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PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT – SALEM CEMETERY
QUESTION AND ANSWER

	Who previously ran Salem Cemetery?
	The Cemetery was run by volunteers from Salem Chapel. But due to the closure of the Chapel building the cemetery has recently been transferred to the Baptist Union. 

	Where is Salem Cemetery
	Salem Cemetery sits at the top of Tripenhad Road, Ferryside. 

	Why has the Baptist Union asked the Community Council to take ownership of the Cemetery?
	The Baptist Union are keen to see the cemetery transferred to the Community Council to ensure it is preserved for the future. 

	What will happen if the Community Council do not take ownership of the Cemetery?
	The Baptist Union have informed us that the Cemetery would be sold along with Salem Chapel. This would result in no new graves being permitted. The contract with the new owners would specify that burials in existing graves should be permitted and the grass should be cut. The Baptist Union admit that this would be at the discretion of the new owners. The graves themselves would be protected by law. 

	Why might this result in having to pay more Council Tax?
	The Community Council would try to run the Cemetery from the income generated. However, as demand would be unpredictable and burial spaces are limited, this may lead to the precept needing to be raised to fund the Cemetery. This is likely to be a small amount based on current prices but may need to be increased more in the future. 

	What is the precept?
	All local town and community councils set a precept annually. This is the amount of money it needs for its planned expenditure for the year. This money is raised via the Council Tax paid on properties within the parish of St Ishmael. Carmarthenshire County Council then pay this money to St Ishmael Community Council in three instalments throughout the year. 

	What is the precept used for?
	The precept is used to fund the expenditure of the community council. Some examples of this expenditure would be:

Clerk’s salary, handyman’s salary, cutting of the grass on the Pale Field, cutting three bridleways, playground maintenance, Multi Use Games Area maintenance, painting and maintenance of benches / planters/ fisherman statue, maintenance of 2 bus shelters, funding defibrillators and their replacement batteries, providing Christmas trees and Christmas lights, funding two bins on the Pale Field,  providing grants to local village halls, donating money to local causes e.g. school, Meithrin, old age, fireworks display. 

	How do I comment on this matter?
	Please attend one of public engagement sessions at:

Ferryside Village Hall 6.30-8pm 20th March 
Ferryside Rugby Club 3.30-5pm 20th March
We are hoping to hold a session in Llansaint but the hall is currently closed.  
Email the Clerk with your comments at clerk@stishmaelscc.org.uk
Speak to one of the following people:

Cllr Jeff Batte

Cllr Janae Holliday

Cllr Davinia King
All comments will need to be submitted before 31st March 2024. 
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