, it was proposed by Cllr A Dalton that the Community Council should object as this with have a detrimental impact on residents and businesses. This was seconded by Cllr D Afzal. 

It was resolved that the Clerk submit an objection on behalf of the Community Council. 
10. Any Other Business
a) Cllr Scott Wyld made the Council aware that he had shared the Fisherman Corner tender with a local builder who would send a quote to the Clerk in due course.
b) Cllr P Thomas informed the Council that the drains outside Jed’s garage were blocked.
c) Cllr P Thomas informed the Council that there was a mattress dumped on the coast road. 
d) County Cllr L Davies wanted to ensure that the Community Council were aware of the CCC Budget Consultation and the 7% increase in Council Tax being proposed.  
e) Cllr D Afzal informed the Community Council of the current situation with the Llansaint Band Room. Following a recent incident, a group of approximately 60 residents were hoping to be able to save the Band Room for the community. Meetings would be held to coordinate the necessary action. 
f) Cllr A Dalton asked when the Christmas trees would be taken down. The Clerk informed the Council that RT Electrics had been asked to remove the lights asap. Cllr Thomas agreed to remove the trees, they would be disposed of on Cllr Gibbons land.
g) Cllr A Dalton asked the Community Council to consider what event/s should mark the King’s coronation in May. The Clerk informed the Council that no information was yet available on the official Palace website. It was agreed that this should be added to the Agenda for the February meeting. 
It was agreed that the next meeting would be on the 7th February 2023 at Llansaint Welfare Hall.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 20:17 pm
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